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PREFACE. 



So much ha4 been already said concerning JEsap 
^md his writii^s, both by ancient and modem au- 
thorsy that the subject seems to be quite exhausted. 
The difierent conjectures, opinions, traditions and 
forgeries, which u*om time to time we have had 
given us of him, would fill a large volume; but 
they are, for the most part, so absurd and incon- 
sistent, that it would be but a dull amusement for 
the reader, to be led into such a maze of uncer- 
taintjT. since Herodotus, the most ancient Greek ' 
historian did not flourish till near a hundred years 
after ^op. 

As rfor his life, with which we are ent^tainedin 
fio complete a manner, before most of the editions 
of his Fables, it was invented by one Maximus 
Planudes, a Greek monk; and, if we may judge of 
him from that composition, just as judicious and 
learned a person as the rest of his fraternity are 
at this day observed to be. Sure there never were 
flo many blunders and childish dreams mixt up to- 
gether, as are to be met with in the short compass 
of that piece. For a monk, he might be very good 
and wise; but in point of history and chronology, 
be shows himself to be very ignorant He brings 
JEgop to Babylon, in the reign of king Lycerus, a 
king of his own making; for his name is not tr 
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vi PREFACE. 

found in any catalogue, from Nabonasser to Alex- 
ander the Great; Nabonadeiis most probably reign- 
ing in Babylon about that time. He sends mm 
into Egypt in the days of Nactanebo, who was not 
in being till two hundred years afterwards; with 
some other gross mistakes of that kind« which suf- 
ficiently show us that this life was a work of inven- 
tion, and that the inventor was a bungling crea- 
ture. He never mentions Msop*s teing at Athens; 
though Ffaedms speaks of hm as <Mie that liveS 
the greatest part of hfe time there; and it appeal^ 
that he had a statue erected in that dty to Ms me- 
mory, done by the %and of the famous Lysippus. 
He writes of ran as living at Samos, and interest- 
tog himself in a public capacity in ti^e administra- 
tion of the aSairs of that place; yet, takes not the 
least notice of the Fables which Aristotle* tells us 
he spoke in behalf of a famous Demagogue there, 
when he was impeached for embezzUng the public 
money; nor does he indeed give us the least hint 
of such a circumstance. An ingenious man might 
have laid together all the materials of this kind 
that are to he found in good old authors, and by 
the help of a bright invention connected and work- 
ed them up with success, and we mig^t haive-swal- 
lowed such an imporiMon well enough, because we 
should not have known how to contradict tt; but 
in Planudes' case, the inqposture is doubly discov- 
ered; first, as he has the irnqoestloaed authority 
of antiquity against him; secondly, [and if the o<fier 
Ad not condemn Mm,] as he ha^ introdueed tiie 
witty, discreet, judicious Mscp^ !|uibbliiig in a 
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ain cf I0W moiMtftic mkg g& n/ tWmi m aorcUy dbD 
a mmitfldbitnk^s je8l«r. 

rikat there was a fifeof jSkp,irilkiBrivrittaicr 
4]itieBaty before AristoUe^s time is {mettj plain; 
1 that there was soniething of tiiat^kind extut 
Augustus' i^^n, is, I thk^, as undonbted; since 
aedrus nentions many transactions of his dur* 
his abode at Athens. But it b as certain, that 
itiudes met with notinne of this kind; or, at 
st, that he met not with the accounts widi which 
y were fomished, because of the omissions i>e- 
3 mentioned: and consequently with none so 
:heDtic and good. He seeihs to have thrown 
ether some merry conceits which occunned to 
1 in the course of ms reading, such as he thou^ 
re worthy of iEsop, and very con6dently ob- 
des them upon us for his. But, when at last 
brings him to Delphos (where he was put to 
ith by being thrown down from a preapice,) 
t the Delphians might have some colour of jus- 
? for what they intended to do, he favours them 
h the same stratagem which loseph made use 
to bring back his brother Benjamk); they clan- 
tinely convey a cup into his, bagjgage, overtake 
) upon the road, after a strict search find him 
tty; upon that pretence carry him back to the 
r, condemn and execute him. 
Vs I would neither impose upon others, nor be 
)osed up(Hi, I 'Cannot, as some hav« •dom, let 
h stuff as this pass for the life of the 0^eat jSeap. 
nudes has Ht^e authority for any mingiie has 
i vered concerning him; nay,'as far as i ean fitid^ 
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bis whole account, from the beginning to the end, 
is mere invention, excepting wme few circumstan- 
ces, such as the pktce of his birth, and of his death; 
for in respect of the time in which he lived, he has 
blundered egregiouslj, by mentioning some inci- 
dents as contemporary with iEsop, which were 
far enough from being so. Xanthus, his sujqposed 
master, put his wife into a pasfflcm by bringing such 
a piece of deformity into her house, as our author 
is described to be. Upon this, the master re- 
proaches his slave for not uttering something wit- 
ty, at a time that seemed to require it so much: 
and then iEsop comes out slap dash, with a satiri- 
cal reflection up<m women, taken from Euripides 
the famous Greektragedian. Now Euripides nap- 
pened not to be born till about four-score years 
after iEsop's death. What credit therefore can 
be given to any thins Planudes says of him? 

As to the place of his birth, I will allow, with 
the generality of those who have written about 
him, that it might have been some town in Phry- 
gia major. In Phaedrus he is styled Phryh .£90- 
pus, and A. (rellius making mention of him says, 
iEsopus, ille e Phrygia Fabulator. That he was 
also by condition a slave, we may conclude from 
what rhaedrus relates* of him. But whether at 
both Samos and Athens, he does not particularly 
mention, though I am inclined to tlunk it was at 
the latter only; because he often speaks of him as 
living at that place, and never at another; which 
kx>k8 as if Pluedrus believed that Athens was the 
only place of his servitude, and indeed that he had 

• Lib. 2. Fab. 9. Sl Lib. 3. Fab. 19. 



«#vi^ 4fv«a &i^ %lrere <ek6. H&t do 4 We >h6^ 

^Ihli letti<^ie)i^s, wfa^se credit Is equally gdod, dM ImM 
^caWy him ^iiito Mh&r placets. AristoSe itilreiduc^^ 
-Mite («fi I iiMiiticaKed '%d6l>e) ^peakiiig lii )>ubik t!o 
1^ Slatf^ii^, tip^ti the ^€f£usk>tl<0f &^ iieMSagd^e 
or^jMilMe miiddt^^ ^be$>Ag Hiipeached %]r >j^^e^. 
ll^ Hte ^(jdi^dtl^«^ffa; Ih '\^^h ot«a!titoiie «n&li?e^ 
%ab ^bieM ihe <F)Abl45^ dflhe Fo&, Wh6 ^whb p^ms 
^ With ffiie§; kvA i/fbo, tpoti^ Hc^ggh^^ dOfet^ 
itag to ddVe ^etti aWay, wduld vxft coiki^iit tt^ ft, 
upon a iStt^iddA l^t a iieMr m<AttA 'imxM ^bUfH^ 
(i& 'Adk* hyotQ) tod drain him 4if fhe rest idt thb 
ittedd Ih %ii6 h6dy. Which JSs^p B^piieib thost 1% 

M; fifr 4Mia ifkih k^^t^ g»t ^fhm^y ehoiug^, mh 
jfcft* *fto JhHM- 'd0cd4^^to n* ydU; ifut if yoUpUt 
tdn/k Vo iii^A, 'M>rfii^ meej^ person mU fU hm phm^ 
^v^ti^ tc^mts iniiJst he "nii^ 

3 cafixtot but thflik iEkyp was fiotnewnat ia*b^6 
^^'il^^e of a 'skve, Vi4ieD he made silch a li^k^e 
as htk ^^tMii^nt "ipeaker in i^'^ Safiriiati state, r^r- 
haps be might have heeti m Arat l6W eoii(Stion in 
the ftriner part of his life, and theirefcH-e Phasdras, 
who had been of the same raak himself, miglft 
ioHre to etilarge ^pon tiiis drcumstance, sihce he 
^Aoes not choose to repr^etit hi^ tn any highel* 
vpbei^. Unless we allow him to bef speaking in 
as j^obfic a capacity to the Athenians, tipoti the oc- 
casion of Pifflstratas seizing "their liberties, as we 
have before supposed he did to the Saniian& Bat, 
tiowe?er, "granting that he was once a steivo, W0 

• CSiCy. of tbe CoH0oti«ii> t P1m»4, Lib. I, FiO). d» 
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hare great authority that he was afterwards not 
only free, but in high veneration and esteem with 
aJl that knew him; especially all that were enunent 
for wisdom and virtue. Plutarch, in his Banauei 
of the Seven Wise Men, among several other iUuis- 
triou& persons celebrated for their wit and know* 
ledge, introduces iEsop. And, though in one place 
he seems to be ridiculed by ope of the company 
for being a clumsy mongrel shape, yet in general 
he is represented as very courtly and poUte in his 
behaviour. He rallies Solon and the rest, for ta- 
king too much Uberty in prescribing rules for the 
conduct of sovereign princes; putting them in miad, 
that those who aspire to be the friends and coun- 
sellors of such, lose that character, and carry mat- 
ters too far when th^ proceed to censure and find 
fault with them, upon the credit of Plutarch 
likewise, we fix the life of JQsop in the time of 
Ocesus, king of Lydia, with whom he was in such 
esteem, as to be deputed "by him to consult the 
oracle at Delphos, and be sent as his envoy to 
Periander king of Corinth, which was about three 
hundred and twenty years after the time in which 
Homer lived, and five hundred and fifty before 
Christ. 

Now, though this imaginary banquet of Plu- 
tarch does not carry with it the weight of a seri- 
»ou8 history, yet we may take it for granted, that 
lie introduced nothing in his fictitious scene, which 
might contradict either the written or traditionary 
Kfe of iEsop, but rather chose to make every thing 
agree with it Be that as it will, this is the sum 
of the account which we have to give of him. Nor 
indeed is it material for us to know the little trif> 
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ig circumstances of his life, as whether he Kved 
§ani06 or Athens, whether he was a slave or a 
eman, whether handsome or ugly. He has left 
a legacy in his writinjgs, that will preserve his 
mory aear and perpetual among us: what we 
re to do, therefore, is to show ourselves worthy 
yo valuable a present, and to act in all reqpecte 
near as we can, to the will and intention of the 
Lor. They who are governed by reason, need 
other motive than the mere eoodnessof a thing 
3xcite them to the practice of it But men, for 

most part, are so superficial in their inquiries, 
t they take all upon trust, and have no taste 
any mine, but what is supported by the vogue 
others, and which it is inoMiastent with the fash* 

of the world not to admire. 
\s an inducement therefore to such as these to 
I the person and conversation of .^Ssop, I must 
lire them that he was held in high esteem by 
§t of the great wits of old. There is scarce an 
hor among the ancient Greeks, who mixed any 
ig of morality in his writing, but either ouotes 
neotions him. Socrates is described by Plato,* 
;uming some of his Fables into verse; and that 
ome of his hours he spent in prison, a little be- 
i his death. Aristophanes not only takes hints 
n him, but nientions him much to his honour, 
)ne whose works were or ought to be read be- 
i any other. He brings in one man upbraidhig 
»ther with ignorance and illiterateness in these 
rds. You have not so much as read JE/mp; it be- 
, as Suylas observes, a proverbial expresdon. 

• In Phndonow 



AristPtlft (^ yoH have s^eea)- speaks of bdm. to hui 

i^4v^^t^^- L^ertius t^)ls us, l)eme.tritffi ^haU^re- 
if9. W^Qte ac book, '>^to&a cdlection of Fables^ so 
tt^^ny of which were 3Esop's, or done in his man- 
i^ei;, that he thought fit to call the whole by his 
n^V^ En^ius and Horace have embeliishecl their 
I^.tiy yi^ith hiiD< ]^haedrus gives hio^ a,bundant 
^j^io^ui^. Apd A* Qellius. delivers his opinion of 
him in, a ni^npeir tcx> particular to be, omitfecL 
J^fi the Phrygian, (says h^) the famous Faln^list^ 
hoA jtfsily. acquired a refutation for his vn^om: for 
as to those tfUngs which are hen^tcial and advisable 
for us to dOf he does not dictate andpresc^he them in 
that hat{ghtyt dogmatical zoay^ so mfich used hy some 
other philofopherSf but dresses up a parcel of agree" 
able entertaining stories^ and by them conveys to the 
miM the most wholesome and. seasonable doctrine^ in 
the most acceptable and pleasant manner. As thai 
Fable* of his for example, of the Lark sind her 
young oqesy warns us in the prettiest way vpwgina-' 
blcf never to lay amy stress upon the assistance of 
others^ in regard to any affair which we ourselves are 
able to manage v;itho»l th&^f Then he proceeds to 
give us a (ine version of the Fahle itself; and hav- 
ing finid^ed it TTiis feAle of iEsop, says he, is a 
lectuve to us, concermng th^ little reliance we ought 
to hei,ve upon fri^^ids. a^ relations* And wh€U now 
do the grave books- of the Philosophers teach, us more, 
ihc^n that we stwi4^ depend ufoni ourselve? only, and 
nqt loph upon tho^e th^s wh^ch are beyofui our, oum 
r^eh^. oi any concern of ours* 
Thw we 9^e, whs^tever Im p^rs^n was, the beau- 

* Fab. XXXVUI. 



s o(Vb nisii ware very chamuogaiideiigtgHig; 
it ^le woBt celebnyted among the ancieiilB were 
admurers; that they speak of him with raptoiei^ 

I pay as great respect to him ag to any other 
the wise men who lived in the §ame age. Nor 

I I perceive, from any author of antiquity, thai 
was 80 deformed as the monk has represented 
1. If he had, he must have been so monstrous 
1 shocking to the eye, as not only to be a venr 
proper envoy for a kiog, but scarce fit to be ad- 
ted as a slave in any private family. Indeed^ 
n what Plutarch hints of him, I suspect he had 
lething. particular in his mien; but rather odd 
n ugly, and more apt to excite mirth tfian dift- 
t^ in those that conversed with him. Perhapt 
lethk^ humorous displayed itselTin his couate- 
ice as well as writings; and it might be ufom 
ount of both, that he got the naine of Gelooto- 
08 as Lttcian caUs him. However, we will go 
liddle way; and without insisting up<xi his beaii- 
or ^vii^ in lo his deformity, alk>w him to have 
de a merry comical figure; at least as hand* 
le as Socrates; but at the same time co^cluder 
t tlm particularity in the frame of his body, 
3 so far firom beine of any disadvantage to hij^ 
t it gave a mirthfol cast to ev^ thi^he said, 
I added a kind of pmgaancy to his conversap 
u 

IVe have seen what opinioa the ancients had of 
author and his writs^ I^ow, as to the man* 
of ccmv^fiag instrvctiiw by &ble8 in general, 
i^ nany good "vmeb^rs ^ antiqui^ jKiffi- 
atly recommend it, yet to avoid tiri^ the 
der's patience, I shall wave aU cfootktiow fvom 
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thencer and lay before him Hie testimony of a hmv 
fcm; whose authority, in point of judgment, and 
consequently in the present case, may be as readi- 
ly acknowledged as that of any ancient of them 
all. "Fables,"* says Mr. Addison, •* were the first 
pieces of wit that made their appearance in the 
world, and Have been still h^hly valued, not only 
in the times of the greatest simplicity, but anxmg 
the most polite ages of mankind; Jotham's fable 
of the trees, is the oldest that is extant, and as 
beautiful as any which have been made since that 
time. Nathan's fable of the poor man and hk 
lamb, is likewise more ancient than any that is 
extant, besides the above mentioned; and had ao 
good an efiect, as to convey instruction to the ear 
of a king, without offei]^dingit, and to bring the 
man after God's own heart to a right sense ca his 
guilt and his duty. We find JEeop in the most cKs* 
tant ages of Gi'eece. And if we kK>k into the very 
beginnrng'^of the commonwealth of Rome, we see 
a mutiny among the common people appeased by 
the fable of the belly and the limbs j'f which was in* 
deed venr proper to gain the attention of an in* 
censed rabble; at a time when, perhaps, they would 
have torn to pieces any man who preached the 
same doctrine to them m' an open and direct man* 
ner. As Fables took their btfth in the very in* 
fancy of learning, they never flourished more than 
when learning was at its greatest height To jus- 
tiiy this assertion*,) shall put my reader in imad 
of Horace, the greatest wit and critic in the Aa« 
gustan age; and of Boileau, the most anrrect Poet 

« apeet No. 183. t Fftb. XXXVII. 
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among the moderns; not to mention la ]t*ontaiiiey 
who, by this way of writipg, is come more into 
vogue thaii any author of our times." After this 
he proceeds to give some account of that kind of 
Fable, in which the passions, and other imaginary 
beings are actors; and concludes with a most 
beautiful one of that sort, of his own contriving. 
In another place, he gives us a translation from 
HcHner, of that inimitable Fable, comprised in the 
interview betwixt Jupiter and Juno, when the lat* 
ter made use of the girdle of Venus, to recall the 
aflection of her husband; a piece never io be sut 
ficiently recommended to the perusal of such of 
the fair sex, as are ambitious of acquitting them- 
selves handsomely in pomt of conjugal compla* 
cence. But I must not omit the excellent preface 
by which the Fable is introduced. '< Reading is 
to the mind,*** says he, " what exercise is to the 
hodj; and by the one health is preserved, strength- 
ened and invigorated; by the other, virtue, (wmch 
is the health of the mind) is kept alive, cherished 
and confirmed. But as exercise becomes tedious 
and painful, when we make use of it only as the 
means d health, so reading is too apt to grow un- 
easy and burdensome, when we apply ourselves 
to it only for our improvement For this reason, 
the virtues which we gather from a Fable, or an 
allegory, is like the health we get by hunting, as 
we are e^ged m an agreeable pursuit that draws 
OS on with pleasure, and makes us insensible of 
the fiitigues that accompany if 

• Titior, Na 147, 
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HaTing giv«o my reader the opinkiti of Urn 
sreat man who has spoken so much and so well in 
mvom' of the subject I am concerned in, there k 
tio room for me to enlarge farther upon that head 
His argument demonstrates the usefulnesiB and ad*- 
vantage of this kind of writing, beyond contradic* 
tion; it therefore only remains, that I make some 
apology for troubling the public with a new edi* 
tion^ of what it has had so often, and in so many 
difierent forms already. 

Nothing of this nature has been done since Le* 
strange's tirne^ worth mentioning; and we had no- 
thing hefore, but what (as he observes)* was so 
insipid and flat in the morcdf and so coarse and un* 
couth in the style and diction^ thai they were rather 
dangerous than j)r(>fUahte as to the purpose for which 
they were principaUy intended, ana likely to do forty 
times more harm thian good. I shaU therefore only 
observe to my reader, the insufficiency of Le* 
fltrange's own performance, ns to the purpose for 
Which he professes to have principalfy intended 
it; with some other circumstances, which wiU help 
to excuse, if not justify^ what I have enterprised 
upon the same subject. 

Now the purpose for which he principally iD' 
tended his book, as in his preface he spends a 
great many words to inform us, was for the use 
and instruction of children; who being, as it were, 
mere blank paper, are ready indifferently for any 
opinion, good or bad, taking all upon credit; and 
that it is in the power of me first comer to write 
laint or devil upon them, which he pleases. Thia 

» Pre£ to Part 1. 



bdng truly aad certainly the casCf what jxxmt de- 
vils would Lestrange make of tho6e childreD, who 
Aenld be so unfortunate as to read his book, and 
imbibe his pernicious principles! Principles coined 
and suited to promote the glt>wth, and serve the 
^ids of popery and arbitrary power. Though we 
had never been UM he was a pensioner to a po- 
pish prince, and that he himself professed the same 
religion, yet his reflections upon iEsop would dis- 
cover it to us: in every political touch, he shows 
himself to be the tool and hireling of the popish 
faction, since, even a slave, without some merce- 
nary view, would not bring amiments to justify 
slavery, nor endeavour to establish arbitrary pow- 
er upon the basis of right reason. What sort of 
cfailaraa, therefore, are the blank papetf upon 
which such morality as this ought to be written? 
Not the children of Amerka, I hope; for they are 
bom with free blood in their veins, and suck in 
Kberty with their verv milk. This they should 
be taii^ht to love and cherish above all things, and, 
upon occasion, to defend and vindicate it; as it is 
the glory of ttieir country, the greatest blessing of 
their lives, and the peculiar happy privilege in . 
which they excel all the world besides. Let there- 
fore the children of Italy, France, Spain, and the 
rest of the popish countnes, furnish bun with blank 
paper, for principles, of which free-bom Columbi- 
ans are not capable. The earlier such notions are 
instilled into such minds as theirs indeed, the be% 
ter it will be for them, as it will keep them frcwri 
thinking <tf aiqr <yther than flie abject servile con- 
dition to which they are Ikxh. But let the 
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of o«r chlililaing youtb be for ever educated and 
improved in that spirit of truth and liberty, fat 
the sup{KMrt of which their ancestors have bravely 
tehausted so much blood and treasure. 

Had any thing tending to debase and enslave 
the minds of men been implied^ either in the Fa- 
bles or morals of iEsop^ upc» which Lestraage was 
to make just, and fair reflections, be might have 
pleaded that for an excuse. But iEsop^ though it 
was his own incidental misibrtune to be a slave» 
yet passed the time of his servitude among the free 
states of 6reeCe> where he saw the high esteem 
in Which liberty was held^ and possibly Teamed to 
value it accordingly. He has iiot one Fable, or so 
nkuch as a hiiit, to &tvour Lestrange's insinuations; 
but, on the contrary, takes all occasions to recom- 
mend a love of liberty, and an abhorrence of ty« 
ranny, and all arbitrary proceedings. Yet Le* 
strange (though in the preface to his second part^ 
he uses these words, I have consulted the best au«» 
tborities i could meet withal, in the choice of the 
collection, without straining any thing, all this 
while, beyond the strictest equity of a fair and in- 
nocent meaning) notoriously perverts both the 
sense atid meaning of several Fabler particulariy 
when any political instructioi) is couched in the 
application. Fot examfrie, in the famous fable of 
the Dog and the Wdjf. After a long, tedious, 
amusing reflection, without one word to the pur* 
fOse, be tells us at last, that the freedom wmch 
ififtop is so tender of here, is to be Understood the 
A'eedBin of the mmd. Nobody ever understood it 
to I dare say, Aht knew what the ether freedam 



PRE^ACB. 

Ai for what he ibentioiid, it is not in Um 
power of the greatest tyrant that lives to defHive 
tii of it If i£e fVolf was only sensible how sweet 
tbe freedom of mind was, and had no coocerii for 
the liberty of his perscHi, he m^bt have ventured 
to have gone with the D(^ wdl «ioiJ^h: but theft 
he would have saved Lestraufge the spoiling of one 
of the best fables in the whole collection. How* 
ever, this may serve as a pattern to that gentle- 
man's candour and ingenuity in the manner of 
drawing his reflection. iEsop breathed liberty in 
a political sense, whenever he thought fit to hint 
any thing about that unhappy state. And Phss- 
•drus, whose hard lot it once was to have been a 
domestic slave, had yet so great a veneration for 
the liberbr I am speaking of, that he made no scru- 
ple to write in favour of it, even under the usur- 
pation of a tyrant, and at a time when the once 
S glorious free people of Rome had nothing but the 
orm and shadow of their ancient constitution left.' 
This he did particularly in the Fable of The Frogs 
4e8iring a king: as I have observed in the applica- 
tion* to it. Ailer which, I leave it to the decision 
of any indifferent person, whether Lestrange, in 
the tenor of his reflections, has proceeded withgut 
straining most things, in point of politics, beyond 
the strictest equity of a jfair and an honest mean- 

Whether I ha^e the faults I mention finding with 
him, in this or any other respect, I must leave t<^ 

•FU1.UI. 
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the judgment of the readen professing (accorJKng 
to the principle upon which the fdlowing applica- 
tions are built) that I am a lover of liberty and 
truth; an enemy to tyranny, either in church at 
state; and one who detests party animosities and 
factious divisions, as much as I wish the peace and 
prosperity of my country. 
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JESOP^ FABUSS. 

FAB. L tU Cock and tkt JeweT. 



tisK. yoang Oock in cott^nny with two or Ums 
, hia nuHtreBseB, nking upon a dusglHll lor 
ing to enteitoin Ihem with, happened to icratch 
wel; he knew wkat it wu weU enou^, for it 
il with an exceeding bri^t lustre ,* butt not 
g what to do with it, endeavoured to cover his 
ce under a gay ctutempt. So, shnigging Up 
gs, shaking bia^lmd, and puUingon'a gri- 
tie exproseed himself to this porpoce : indeed) 
: a very. fine thing; but I know not any buri- 
u. have he[e. I make no'acniple o{ declaring 
taate lies quite another way ; and I had rather 
le grain of dear delicieu* buley, thaa all (he ' 
iiider th* «aa. ' 

C 3B 



9ft j£SOPS FABLEO. 

THE APPLICATION* 

There an <everal people in the world that pase^ with 
for well accomplished gentlemen, and very pretty fellows, 
though they are as great strangers to the true use of virtue and 
knowledge, as the Cock upon the dunghill is to the real value 
of the Jewel. He palliates his ignorance by pretending that his 
taste lies another way : but whatever gallant airs people may 
give themselves upon these occasions, witliout dispute, the so- 
fid advantages of virtue, and the durable pleasures of learning, 
are as much to be preferred before other objects of the senses, 
as the finest brilliant diamond is above a barley-corn. The great- 
est blockheads would appear to understand, what at the same 
time they affect to despise ; and nobody yet was ever so vicious 
as to have the impudence to declare in public, that virtite was 
not a fine tjvng. 

But still, among the idle, sauntering young fellows of the 
age, who have leisure, as well to cultivate and improve Ibe fa- 
culties of the mind, as to dress and embellish the body, how 
maiiy are there who spend their days in raking a^r new soanes 
of debauchery, in comparison of those few who know how to 
relish more reasonable entertainment ? Honest and undeeigning 
good sense is so unfashionable, that he must be a bold man, 
who, at thb time of day, attempts to bring it into esteem. 

How disappointed is the youth, who in the midst of his amor- i 
otts pursuits, endeavouring to plunder an outside of bloom and 
beauty, finds a treasure of impenetrable virtue concealed with- 
in ! And, why may it not be said, htfw delighted are the fair aez, 
when from among a crowd of empty, frolic, conceited admirerar 
they find out, and distinguish with their gqpd opinion, a man of 
•ense, with a plain unaffected person, w|^ jfh at first tight they 
did nqt like I 



£SOPS FABLES. 
:. 7%e Wolf and At Lunb. 



hot, sultry day, a Wolf and a Lamb happened 
e juat at the same time, to quench their thirst 
strenm of a clear silver brook, that ran turn- 
own the side of a rocky nountain. The Wolf 
ipon the higher ground, and the Lamb at some 
■p. from liijn down the current. However, the 
laving a m^d to pick a quarrel with him, ask' 

I whst he meant by disturbing the water, and' 
r it so muddy that he could not drink; and, at 
me time, demanded satisfuction. The Lamb, 
lied at this threatening charge, told him, in a 
) mild as possible, that with humble submission, 
lid not conceive how that could be ; since the 

which he drunk, ran down from di« Wolf to 
ind therefore could not be disturbed so tai xxp 
■earn. Be that as it will, replies the Wolf, you 
■ascal, and I have been told that you treated ma 

II language behind my back, about half a year 
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ago. UpoQ my word, says the Lamb» the time you 
mention was before I was born. The Wolf, findisg 
it to no purpose to argue any longer against truth, 
fell into a great passion, snailing and foaming at the 
niouth as if he had been mad ; and, drawing nearer 
to the Lamb, Sirrs^, says he, if it was not you* it 
was your father, and that is all one. So he seized 
the poor, innocent, helpless thing, tore it to pieces, 
and made a meal of it. 

THE APPLICATION. 

The thing which is pointed at in this Fable is soohrioot, ffcat 
it will be impertinent to multiply words about it. When Kernel 
ill-natured man lias a mind to abuse one inferior to himeei^ 
cither in power or courage, though he has not given the leasitfic* 
casion ibr it, how does he resemble the Wolf! whose enTious, 
rapacious temper could not bear to see innocence live quietly 
in its neighbourhood. In short, whenever iU people are in 
power, innocence and intejBfrity are sure to be persecuted | the 
more vicious the community is, the better countenance they 
have ^r their own villainous measures : to practice lunoesty in 
had times, is being liable to suspicion enough ; but il' any oma 
should dare to prescribe it, it is ten to one but he would bd im* 
{leached of high crimes and misdemeanors : for to stand up for 
justice in a de^fenerate corrupt state, is tacitly to upbraid thd 
government, and seldom ^lils of pulling down vengeance upon 
the head of him that offers to stir in its detence. Where cru- 
elty and malice are in combination jvith power, nothing is feo 
cast as for them to ^nd a pretence to tyrannize over innoconci^ 
jand exercise all manner of injustice. 



..If. 



JEBOVa FABLES. 
FAB. m. 7Tl« Frogs Oairing a King. 



E Fnws, living ui evsj free life every where 
r the lakes and ponds, asaembled (ogethei oiw 
I & very tumultuoug manner, and petitioned Ju- 
,0 let them have a king, who might iDipect their 
H, and make them live a little honester. Jupiter 
at that time in pretty good humour, was pleafl- 
laugh heartily at their ridiculous request ; and 
ing a little log down into the pool, cried, there 
ng for you. The sudden splash which this made 

fall into the water, at first terrified them so ez- 
igly, that they were afraid to come near it. But 
tde time, seeing it lay without moving, thay 
red, by degrees, to approach it ; *ad at last, Jind- 
cre was no danger, Uiey 1eap>od upon it ; and, in 

treated it ,as familiarly as they pleased. But, 
>ntent with so insipid a king as this was, they 
heir deputies to petition again for another sort 
c 2 
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of one; for tkis they neither did nor c^kl Kkf. Upon 
that, he sent them a Stork, who, without any ceremo- 
ny, fell a devouring and eating them lip, one after 
another, as fast as he could. Then they applied them- 
selves privately to Mercury, and got him to speak to 
Jupiter in their behalf, that he would be so good $a 
to. bless them again with another king, or restore, them 
to their former state. No, says he, since it was their 
own choice, let the obstinate wretches suffer the 
punishment- due to tlieii: Mlj,- 

THE APPLICATION. 

It Is pretty extraordinary to find a Fable of this kind, finished 
with so bold, and yet polite a turn by Phffidrus : one who attain- 
ed his freedom by the favour of Augustps, and wrote in the 
time of Tiberius ; who were, succesaivoly, tyrannical asurpert 
of the Roman government If we may take Ms word for it, 
JSsop spoke it upon this occasion : When the oommonweaM of 
Athens flourished under good wholesome laws of its own en- 
acting, they relied so much on the security of their liberty, that 
the;^ negligently suffered it to run out i&to lioeniiotisness. And 
factions happening to be fitmeoted aioong them by denigninif 
people, mueh about the same time, Pisistratus took that oppor> 
tunity to make himself master of their citadel and liberties both 
together. The Athenians, finding themselves in a state of 
slavery, thooffh their tyrant happened to be a very merciftil 
CKoe, yet eouldnot bear the thougMa of it ; so that uSsej?, where 
there was no remedy, prescribes them patience, by the exam- 
pie of the fbregoing fiible ; and adds, at last, Wherrfare^ my 
(tear countrymen, be contented mth your present eonditi&rkt had 
tmUis^for feat a change would he fw tlu tjoons. 



V 



A80F8 FABLE& 
PAB. IV. Tie Mu» Jackdnr. 



[^XBTAtit Jaekdfiw was bo proud »»A ambttiouti, 
ot contented to live witbin hia own sphere, but 
1^ up tbe featbera whicb fell from the PeacocliR, 
ck Iben in aiaong hii own, and very confidentlj 
uced biinsetf into an awenibly of those beautiful 
They Boon found him out, atripped bim of bin 
'cd plumes, and foiling upon liim with their 
liillH, punished him aa bin prsaumption df.BcrveA. 
this, full of grief and alHiction, he returned to hia 
>mpan>oa«, and would Itave flocked with Iheni 
but they knowing hi* kto life &nd eonverMtioii, 
rioualy avoided bini, and refused to admit him 
leir company; and one of them al the laice time 
im a aeriouB reproof. If, friend, you could bavo 
:ontented with our station, and not disdainnd the 
1 wbkb iMturc had placed you, you bad not been 
K> acwvily by thoae upon whom you intruded 
If, Hor Buffered the notorious slight which notf 
nk ourselrca obliged to put upon you. 
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THE APPLICATION. 
What wo mny Teirn from this Fable, ia, in tho mun, to Un 
eonlonledly in our own condition, whataier it ba, widumt it. 
fecOng to look bigger than we are, bj k ftiw or borrowBd life. 
To bo barely pleaaed with appearing above what a maa reallj 
IS, is bad enough; and what may jusUy reoder him contemptible 
ID the eyes of his equals: but if, lo enable him to do this with 
soniething of a better grace, he has clandestinely ftathared hii 
nCBl with bis neighbour'i ^oods, when found out, he has no- 
thing to expect but to be stripped of his plunder, and used like 
& feloDirai rogue iolo the bargain, 

FAB. V. TTk Dog and the Shadow. 



A BOO, emsaing a little rivulet with a piece of flesh 
in his mouth, aaw his shadow represented in the clear 
miiror of the limpid stream; and believing it to be an. 
other dog, who- was carrying another piece of flesh, 
he could not forbear catching at it; but was bo far from 
getting any thin^ by his greedy deaign, that he dropt 
the piece he had in his mouth, which immediatelj 
sunk to the- bottom, and was irrecoverably lost. 



C80P>S F&BLES. 
^tHE APPLICATION. 
M more thin belong! to Mm, jiully 
■■ Yetnotliine' 

'niiiiiniii, thuith 



ptincipie. It |m» 
k the peannt; kiut ill orden uid damM 
ftieiMjiii^leiiiilbiL Great DtonareluDaT* 
^ou grcoAj hummir, to grup *t the dominiccki 
yf"; not thai tliey wuiWd •nr thing nM»B to 
h bm to gratify their inratiable (ppctila «-itb 
Me kings of Panui could h**e bMn ooateataJ 
*^ lenitur let, thoy hail not la*t all Alia fbrib* 
intyitite of Greece. And Fnuce, with all it* 
*ow, been reduced to the laat eittemitj bj tb* 
f'^Mchnienta. 

•■ hi net anotber eatid* in ■ pack of canU, or • 
pd ventmea hii own in the pormul or it, afaouU 
■ Sndi bimnlf a be^ar in tite end. 

FAB. VI. The Lion aad other BeoitB. 



1 Lion and several other beasts, entered into aa 
.e oSeiwive and defeDsivet and were to lite very 
le togBther ia tlia forest. One day, baving 
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made a sort of excursion, by way of hunting, they took 
a very fine, large fat deer, which was divided into 
four parts ; there happening to be then present, his 
majesty the Lion, and only three others. After the 
division was made, and the parts weredet out, his 
majesty advancing forward some steps, and pointing 
to one of the shares, was pleased to declare himself 
after the following manner : — ^This I seize and take 
possession of as my right, which devolves to me, as t 
am descended by a true, lineal, hereditary succession 
from the royal faimily of the Lion ; that (pointing to the 
second) 1 claim by, I think, no unreasonable demand ; I 
considering that all the engagements you have with 
the enemy turn chiefly upon my courage and conduct, 
and you very well know that wars are too expensive 
to be carried on without proper supplies. Then (nod- 
ding tts head towards the third) that I shall take by 
virtue of my prerogative ; to which I make no ques- 
tion but so dutiful and loyal a people will pay all the 
deference and regard that I can desire. Now, as for 
the remaining part, the necessity of our present af- 
fairs is so very urgent, our stocks so low, and our 
credit so impaired and weakened, that I must insist 
upon your granting that without any hesitation or 
demur ; and hereof fail not at your peril. 

THE APPLICATION. 

No alliance is safe which is made with those who are ittpeiior 
to us in power. Though they lay themselves ander the most 
■trict and solemn ties at the opening of the congress, yet the 
first advantageous opportunity will tempt them to break the 
treaty; and they will itcver want specious pretenoes.to Airnish 
out their declarations of War. Tt is not^asy to determine, whe- 
ther it is more stupid and ridiculous for a commimity, to trust 
itself in the hands of those that are more powerful than them- 
selves, or to wonder afterwards that their confidence and ore- 
4oIity are abused, and their properties invaded. 
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FAB. VIL T%e Wofr and the Crane. 



A. voLF, after deTourinff lua prey, happened to 
have & bone in hia throat, which gave him so much 
pain, that he went howling up and down, and impor- 
tuning every creature he met, to lend him a kind band 
in order to hia relief j nay, he promised a reasonable, 
reward to any one that should undertake the operation 
with succeaa. At last the Crane, tempted with the 
lucre of the reward, and having first procured him to 
ccoifirni his promise with an oath, undertook the busi- 
oesa, and ventured bis long neck into the rapacious 
felon's throat) In aborthe plucked out the bone, and 
expected the promised gratuity. When the Wolf, 
turning hia eyes disdainfully towards bim, said, I did, 
not tfamk you had boen so unconscionable; I had your 
head in my mouth, and could bite it off whenever I 
plesaed, but suffered you to take it away ^without ai^ 
damage, antj yet yqu are not contented- . . 
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THE APPLICATION'. 

There is a sort of people in tbeirorldtovhom « muinwf to 
In die vrong fer doing serncei, npon B donMa ■uoref fiM, ht- 
caoM thev never deHerved to have s rood offiw done tfaetn; huI 
oecAidlj.becsun, when once engaged it n eo lurd a matter ki 
be well rid of their B^quaintance. 

"Hiia Fable is not an eiunple of inmtitnde, m at finl ri^t 
it aeenu to be, and ag eome of the myuioloaiBta have nndentoiil 
tii to make it a paj^lel in that cam, the Cnne aagiit to faaie 
been imder Bome difficnltiei in hie torn, and the Wolf hsve re- 
fiued to auiit him when it wa> in hii power. The whi^ ritren 
ef it lie* in whom ws an desired to do good office*, befiirb va 



A BTAS tiiat had beea drinking at a clear apnag, 
nw himself in the inter; and pleased with the pros- 
pect, stood anemids for Home time eontempmtilis 
and BUTveying his fiuipa and features, frcMn head fi> 
fiioL Ahl aayg he, tdiat a glorious pair of branching 
kona aia thaaa! how giacefollr do then antloiv hki^ 
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Qvi^r my (oxehie$d% uid give ^n si^reeable turn Iq ii^y 
whole faqe. If some other parts of my bo4y were 
proportionable to them, I would turn my back to no^ 
body; but I have a set of such legs as really makea 
me ashamed to see them* People may talk what they 
please of their convenienciea, jutd what great p^ed we 
stand in of them qpon several ocoasions; but for my 
part i find them so very slender and unsightly, that I 
had 99 lief have none at ledl. While he was giving 
himself tbes^ airs, he was alarmed by t^e noise of 
some bimtemea and a pack of hounds, that had beea 
just upon the scent, and were niaking towards him* 
Away he flief^ in some consternation, and bounding 
nimbly over the pltiHf threw dogs and men at a vast 
distance behind him. After which, taking a very thick 
copse, he had the ill*fortune to be entangled by ills 
horns in a thicket; where he was held fast till tfte 
hounds come in and pulled him down. Finding now 
how it was like to be with him, in the pangs of death 
he is said to have uttered th^se words: UnMppy 
creature that I am* I am tpo late convinced, that what 
I prided myself in, has been the cause of my undoing; 
and what I so much diisliked, waa the only thing that 
could have Ikved me.* 

« 

THE APPWCATION. 

Perhaps we cannot apply this better, tlian by supprnfing tk« 
F»bie to be a paraUe, whidi may be thus explained. The Defir 
viewing itself in the water, is a beautiliil young lady at her 
looking-glass. She cannot help bein^ sensihlie of th« cbariiis 
wLich lie blooming in every feature oi her face. She fnoistens 
her lips, languishes with her e^es, adjusts every lock of her ha^r 
nth the nicest •zaotnese, giv^s an ogreQabl^ aHit|i49 .to her 
wliola body; and tl^en with a soft sigh, says to herself, Ah! how 
happy might I be, in a daily crowd of admirers, ii' it was net fut 
the'cenfloriooaiieas of the ace! When I view Ihai Aon, vfaero 
Naton Co give her her due, has been liberal Vfmieh #c)?«r>n«« 
how easy ehould I be, if it ware not for t|^ siei>4*r par(iciibur* 

D 
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ThecxUaoaideaof tlii.tCfnn«B across til mj happy I 
■DOHuiiiui, viil biiags a, mortiGDatian wilh it that damps my iDOCl | 
IbMeriag, tender hopes. " O! that there were no auch thinja in ' 
OiB world! In the raidet of Ihcac soliloquicB she is interrupted 
by the voice of her lover, who enters her chamber, sin^iag a 
ngidooD air; ajid« introdncing hia discourse in a similfir ea^ 
nuutner, takes occasion to laonch oat in praise of he^ beaut;, 
aieaalieispleiaedwilh it, snatches hsr hand, hiaacs it in ■ ttans- 
port; Uld in short, pursues his point so close that she is not able 
to disengage herself from him. Snt when the conaequonce of 
all this araroaches, in an agon; of grief and shame, ifae Eetcbes 
a deep sigfli, and aa; s. Ah! how mistahen have I been! the W 
'. toe I aligbted might have saved me; but the beauty i ptiM k 
much hu been my undoing. 



FAB. IX. Tke Fox aad the Cror. 



A CBow haviDg taken a piece of cheese ont ttf a 
eottage window, flew up into a high tree witii it, in 
order to eat it. Which a Fos observing, came and 
tat underneath, and began to compliment (he crow, 
vpon the subject uf her beauty. I protest, saya he, 
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I never observed it before, but your feathers are of a 
more deficate white tha]> aqy that I ever saw in my 
life. Ah! what a fine shape and graceful turn of bo- 
dy is there. And I make no question but you have a 
tolerable voice. If it is but as fine as your complexion, 
I do not know a bird that can prelend to stand in com- 
petition with you. The Cro'ttr, tickled with this very 
civil language, nestled and wriggled about, and hardly 
knew where she was; but thinking the Fox a little 
dubious as to the particular of her voice, and having 
a mind to set him right in that matter, began to sing, 
and in the same instant, let the cheese drop out of 
her mouth. This being what the Fox wanted, he 
chopped it up in a moment, and trotted away, laugh- 
ing to himself at the easy credulity of the crow. 



.-■' 



THE APPLICATION. 



They that love flattery (as it is to be feared too many do,) are 
in a fiur way to repent of their foible at the long run. And yet 
how few are there among the whole race of mankind, who may 
be said to be full proof against its attacks! The gross way by 
which it is managed by some silly practitioners, is enough to 
slarm the dullest apprehension, and make it to value itself upon 
the quickness of ita insight intQ the little plots of this nature. 
fiat, let the ambuscade be disposed with due judgment, and it 
win scarce fail of seizing the most guarded heart How many 
are ticlcled to tli» last degree with me pleasure of flattery, even 
while they are applauded &r their honest detestation of it? there 
is no way to bame the force of this engine, but by every one's 
eiamining impartially for himself the true estimate of his own 
qualities: if he deals sincerely in the matter, nobody can teU so 

^ well 'ma himself, what degree of esteem ou^ht to attei^ any of 
his actions; and therefore he should be entirely easy as to the 
opinion men are like to have of them in the world. If they at- 

I tributo more to him than his. due, they are either designinff or 
mistaken;, if they allow him less, they are envious, or possibly, 
still mistBlien; and, in either case, are to be despised, or disre- 
garded. For he that flatters without designing to make advaa* 
tage of it, is a fool: and Whoever encourages that flattery which 
he h&B sense enough to see through, is a vain coxcomb. 



jESOP'S FABLES. 
f'AB. X. The tao Bitchea. 



(Uibther bitch to lend her her kennel, oitly 'till her 
month was up, and assured her that then she should 
k&re it agun. The other verj readily coDsented, and 
*ith a great deal of civility, resugned it to her imme- 
diately. However, when the time was elapsed, she 
came and made het a viait, and very modestly inti- 
mated, that new she was up and well, she hoped she 
should sbe her abroad again; for that really, it would 
be inconvenient for her to be without her kennel any 
longer, and therefore she told her she must be so free i 
as to desire her to provide herself with other lodgings I 
as soon aa she cOuld. The lying-in bitch replit^, 
that truly she was ashamed for having kept her so 
long out of her own house; but it was not upon her 
own account, for indeed she was well enough (ogoany 
where, so much as that of her puppies, who were yet 
« weak, that she was afrM they would not be able 
to follow her; an«1, if she would be bo good as to let 
her stay a fortnight longer, she should lake it for th" 
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It obligatioD in the workl. The other bitch »m 
l-notured uid compMsiaaate u to complj with 
juest too: but at the expintion of the tetrn, 
tnd told her positively th&t she muflt turn oat, 
could not possibly let her-be there a day longer. 
lira out, says the olben we will aee that: for I 
3 you, unless you can beat me, aod my whole 
f whelps, you are never like to have aay thing 
> do here. 

THE APPLICATION. 
.sion ii deren poiDU of tha !*«; uni tluagh who* 
ourisliei, and proper^ ia duly lecuied, tb* twalAh 
nicaii thtt of right, ii betLet than tlie other elercB; jet 
c ini.y (erTe at ■ very good Immo of tanUtn toUiBn- 
any thing we valoe go ont of out pomaaicn, witboot 
d ascarity. V/ ue and good natnrad nmi will live lib- 
id judiciooaly what tlMy can apue; bnl U lend, whu* 
I. pioinbiiity of our beiiif deflvudsd by tb* bcnawar, 
of a too auy and blaimble cndolity. 

FAB. XL 7%e Proud Fng, 



* ■• 
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Ibol ftOMMig A pwreel of young frdgs, anil iiod one of 
thenk to death. The rest informed thoir mother when 
she cume home, what had happe&ed, telling her that 
the beast which did it was the hugest creature tiiak 
ever they saw in their lives. What, was it so big9 
says the old Frog, swelling and blowing up her speck* 
led belly to a great degree. Oh, bigger by a vast 
deal say they. And so bigl says she, straining her- 
self yet more. Indeed mamma, say they, if you were 
to burst yourself, you would never be so big. She 
strove yet again, and burst herseJ^ indeed. 

THE APPLICATION. 
WhenoTer ■ man eBdeavoun to live equal with one of a groa 
tor fortune than himael^ he is rore to share a Uke fiite with the 
FVog in .the Fable. How many vain people, of moderate easy 
eircumstaacea, burst and come to nothing, by vieing with those 
whom estates are more ample than their own ? Sir Cbaageliiig 
Clumstock was possessed of a very considerable estate, &YQtw- 
ed to him by the death of an old uncle, who had ad<^ted him hia 
heir. He had ft ililse taste for happiness; and without the least 
eoonomT, trusting to tke sufficiency of his vast rovdnoe, was 
resolved to be out-done by nobody, in showing grandeur and 
expensive living. He gave fivtfthousand pounds £x a piece of 
ground in the country, to set a house upon; the buildup and 
nuniture of which cost fifty thousand poimds more; and his gar. 
detts wtere fH'oportkmahly magnificent Besides which, lie 
thought hinunlf under a necessity of buying out t#o or three 
tenements which stood in hk neighbourhood, that he fnight 
have elbow-room enough. AH this he xould very well bear, 
and stiU might have been hamiy, had it not been mr an unftr- 
tunate view which he one day happened to tak^ of my lottl 
CasdebuiMer*s gardens, which consist of twenty' acres, where- 
as bis own were not above twelve. From that time he fniw 
pensivta; and before the ensuing winter gave ^m and thirty 
veaHi' purchase for a doaen acres more to enlarge his gardens, 
bniH ft couple of exorbitant green^houses, and a large pavilibii 
at the further end of a terrace-walk. The bare repairs and s«^ 
perintendencies of all which, call for the remaining part of hie 
income. He is mortgaged pretty deep, and pays nobody|> bnl 
bein|^ ft priviiegod person, resides altogether at a cheap privsto 
iddf lag m the eity of Wsstminster. 
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PAB. Xli:. 1^ Fox and the Stoifc. 



The Fox invited the Storfc to dinner, and being 
disponed to divert himaelf at the expense of his guest, 
provided nothing for the eDtertainmelit but soup, in a 
wide Shallow difih. This himself could lap up With 
a grettt deal of eaee; hut the Stork, who could bat juet 
dip ita the point of his bill, was not a bit the better alt 
the while; however, in a few days after, he returned 
the compliment, and invited the Fox; but guflered no- 
thing to be brought to table but some minced meat 
in a glaas jar: the neck of which was so lieep, and so 
narrow, that though the Stork with his long bill made 
a shift to fill hia belly, all tiiat the Fox, wito was Very 
hungry, could do, was to lick the brims, ss the Storic 
slabbered tfaem with his eating. Reynard was heartily 
v«xed M firatj but when he came to take his leate, 
owned ingenuously, that he had been used as he de- 
served: and Uiat be had no reason to take any treat 
laent ill of WlMch he set the example. 



THE APPLICATION. 

It is mighty imprudent, sa well as inhuman and uncivil, to a£. 
taiM any body; and whoever takes tlie liberty lo eirrciae liis 
witty t&lent thiit way, miut not think much oC it, if he meets 
with reprisals. Indeed, if nil those who are'thuB paid in their 
own coin, would take it with the same tiankiiea the Fox did, 
the mutter would not be much; but we aie too apt, wben the 
jest comsB to be turned home upon oursetTss, to think that in. 
■ufferable in another, which we looked upon aa pretty and Ace- 
tioUB, when the humour wu oui own. The rule of doing aa we 
would be done by, ao proper to be our mode! in ever; transac- 
tion of life, may more paiticularly be of use in this respect; be- 
cause people seldom or never receive any advantage by these 
little ludicrous impositions! and yet if thi^y were to ask them- 
selres the question, would find, IhiLt another's using them in 
the same manner, would be very displeasing. 

FAB. XIII. The Eagle and the Fox. 



An Eagle that had young ones, looking out {or 
Bomething to feed them with, happened to spy a Fox's 
cub, that lay basking it«elf abrwtd in the aun. She 
made a stoop, and tniased it immediately; hut before . 
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carried it quite off, the old Fox coming home, 
1 her, with tears in her eyes, to q>are her cub, 
the distress of a poor fond mother, who should 
» affliction so great as that of losing her child* 
grie, whose nest was up in a yery high tree, 
herself secure enough from all projects of re* 
md so bore awaj the cub to her young ones, 
showing any regard to the supplicatioas of 
But that subtle creature, highly incensed at 
ageous barbarity, ran to an altar, where some 
people had been sacrificing a kid in the open 
id catching up a fire-brand in bar mouth, ran 
the ttee where the Eagle's nest was, with a 
»n of leTengB^ She hii^ acaice ascended the 
iches, when the Eagle, terrified with the ap- 
g ruin of heraelf and family^ begged of the 
desist, and, with much subniisflion, returned 
[^ub again safe and sound* 

THE AFPLICATION. 

ible is a warning to tii, not to deal haxdly <tf injoriouily 
iy. The oonnderation of oar being in a high condition 
1 thote we hurt, below as, will-pleaid little or no ezenae 
hif caee. For there ie ecm^ce a creatOTB of m detpida* 
:, but ie capable of avenging iteelf aome way, and at 
or other. When great men happen to be wicked, how 
pie do they make of oppressing their poor neighboars! 
)erched upon a lofty station, and have boilt tncSr nest 
ind, having oatmwn all feelings of humanity, are in- 
f any pangs of remorse. The ^idow^s tears, the or- 
es, and the corses of the miserable, like javelins thrown 
id of a ibeble old man, fall by the way, and never reach 
t. But let such a one, in the midst of his flsOTant injus- 
tmber, how easy a malfter it is, notwithstanding his su- 
itance, for the meanest vassal to be revenged of him; 
mess of affliction, even where canning is wanting, may 
he poorest spirit with resolutions of ven^ance, and 
e that iuiT is thoroughly awakencdi we know nq^ what 
squire betore she is lulled to rest again. The most pow- 
nts cannot prevent a resolved assassination ; there are a 
dificrent ways for any private man to do the businesv. 
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whoiBheutil7dttpMedtoit,uidTTlIiiif ftisiliifyhia&iqBfitg , 
ibr revenge, at the eipenae of his lift. An dd woman maj d^ 
a fiie>bnuid (oihe p^sce of a prince, and it is in the powsiofi 
poor weak finl to destroj the cliildien of the mightj. 

FAB. XIV. TU Boar and (Ae Ass.. 



Alittlescoundrelofan Asa, happening to meet%th ; 
a Boar, had a mind to be arch upon him; and so bro- 
ther, says be, jout humble servant. The Boar some- 
what nettled at his familiuity, bristled up to him, and 
told hio), he waa aurpriaed to hear him utter so im- i 
pudent an untruth, and was just going to show hia 
noble resentment, by giving him a rip in the flank; 
bu{ wisely stifling his passion, he contented himself 
with onlj saying, go, you sorry beast! I could be amply i 
and easily revevged of you, but I do not can to foid ' 
my tusks with the blood of so base a creature- 

THE APPLICATION. 
' Fools are ■onwtimes so ambitiouB of being thought wits, that 
they ran great hazarda in attempting to show themselTea such. 
This ii not the lirst An, who, after a handsoma rebuke from one 
■uperior to himself, both in courage and merit, has continued his 



awkwMiI riiBmj evflli to the li«t degree oFolftneo, But nteb a 
dun CTDatnre is ■> fkr frdtn riUBing himself the least esteem by hi* 
tndterons yeiu, that he has Terj good luck if he eacapea with a 
wbaJHakin. Biifibona, like dwarfa, ahoulil be matched with tbow 
of tbeir own level ; a man, in aenae or stature, would be ashim* 
td to encounter cither of them. But notwithstanding all tbii, 
and thongh the boot in the Fable is a ver; good aiam^ to raen 
of geoeriMU, brsrc spirits, not to gne themsalreB up to pasKion, 
Dor to be dietempered with thoaghts of revenge upon tiie inso 
lent behavioor of every Ass that ofiends them, because llteir 
hand would Im disbonoared by the tincture of a base mnHH ' 
Vbmii ret, among human creature* the correction of 



The blood of a coward, hterally speaking-, would stain the d 

actar of a man of honour; when we chastise such wretches, it 
■bonld be done, if possible, in the utmost calmness of t«mpei. 
It lakea off something fcom the reputation of a great soul, when 
we Mie it ia in thn power of a fool to ruffle and □nseltle it 

FAB. XV. The^VtogB and the Jlffhting Bulls. 



A Frog e&e day peepinfc nut of the lake, and look- 
ing about Mm, saw two BuUb fighting at sofnc ^- 
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taaee off, in th« me^ow; and culling to qta^ of bis ac- 
quaintances. Look, says he, what dreadful work there 
is yonder! Dear %r, what will become of ust Why, 
pr'ythee, says the other, do not frighten youraelf so 
about nothing; how can their quarrels aSect us? They 
are of a different kind and way of living, tmi are at 
present only contending which shall be master o£ the 
herd. That is true, replies the first; their quality and 
station in life is, to all appearance, different enough 
from ours: but as one of them will certainly get J^ 
better, he that is worsted, ]t>eiBg beat out of the mea- 
dow, will take refuge here in the marshes, and may 
possibly tread out the guts .of some of us; so you see 
we are more nearly concerned in this dispute oC theirs 
than at first you were aware of. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Thif poor timorous fro^ had just reason for its fears and aosf*- 
cions: it being hardly possible for great people to fall oot, with. 
out involving many below them in the same fata. Nay, what 
ever becomes of the former, the latter are sure to .ao^er; those 
may be only playinj^f the J|ool, while these rvAlly smart for it 

It is of no small impoftince to the honest, <|uict gart of man- 
kind, who desire nothing so muoh as to see peace and virtue 
flourish, to enter seriously and impartially into the oonsideratioo 
of this point; for, as sigmiicant as the quarrels of the great may 
sometimes be, yet they are nothing without their eepoasing and 
supporting them one way or other. What w it that occasions 
parties, but the ambitious or avaricious spirit of inejiin eminent 
statiooi, who want to engross alt power in tiuir own bands? up- 
on tiiis they foment divisions, and form factioiui, and ej(cite ani- 
mosities between well meaning, but undcftervtng people, wl:o 
little think that the ^reat aim of their leaders is no more than the 
advancement of their ovni private self^nterest The good €£ tbe 
public is always pretended upon such occasions, and nay some- 
times happen to be tacked to their own; but then it is poiely nv- 
(jidental, and was never originally intended. One knowv not what 
remedy to prescribe against so epidemical and freqneipt a mala* 
dy, but only, that every man who has atun enough to ^scern 
the pitify private viewa that attend moat of the difi^rencet b^ 
tween tbe great one«, instead of aiding or abettinr either party, 
woiild with an honest courage, heartily and opapu^ oppose both. 
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he, who had kept saitiog in tbe air for manj 
ai a dove house, and made a atoop at scTMal 
, but all to no purpose, (for thej were too 
for him,) st last had recourae to Btratagem; 
{ his oi^wrtunity one day, to make a declara< 
them, in which he set forth his own just and 
:eQtioa8, who had nothing store at heart, than 
nee and protoction of the Pigeons in their an- 
;hl8 and liberties, and' how concerned he wai 
feara and jealousies of a foreign invasion; e*- 

their unjust and unreasonable auspicions of . 

as if he intended, by force of anus, to break 
their constitution, and erect a tvrannica] gov- 
. over them> To prevent iill wnich, and tho> 

to quiet. their Jninds, he thought proper to 

to them such terms of alliance and articles of 
s might for ever cement a good understandiag 

them! the principal of whiiA was, that they 
E 
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should accept of him for their kin^, and iavest him 
with all kipgly privilege and prerogative over diem* 
The poor simple Pigeons consented; the Kite took 
the coronation oath after a very solemn manner, on 
his part, and the doves the oaths of aUe^ance and 
fidelity on theirs. But much time had not passed over 
their heads, before the good Kite pretended that it 
was part of his prerogative to devour a Pigeon when- 
ever he pleased. And this, he waa not contented to 
do himself only^ but instructed the rest of the royal 
family in the same kingly arts of government. The 
Pigeons, reduced to this miserable ccmdition, said one 
to the other, Ah! we deserve no better! Why did we 
let him come in? 

THE APPLICATION. 

What can this Fable be applied to, but the exceeding blind- 
ness and stupidity of that pt^ of mankind, who wantonly and 
fiwlishly trust their native rights of liberty, withitmt eood secu- 
rity; who often choose for guardians of tlieir lives and fortunes, 
persons abandoned to the most unsociable vices; and seldom 
nave any better excuse for such an error in politics, than, that 
they were deceived in their expectation; or never thoroivhly 
knew tiie manners of their king, till he had got them entirely 
into his power; which, however, is notoriously false, for many, 
with the doves in the Fable, are so silly, that they would admit 
of a Kite, rather thanlie without a king. The truth is, we on^t 
not to incur the possibility of being deceived in so important a 
matter as this; an unlimited power should not be trusted in the 
hands of any one, who is not endowed with a perfection more 
than human. 
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. XVH. Tkt Maa Md Ui tiM Wirei 



I, in timet when polygunj tns allowed, had 
3; one of which, like hinuelf, bad eem bar 
!, and was just aa^it were entering upon the 
of life; but fhiE, being an artful ivoman, she 
concealed by her drees; \>j which, and some 



ng t^|ature □ 
e h^ht of b 



^ture of Heventeen, whose channs, aa 
f bloom,, and secure of their own 
o oebasion to call in an; artifice to their 
c. ^e madb the good man aa happy as ho 
.blejpFoeing, but was not, it seems, complete- 
t^m; the gray faairs, nu;tt ameng the black, 
/nasband's head, gave her some tuieasinesa, , 
laiming aome great disjarity of their years; , 
r^, under colour of adjustir^ and cotiibing his;' 
e would every now and then be twitching tliB 
lira with her mppersj that, lipwayat mattMa 
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were, he migfit i^U httve as few visiMe ^gaa of an 
adfftseed 9tge as possible. Tbe ^ame, whose years 
were neailsr tp an equality with his own, esteemed 
these grey locks as the honours of his he^, and coidd 
have Mrished they had all been such: she thought it 
gave him a yenerable look; at least, that it made her 
appear something younger than him: so that eveiy 
time the honest man's head fell into their hands, she 
took as much pains to extirpate tiie black hairs, as 
the other had done to demolish tbie grey. They nei« 
ther of them knew of the other's design; but, each 
continued her project with repeated industry; the 
poor man, who thought their desire to oblige, put 
them upon this extraordinary oJ9iciousness io drras- 
ing his head, found himself, in a short time, witiiout 
aay hair at riL 

THE itfPLlCATION. 

ntsdrus, whose lente 1 have j^eraUy followed^ in every ft- 
ble of whieh he has made a version, in ms application of this is 
a littlt severe oik the ladies; and tells aa, that bj this emnpis 
we mav see the men are sure to be loosers by the wmnoai; as 
well wnen they are the objects of their love, as while they lie 
under their displeasure. All that I shall add to what he has 
said, is to oM|pe, that many women may unfortonately, oat of 
a pure eficdNkomplaisanoe, do a thouasiiid disagreeable thin^ 
to their husbands. They whose love is tempawd with a tote- 
raUe share of good sense, will be sure to have Mieparate views 
of their own, nor do any thinjg^ more immediately relating to 
their husband, without consAltuie him first In a married state 
one party should inform ti^msems oertainly,^ d not be gues> 
fiag and presuming what will pttase the om^ and if a wi^ 
uses her husband l&e a frieddonly, the least wbt oan do, ia first 
to cwmmnnicate to him all the important enterprises she un- 
dortakes, and those eqieoiaUy which she intends should be fiir 
his honour and advantage. / 
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FAB. XVm. Tie Stag in the Os-Stall. 



A Stag roused out of his thick cover in the midst 
of the forest, and driven hard by the hounds, made 
lowvds 4 farm house, and seeing the door of an ox- 
stall open, watered thierein, and hid himself under a 
heap of straw. One of the oxen, turning tiis head 
shout, asked him what he meant b; venturing himself 
in such ^JjJjUf as that was, where, he was sure to meet 
with his doom. Ah! ea^s the Stag, if you will be so 
good as lo favour me with your concealment, I hope 
1 shall do well enough; I intend to make off again the 
lint opportunity. Well, he staid there till towards 
night; in camo the ox-man with a bundle of fodder, 
and never saw him. In short, all the levants of the 
form came and went, and not a soul of thero'stnek any 
thinj; of the matter. Nay, the bailiff himself came, 
and lookedin.hutwalked away no wiser than the rest. 
Upon this the Stag, ready to jump out of his skin fi" 



U J£SOT*n TABLES. 

joy, began to return thanks to the good oatured oxen, 
protesting that they were the most obliging "pec^e he 
had «irer out witli in hk life. After he IumI daee lus 
compliments, one of them answered him gravely: In- 
deed we desire nothing more than to haye it in our 
power to contribute to your eseape; but there is a cer- 
tain person you little think of, who has a hundred eyea; 
if he should happen to come, I would not give tiiis 
straw for your life. In the interim, home ceooes the 
master himself, from a neighbour's where he had been 
invited to dinner; and, because he had observed the 
(yittle to look but scurvily of late, he went up to the; 
rack, and asked why they did not give them more fod- 
der; then, casting his eyes downwards. Hey day^ gays 
he, why so sparing of your litter? pray scatter a little 
more here. And these cobwebs — but I have spoken 
so often, that unless I do it myself — ^Thus, as he went 
on, prying into every thing, he chanced to loo^ where 
the Stag's horns lay sticking out of the straw; upon 
which he raised a hue and cry, calling all his pe<^le 
about him, killed the poor Stag, and made a priae of 
him. 

THE APPLICATION, 

The monl of this fable is, that nobody looks after a man's afl 
fairs so well as himself. Servants being but hirelings, seldani 
have th^roe interest of the master at heart, bdM*^ uiinga nm 
on in a negligfent constant disorder; and this generally, not so 
much for want of capacity as honesty. Their heads are taken 
up with the culiivation of their own private interest; fyr the 
service and promotion of which, that of their master im postpo- 
ned, and often entirely neglected. 

Few fiunilies are Tedooed to poverty and distress, merely by 
their own extravagance and indulgence in luxury; the inettBii- 
tion of servants swells every article of expense in domestio eco- 
nomy, and the retinue of groat men, instead of exerting their 
induLBtry, to conduce as &r as possible to the increase of their 
maRter*s wealth, commonly exercise no other office than that 
of locusts and caterpillars to consume and devour it 
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FAB. XIX. The Dog and Oe WoU: . 



!an, hungry, half-sUrved Waif, happened one 
binj night, to meet with a jolly, plump, well- 
istiff; and after the first complimenta were paa> 
if9 the Wolf, you look extremely welt; I pro- 
think I never nw s mtwe graceful, comely per- 
ut how comes it about, i beseech you, that you 
live BO much better than II I may say, without 
, that I venture fifty times more than^ou do; 
!>, I am almost ready to perish #ith uunger. 
og answered very bluntly, Why yoii may live 
I, if you will do the same for it that I do. Itt- 
What IB that says he: Why, says the Do^, on- 
guard the bouse at ni^t, aud keep it from 
i. With all my btftrt, replies the WoU: for at 
t I have but a sorry time of it; and I think, (o 
my hard lodging in the woods, where I en- 
lin, frost and snow, for a warm roof over my 
ind a belly full of good victuals, will be po bad 
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bargain* True, 8ay» the Dog, therefore you have 
nothing more to do but to follow me. Now as they 
were jogging on together, the Wolf spied a crease in 
the Dog's neck, and having a strange curiosity, could 
not forbear asking him what it meant? Puhl nothing 
says the Dog. Nay, but pray, says the Wolf, Why, 
says the Dog, if you must know, I am tied up in the 
day time, because I am a little fierce, for fear I should 
bite people, and am only let loose a-nights. But this 
is done with a design to make me sleep a-days more 
than any thing else, and that I may watch the better 
ftl the night time; for as soon as ever the twilight ap- 
pears, out I am turned, and may go where I please. 
Then, my master brings me plateii.of bones from. the 
table with his own hands; and whatever scraps are left 
by any of the family, they fall to my share; for you 
must know I am a favourite with every body. So you 
see how you are to live-;— Come, come along, what is 
the matter with youl No, replied the Wolf, I beg your 
pardon; keep your happiness all to yourself. Liberty 
is the word with me; and 1 would not be a king upon 
the terms you mention. 

THE APPLICATION. 

The lowest condition of life, with freedom attending it, is bet- 
ter than the most exalted station under restraint JSaap and 
Phaedruft who had both felt the bitter effects tifslavBry, tboogh 
the latter of them had the good fortune to h^ve one of tbe 
mildest princes that e?er was, for his master, cannot fiirbear ta- 
king all qiportunities to express their great abhorrence of servi- 
tude, and their passion fi>r liberty, upon any terms whatsoever. 
Indeed, a state of slavery, with whatever seeming grandeur and 
happiness it may be attended, is yet so precarious a thing, that 
he must want sense, honour, couAge, and all manner of virtue, 
who can endure to prefer it in his choice. A man who has so 
little honour as to bear to be a slave, when it is in his power to 
prevent or redress it, would make no scruple to cut the throats 
of his fellow-creatures, or do any wickedness that the wanton 
unbridled will of bis tyrannical master could suggest. 



a XX. TV Lamb bttrngU up if a OtM. 



olf moeting a X^mh one day, in cmnptnj with 
Oiild, mys be, you ue mistakeii; tlus ie nona 
mother, 'she is yonder, (pointing to a flock of 
• a distance.) It may b« to, says the Lamb; 
on Uut ha[^ned to conceive me, and after. 
>i« me a few months in her belly because Ae 
>t help it, and then dn^ me she did not care 
and left tne to the wide world, is, ! suppose, 
] call my mother,' but I look uptm this good 
le Goat as such, that took compassion on ne 
•or, helpless, destitute condition, and gave me 
>arin}f it out of the mouths of her own kids, 
ion I should want it. But sure, says he, you 
reater regard for her that gave you life than 
xxly else. She gnfe me life! 1 deny that — 
could not so much as tell whether [ should 
or white, had a great hand in giving me life, 
■e! But supposing it were so, I am mightily 



^^ 
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obliged to her, truly, for contriving to let tne be ol* 
the male kind, so that I am every day in danger of the 
butcher. What reason then have I to have a greater 
regard for pne to whom I am so little indebted for 
any part, of my being, than for those from whom 1 
have received all tbe benevolence and kindness which 
have hitherto supported me in life? 

THE APPLICATION. 

It 19 they whose goodness makes them our parents, that pro* 
perly claim a filial respect from us, and not those who are such 
only out of necessity. The duties between parents aad their 
children are relative and reciprocal. By all laws, natxir&I as 
well as civil, it is expected that the parenti should <^heri8h and 
provide fi)r their chUd, till it is able to shift for itself and that 
the child, with a mutual tenderness, should depend upon the 
parent for its susten^vnce, and yield it a reasonable obedience. 
Vet through the depravity of human nature, we very often see 
these laws violated, and the relations before mentioned, treating 
one another with as much virulence as enemies of difiRsrent 
countries are capable of. Through the natural impatience and 
protervity of youth, we observe the first occasion . lor any ani^ 
mosity, most frequently arising firom their side; but, however, 
there are not wanting examples of undutiful parents; and, wh^ 
a father by using a son ill, and denying him such an education, 
and such an allowance as his circumstances can well affind, 
ffives him occasion to withdraw his respect from him; to wrg& 
nis begetting of him as the sole obligation to duty, is talking 
like a silly unthinking dotard. Mutual benevolence must be 
kept up between relations, as well as friends; for, without this 
cement, whatever you please to call the building, it is only a cas- 
tie in the air, a thmg to be talked of without Sie least reality. 
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F'A^ XXL ne PeMNick'i On^imd. 



I'cacock presented a memorial to Juno, iinpoft- 
i' hanlty he thought he was used in not bavinr 

a. voice as the Nightingale: how that prcity 
was agreeahle to every ear that heard it, while 
laughed at for his ugly jcreaming noi»e, if he 

open hia mouth. T^e goddeea, concerned at 
easiness of her favourite bird, answered bitn 
idly to this purpose. If the Ni^tingale is blest 
3ne voice, you have the advantage in point of 
ind largeness of person. Ah! says he, but wh»( 
ly ailent unmeaning beauty, when I am so far 
I in voice! The goddess dismissed him, hid- 
n consider, that the properties of every creature 
pointed by the decree of fate; to him beaoty; 
1 to the Eagle; to the Nightingale a voice of 

the faculty irf speech to the Parrot,- and to the 
nocence. That each of these was ctmtented 
I own peculiar quality; and nnlen he had a 

be miserable, he must learn to be m too. 
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TW AFPUCATIOH. 

mwHenlilB decne of &Ia, Iwir abNid ii it to beu l»nffc bob- 
pUiainf uid tormentiii; tbenuetrM Ibr tbiX whicb it w inpii- 
BJklB ever to obtun! thej wbo are tunbitiaiu (J having BKn 
good qnalitiH, dnce that U impcactiaaUe, (hoold ^ua no jniui 
to GtiUivats (ad recommend thaae Uiey bate; wluch a iMimw 
and peeviahnen of temper, iiwteEil of UBprovin^ will certatnlf 
leisea and inipaiT, whetbei they we of the mind or bodv; if we 
had all the deniahle properties in the world, wB coula be an 
more than easy and conteotAd with thwn; and if a IMA by & 
light way of Ihinkinff, can reconcile hiouelf Is hia crvs eondi- 
tirai, wh^ver it be, he will Gtll little abort of the mart oooi- 
plate itate that mortale enjoy. 

FAB. XXn. 7%« Fox an<2 (Ac Grapes. 



A Fox, very hoDgry, chanced to come iatoa vineTanl 
■ where there bung bunches of charming ripe gtapBK 
but nailed up to a trellis, so high that be leapt till he 
quite tiietl hitnself, nithout being able tereach one ef 
tbenf. At last, let who will take them, aajs he; they 
are but green ud sour; aa I will even let ihero alone. 
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THE APPLICATION. 

IHaiiigwidrapriiBVKl to a parol af lim rmiwifc 
mM, wbo, becuiM Umj wMiM «eTCir ba tfaooght Id im 
lied in an; of their pumiiu, preteod a dUlike to enij 
lidi tbej cumot obtun. There utatiang« pnqisniiLj 
nd to IhiB temper, uid there are aninben of grumbling 
nbi ia ever; diffarenl ficultj uid sect of life. The die- 
AtMmui, conjidering the corruption of the time, would 
in; haztd in the adminiBtrHtion of afikin Ibr all the iforld. 
luntTjr equire dami a court ilie, and would not fo crinf- 
^reeping to a drawing.room Ibr the beat place the kinf 
idiipoaal. A young fellow being aaked now he liked a 
d beauty, b; whom all the world knew he wm deipis- 
ired.ihehaaaBtinkingbreath. How iomffeTsble ia tb« 
hii poor creature man! who would *toop In the baaeit, 
ioiu, rather than be thought not able tn do anv thin^. 
19 more ba« and vile than lying? and when <lo we ha 



IB. XXm. The Viper and the File. 
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knawing it as greedily u could be. The fil« told bia' 
very gruffly, that he bad beat be quiet, and let hia 
alone; for that he would get very little by oibbling it' 
one, who, upon occasion, could bite iron and steel. 
THE APPLICATION. 
By this Fable Ke im caiitianed to conaider what uij pena 
il before we oiake an attack upoti him, after itn^ monaer irhil- 
■oever; {witicularl;, Iiow we let our tuiiguea slip in censurm; 
the BCtions of those who are, in the opinion of the world, nor 
only of an unqueetionable reputation, an that nobody will bclii^n 
what we insinuate against them; but of such an intlucace, upon 
Recount of their own veracity, that the leajl word fraib then 
would ruin our credit to ail intents and purpogea. If wit be Iha 
case, and wo have a satirical vein, which at certain peiioda mmt 
have a flow, let us be candaus at whom we level it; for if Ua 
person's undprstanding be of better proof thao our own, alt ocr 
IQ^enioua Milliea, like spirits squiited against the wind, will re- 
coil back upon our own faces, and nitke us the ridicula of era- 
ry spectator. This fable, besidea, is not an improper emblem 



:t. 



Ill tall foul whei* 
fting but i 

FAB. XXIV. The Fox and the Goat,, 



; nothing but itself 
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been casting about a long while, to no purpose, how 
he should get out again; when, at last, a Goat came 
to the place, and wanting to drink, asked Reynard 
whether the water was good: good, says he; ay, so 
sweet that I am afraid that I have surfeited myself, 1 
have drank so abundantly. The Goat upon this, 
without any more ado, leaped in; and the Fox, ta- 
king the advantage of his horns, by the assistance of 
them as nimbly leapt out, leaving the poor Goat at 
tiie bottom of the well to shift for himself. 

, THE APPLICATION. 

The doctrine taught ns by this Fable is no more than thii, 
tiiat we ought to ooneider who it is that advises us, before we 
ibUow* the advice. For, however plausible the counsel may 
seem, if the person that gives it is a crafty knave, we may be 
aemired that he intends to senre himself in it, more than us, if 
not to erect something to his own advantage out of our ruin. 

The little, poor country attorney, ready to starvQ, and sunk 
to the lowest depth of poverty, for want of employment, by 
tnch arts as these, draws the 'squire his neighbour into the 
guiph of the law; imtil, layiiu^ hold on the branches of his rev. 
enue, he Ufls himself out (^obscurity, and leaves the other 
immured in the bottom of a mortgage. 



FAB. XXV. 7%e Countryman and ike Snake. 



A Villager, in a frosty, snowy winter, found a snake 
onder a hedge, almost dead with cold. He could not 
help having a compassion for the poor creature, m . 
brought it home, and laid it upon the hearth near the 
fire; but it had not laid there long, before (being re> 
vived with the heat) it began to erect itself, and flying ' 
at his wife and children, filled the whole cottage with 
dreadful hissings. The countryman hearing an out- 
cry, and perceiving whaVthe matter was, catched up 
s mattock, and soon dispatched him; upbraiding him 
at the same time in these words: is this, vile wretch, i 
the return you make to him that saved your life? die | 
as you deserve, but a single death is too good for you. ' 

THE APPLICATION. 

It is the natnre of ingialea ta return aril for ga«l; and,tlia 

inoialiBtt in ail age* ba.ic incesssntly declniitied igunnue 

•normilf of thii crimaj concluding tW thej who are ctpsbla 

ef hnrliiig their beiw&clnra, aw not fit to Uve n < 
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hwng itch u the natural tiei of parent, friend, or eoaotnr m 
too iraak to restrain within the bcNinds of aaciety. Indeeo, tha 
sin of ingratitude is to detestable, that none but tbe moat in- 
human temper can be guilty of it, so, in writing to men, Uiera 
is no oecasion to use many words; either in exposing the nee 
itself^ or dissuading people from the commission of it. There- 
fore, it is not likely, that a person of JEsop^s sagacity would 
have oompiled this fable, without having scHncthing else in 
view, besides tiiis trite and obvieas subject .He oertainl? in- 
tended to put us in mind, that, as none but a poor siUy clown 
would go to take up a snake and cherish it, so we shall be very 
negligent and* ill-advised, if, in dcnng good offices, we do not 
take care to bestow oar benevolence upon proper objects. It 
was not at all unnatural in the snake to hiss, and brandish hia 
tongne and fly at the first that came near him; as soon at the 
person that saved his lite as any other, indeed mora likely, 
becaoae nobody else had so much to do with him. Nor is it 
strange at any time to see a reprobate fuel throwing his poison- 
ous language about and committing extravagances, against 
those, more especiaUy, who are so inadvertent as to concern 
tbemaelvea with him. The snake and the raprobate will not 
appear extraordinary in their malevolence; but the sensible 
part of mankind cannot help thinking those gmH^ of great in- 
discretion who receive either of them into their protection. 
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FAB. XXVI. The Mountains tnXabouf. 



The Mountains were said to be in labour, taA jA- 
tered mott dreadful groana. The people came to- 
gether, far and near, to see what birth would be pro- 
duced; and aflcr the; had waited a considerable ttam 
in expectation, wit crept a mouse. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Great cry und little wool, U the EnglM proverb; Ibe acena 
of which bean an exsct pioportion to thw F&ble. Bj which 
an exposed, ill thoae who promiBe winiethini; exceeding great, 
but come off with a prodnctioii cidiculoogly little. ProiectoTB 
of all kinds who endeavour by utifipial rumauis to raiae the 
Bxpectationt of mankind, and then by their mean perfbrmancoa 
defeat and disappoint them, Imve, time out of nui)^ been lashed 
with the recital of this fable. How agreeably auipriaing it is to 
OTe an unpromising fevouritef whom the caprice of fbitune baa 
plaoed at the helm of itate, serving the t^ommonlvealth with 
JuatiM andintegritTi instead of smothering and embezding the 
pnblie trsimre to his own private and wicked enda! and oa 
the coDtruy, how melanchotj', how dreadiiiU w rather, Ik>w 
natparating and provoking a sight is it, to behi^ oae, whesa 
mmaiit dedaiation fiir liberty and tha public good, have raU. 
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■fry thing tt 
■aniiilj amj jn Binoke, vid u 
ifortsbJe prospect. 



e day there h^peoed some words betwmn tb« 
id the fly about piecedencj, and the point was ai* 
with great warmth and eageme*a on both sides, 

the 6y, it ia well liQown what my pretensioDi ara, j 

low justly they are groundedj there is never an- '* 

e that 13 otTered, but I always taste of the entrails, j 

before the gods themselves.- I have one of tbq J 

:ntoBt deats at church, and frequent fiM altar M J 
aa any body; I have a free admission at court; 

an never want the king's ear, for I gometimes sit t 

his shoulder. There ii not a maid of honour, 4 

idsonM yoting creature comes in mjlftf, but, it j 
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I like her, I settle betwixt her bahny lips. And then I 
eat and drink the best of every thing, without having 
any occasion to work for my living. What is there 
that such country pusses as you enjoy, to be compa- ■ 
red with a life like this? The Ant, who by this time 
had composed herself, replied with a great deal of tern* 
per, and no less severity: Indeed, to be a guest at an 
entertainment of the gotfs, is a very great honour, if 
one is invited; but I should not care to be a disagree- 
able intruder any where. You ialk of the* king and the 
court, and the fine ladies there, with great familiarity; 
but, as I have been getting in my harvest in summer, 
I have seen a certain person, under the town walls, 
making a hearty meal upon something that is not so 
proper to be mentioned. As to your frequenting the 
altars, you are in the right to take sanctuary where 
you are like to meet with the least disturbance. But 
I have known people, before now, run to altars, and 
call it devotion, when they have been shut out of aU 
good company, and had no where else to go. You do 
not work for your living you say; tru^; thereforff when 
you have played away the sunmier, and winter comes, 
you have nothing to live upon: and, while you are starv* 
ing with cold and hunger I have a good warm house 
over my head, and plenty of provisions al)OUt me« 

• • THE APPLICATION. 

ThiB Fable points oat to ub the different cHaractem of tiioao 
that reoommend themselves in a vainglorious way, by fiJse and 
borrowed lights; and of those whose real merit procures them a 
good Esteem wherever ther go. Poverty and foUjr having, at 
Sie same time possession of any one man, cannot fiul of mAttig 
him an object of pity, if not of contempt; but, when an empty, 
ficnatited pride happens to be joined with them, they render thi 
feature in whom they meet, at the same time despicable and 
ridiculous. One who often attends at court, not because he has 
a place, but because he has not, should not value himself upon his 
condition. They who g^ to ehurch out of vanity and curiosity, ' 
and not jg;>r fkrt devotion, ahould not value themaehres iqwa 
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dMir ralifiou; fbr it ii nut wortli t rtraw. "Dwy wbo eat at • 
thrao peni^j ordiaajy^ and sometiiuefl niA so well, flbootd not 
bo«i>teiUier_ of their dinner or company. In >liort, nobody !■■ 
better gentlemui than be whoee faoneit indogtry nippliee bin 
witb a. plenty of all oeceBaariet, who are hi well acquainted wilk 
booour aa never to say or do a meui unjnfit thing, and wbo da- 
■ptaea an idle Moondiel, but knows bow to esteem men of bia 
own principles. Such a one is a perHm of the fint qoali^, 
tbongb be haa nsvei ■ tille, and ought to take place of ereir 
moo who is not so good aa hunseif. 

PAB. XXVIII. The OW Hound. 



An old Hound, who had been on excellent good one 
in hia time, and given his maater great spoit and ta- 
tJB&ction in many a. chace, at last, by the eifect of 
years, .became feeble and unserviceable. However, 
being in the field one day, when the Stag was alntost 
mn dowi), he happened to be the first that caipe in 
with him,. mid seized him by one of his hatmche^ but 
luB decayed and broken teeth not being e^e to keep 
thair bold, the deer escaped and th^w him quite >»>*- 
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Upoft which his masfter being in a great passion, and 
going to strike him, the honest old creature is said to 
have barked out this apology: ah! do not strike your 
poor old servant; it is not my heart and inclination, 
but my strength and speed that fail me. If what I now 
.am, displeases, pray do not forget what I have been. 

THE APPLICATION. 

This applieatioii may flenre to five us a general view of the 
ingratitude of the greatest part of mankind. Notwithstanding 
all the civility and complacency that is used among people 
where there is a common intercourse of business, yet let the 
main springi^ the probability of their being serviceable to each 
other, either in point of pleasure or profit, be but once broken, 
and farewell courtesy: so far from continuing any regard in be- 
half of past favours, that it is very well if they Ibrbear dofaig 
any thing that is injurious. If the master had only, ceased to 
caress and make much of the old HouAd when he wai^ past do- 
ing any service, it had not been very strange; but to treat a 
poor creature ill, not for a failure of inclination, but merely a 
defect of nature, must, notwithstanding the crowd of examples 
there are to countenance it, be pronounced inhuman and un. 
reasonable. 

There are two accounts upon which people that have bees 
useful are frequently neglected. One, when they are so de. 
cayed, either through age or some accident, that they are no 
longer able to do Uie services they have fbrmerly done; the 
other, when the occasion of emergency, which required such 
talents, no longer exists. PhsBdrus, wko more than once com. 
plains of the bad consequences of age, makes no other applica- 
tion to this fable, than bf telUne his friend ^hiletus, with some 
regret, that he wn^ it with such a view: having, it seemsr been 
repaid with neglect or worse ussfe, fiir services done in his 
youth to those who were then able to afford him a better re- 
cempense. 
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FAB. XXIX. The ^ck Kite. 



ile had been sick ■ longtime, and finding ihera 

hopes of recovery, begged of his mptber to 
all the churches and religious houitea in the 
/, to try what promises and pmyera would ef- 
liis behalf. The old Kite replied, indeed, dear 
would willingly undertake any thing U> sar^ 
fe, but ! have great reason to despair of doing 
;y service in the way you propose: for, with 
ice can I ask any thing of the gods in favour of' 
liose whole life has been a continued Kene ^f 
and injustice, and who has not »cTupl«d, upon 
II, to rob the very altars thernselveat 

THE APPUCATIOS. 
ehoraal of th« fable aliDBBt nnfcVDi*^ A«w» trar-at.- 

1 that very wrion* sod Important point, the conHideTi- 
deatMied repantanoa. And to eipoM lli« ibmrdily of' 
iiion eatit a weak Smndation, wo nwid only "k tlm «b»» 
with tlie kita in the fable; bow (an ho tlul has ol^'t- 

od* all hia lifb-finie b; doiDg a£ta^ duheuuitraoiLiB* 
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■fibnd them toy kmgar 1 when, in tiuth sach a Tepentance can 

■iznifyDOlliingbnt aconiirniBtionaf hisfbrmer impndenOB and 
Smji tar luie no stupidity can exceed thst of the man who ei- 



FAB. XXX. TV Hares and tke VtogB. 



Upon a great Btorm <^ wind tbaX blew among' tbe 
trees and bushes, and made a rustling in the le&Tes, 
the hares (in a certain park where there happened to 
be plenty of them) were so terribly frightened, that 
they ran like mad all over the place, res<rfving to seek 
out some retreat of more security, or to end theiAn- 
faappy days by doing violence to themselves. With 
this resolution they fouad &n outlet, where a pale bad 
~ been broken down; and bolting forth mpoa an adjoin- 
ing common, had not run far before the course wai 
fft^t by that of t gentle brook which glided acros* 
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the way they intended to take* This was so grievous a 
disal^intment, that they were tiot able to bear it, 
and they determined rather to throw themselres head- 
long into the water^ let what would come of it, than 
lead a life so full of dangers and crosses. But upon 
their ccmiing to the biiik of the river, a parcel of 
Frogs 'which were sittmg there, frightened at their 
approach, leapt into ^p stream in great confusion, 
and dived to the very bottom for fear; which a cun- 
ning old Puss observing, called to the rest and said, 
Hold, have a care what ye do; here are other crea- 
tures, I perceive, which have their fears as well as 
we; do not then let us fancy ourselves the most nuse- 
rable of any upon earth; but rather, by their example, 
learn to bear patiently those inconveniences which 
our nature has thrown upon us. 

THE APPLICATION* 

This fiible is designed to show us how unreasonable many 
people are, fer living in such oontinaed fears and disquiets 
about the miserableness of their condition. There is hardly any 
state of lifb great enough to satisfy the wishes of an ambAJous 
man, and scarce any so mean, but may supply all the necessa 
ries of him that is moderate. But if people will he so unwise 
as to work themselves up to imaginary misfortune, why do they 
grumble at nature and their stars, when their own perverse 
minds are only to blame! If we are to conclude ourselves un* 
h^py by as many degrees as there are others sreater than we, 
why then the greatest part of mankind must be miserable, in 
some degree at least But, if they who repine at their own af- 
flicted ocmdition, would reckon up how many more there are 
with whom they would not change cases, thui whose pleasure 
they envy« they would certainly rise up better satisfied from 
laci^ttonclufliQn. But what' shall we say to tiKise who have a 
way IKreating themselves panics, from tlia rustling of the wind, 
the scratching of a rat or mouse behind the hangings, the flut- 
tering of a moth, or the motion of their own shadow by moon- 
U^tf their own life is as full of alarms as that of a Here, and 
they sever think themselves so happy as when, like the timoir- 
<ms.fofiu in the &ble, they meet with a set of oeatarea as fear- 
ful as thenuelres. 

G 
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FAB. XXXL 7%e lion and the Moose. 



A Lion, faint with beat, and weary with hnnti|'?' 
was laid down to take Ids lepaee under the spreading 
boughs of a thick shady oak. It happened that wbilt 
ho slept, afiompany <^ scrambling mice ran over 1"^ 
back and waked hiin. Upon which, starting up, •* 
clapped his paw upon one of them, and was just f^ 
ing to put it to death, when the little supplia^ i"*" 
plored his mercy in a very moring manner, begp"^ 
him not to stain his noble character with the blow '^ 
so despicable and small a beast. The Lion, considi^i- 
ing the matter, thought pri^r to do as ho ws^^^"' 
ed, and immediately released hia little trembli^ V"' 
Boner. ' Net hag after, traversing the forest in p<"'' 
Buit of prey, he chanced to ran into the toils rf ■'^ 
hunters, from whence, not able (o disengage hiro^''' 
lie set up a most hideous and loud roar. The Mo"' 
bearing the voiG«, and knowing it to be the Lipi>'^ 



JBSOPSFABLEa 7» 

immediately repaired to the place and bid him fear 
nothing, for that he was his friend. Then straight 
he fell lo work, and with his little sharp teeth gnai^ 
ing asunder the knots and fastenings of the toils, set 
the royal brute at liberty. 

THE APPLICATION. 

4 

Tins fiiblB ^^68 ns to understajid, that there b no person m 
the world so little, bat even the greatest may, at some time or 
other, stand in need of his assistance; and oonseqnently that it 
is good to use clemency, where there is ai^F-room ror it, ta^ 
wards those who &Ji in our power. A generosity of this kind 
is a handsome virtue, and looks very graceful whenever it is ex- 
erted, if there were nothing else in it; but as the lowest neople 
in "Me may, npon occasion, have it in their power either to 
serve or hurt us, that makes it our duty, in point of common in- 
terest, to behave ourselves withjrood nature and leni^ towards 
jdl with whom we have to da Then the gratitude of the mouse, 
and his readiness, not only to repay, but even to exceed the 
<»b]igatioin due to Ids benefiictor, notwithstanding his Uttle body, 
fivni us a specimen of a great soul, whidh is never so mndi 
delvhted as with an opportunity of ahowiiig how Bensible it is 
43i fivoors received. « 
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FAB. XXXII. The Fata] Mami^e. 



The lion aforeaaid, touched with the grateful pio- 
eedure of the Mouse, and resolved not to be outdone 
in generosity by any wild beaat whatever, desired his 
little deliverer to name his own terras, for that he 
might depend upon his complying with any proposal 
he should make. Th^; Mouse, fired with ambition at 
this gracious oSer, did not bo much consider what 
was proper for him to have, as what was in the 
power of his prince to grant: and so, presumptuously 
demanded his princely daughter, the young Lioness, 
in marriage. The Lion consented. But when he 
would have given the royal virgin into his possession, 
she, like a giddy thing as she was, not minding how 
she walked, by chance set her paw upon ber spouse, 
who was coming to ineet her, and crushed her little 
dear to pieces. 
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THE APPLICATION. 

• Tbis ftble seems intended to show us how miserable some 
peo^ make themselves by a wrong choice, when they have all 
the good things in the world spreM before them to choose out 
o£ In short, if that one particular of judgment be wanting, it 
is not in the power of the greatest monardi upon earth, nor of 
the repeated smiles of fortune, to make us happy. It is the want 
or possession of a good judgment, which oftentimes makes the 
przDoe a poor wretch, and the poor philosopher completely easy. 
Now, the first and top degree of judgment is to know one*s 
selfj to be able to make a tolerable estimate of cHie*s own ca- 
pscity, so as not to speak or undertake any thing which mav 
either injure or make us ridiculous, and yet (as wonder^ as it 
is) there have been men of allowed good sense in particular, 
and {MMsessed of all desirable qualifications in general, to make 
lifo delightfol and a^eeable, who have unhappily contrived to 
mateh tnemseSves with a woman of genius and temper necessa- 
rily tending to blast their peace. - This proceeds fVom some 
unaccountable blindness. But, when the wealthy plebeians of 
mean extractions, and unrefined educations, as an equivalent 
for their money, demand bribes out of the nurseries of our peer- 
age, their being despised, or at least overlooked, is so unavoid- 
able, unless in extraordinary cases, that nothing but a false 
taste of glory, could make them enter upon a scheme so incon- 
astent and unpromising. 



o2 
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FAB. XXXm. 1^ Wood and the Ctown. 



A Conntrj fsflow came one dsy into the wood, and 
looked about him with some concern; upon which the 
trees, with a curiosity natural to some other crea- 
tures, asked him what he wanted? He replied, that 
' he wanted only a piece of wood to make a handle to 
hia hatchet. Since thefwaa all, it was voted UDani- 
mgualy tiiat he should have a piece of good^ sound, 
tough ash. But he had no sooner received and fitted 
it for his purpose, than he began to lay about him un- 
mercifully, and to hack and hew without distinction, 
felling the noblest trees in all the forest. Then the 
oak is said to have spoken thus to the beech, in a low 
whiaper, Brother, we must t^e It for our pains. 
THE APPLICATION. 

No Mople ire more jull; liable to suffer than Uioae who (oT' 
niih thrar eDeiiii(^< with any kind of Bsautaiice. It is geDerous 
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Aiid to bu distreu; that whea he mi^ht tuve prevented it Iw 
brought bia miafartimeB upon Mmself, by bU own credulity. 

AdJ perBon In k commiiaitj, b; whst aajne or title soever 
dittbtgoiihed, who afiects a power which ma; pomibh- hurt the 
people, u an enemy to that people, and theretors tbev ouf ht 
ant (o ttuat him: tor thonch he wets ever BO fiiilj determined not 
to aboae mich a power, yet he ia ao &r a bad man, aa he dittorb* 
the people's quiet, and xnakea tliem Jealous and imeaaj, by de- 
uring to have it, or even retaining it, when it may prove mis- 
ehievooa. If we coaault hiitor;, we shall find lluU the thing 
called Freragalivt, hai been clumed and coDteoded tbr chiaflj 
by thoee who never intended to make a good uie of it) and u 
rtadily resigned and thrown ap by just and wise princes, who 
had the trne interest of their people at heart. How like sense. 
iMsatscks do they act, who, by complimenting some eapricioui 
inorlal, from time to time, witJi parcels of prerogative, at last 
put it oat of their power to del^d and maintain themaelvea 
in th^ ju«t and natural liberty. 

FAB. XXXIV. TTie Horse and the Stag. 



The SUg with his sham horn", f^' the b«tf 
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the horse, and drove him clear out of the paglure, 
where they used to feed together. So the latter en- 
ved the assistance of man; and, in order to receive the 
benefit of it, sufi<^red him to put a bridle into his mouth, 
and a saddle upon his back. By this way of proceed- 
ing, he entirely defeated his enemy: but was mightily 
disappointed, when, upon returning thanks, and desi- 
ring to be dismissed, be received this answer: No, I 
never knew before how useful a drudge you were; now 
I have found what you are good for, you may depend 
upon it I will keep you to it. 

THE APPLICATION. 

As the foregoing &h]» was intended to cautioii us agauuit 
consenting to any thing that might prejudice public ubertj, 
this may serve to keep us upon our guard in the preservation 
of that which is of a private nature. This is the use and inter- 
pretation given of it by Horace, the best and most polite philoso- 
pher t^at wrote. Aner reciting the fiible, he applies it thus: 
this, says he, is the case of him, who, dreading poverty, parts 
with that inviduable jewel, liberty: like a wretch as he is, he 
will always be subject to a tyrant of some sort or other, and be \ 
a slave for ever; because his avaricious spirit knew not how te 
be contented with that moderate competency, which he might 
have possessed uidqpe&dent of the world. 



jESOP'S PABLE& Bl 

FAB. XXXV. TSieCountry Mouse andlheCitj'tllowe. 



An honest, plain, sensible country mouse, is raid to 
have entertained at hia hole, one <lBy, a fine ■ipuse of , 
the botrn. Having formerly been play-fellows logelher 
they were old acquaintance, which served as an apolo- 
^ for the visit. However, as muster of the house, 
he thought himself obliged to dq the honours of it, in 
all respects, and^to make as great a stranger of his 
guest as he possibly could. In order to this, he set be> 
fore him a reserve of delicate grey peas and bacon, a 
dijh of fine oatmeal, some parings of new cheese, and 
to crown oJI with a dessert, a remnant of a charming 
mellow apple. In good manners, he forbore to eat any 
himself, lest the stranger should not have enough; but 
'hat he might seem to hear the other company, sat 
wd nibbled a piece of wheaten-straw very busily, — 
At last, says the spark of the town, old crony, give 
me leave to be a little free with you; How can y 
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bear to live in this nasty, dirty, melancholy hole here, 
wit)i nothing but woods, and meadows* and mountains, 
and rivulets about you? do not you prefer the conver- 
sation of the world to the chirping of birds, and the 
splendour of a court to the rude aspect of an unculti- 
vated desert? Come, take my word for it you wiU find 
it a change for the better. Never stand considering 
but away this moment. Remember, we are not im- 
mortal, and therefore have no time to lose* Make sure 
of to-day, and spend it as agreeable as you can; yott 
know not what may happen to-morr6w. In short, 
these and such like arguments prevailed, and his 
country acquaintance was resolved to go to town that 
night. So they both set out upon their journey tpge* 
ther, proposing to sneak in after the close of the even- 
ing. They did so; and about midnight, made their 
entry into a certain great house, where there had been 
an extraordinary entertainment the day before, and 
several tit-bits, which some of the servants had pur- 
loined, were hid under the seat of a window; the coun- 
try guest was inunediately placed in the midst of a 
rich Persian carpet; and now it was the Courtier's 
turn to entertain, who indeed acquitted himself in that 
capacity with the utmost readiness and address, chang- 
ing the courses as elegantly, and tasting every thing 
first as judiciously as any clerk of the kitchen. The 
other sat and enjoyed himself like a delighted epicure; 
tickled to the last degree with this new turn of his af- 
fairs; when on a sudden, a noise of somebody opening 
the door made them start from their seats, and.sputtle in 
confusion about the dining room. Our country friend, 
in particular, was ready to die with fear at the bark- 
ing of a huge mastiff or two, which opened their 
throats just about the same time, and made the whole 
bouse echo. At last recovering himself. Well, says 
be, if this be your town-life, much good may you do 
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with it: Give me my poor quiet hole again, with mi^ 
homely but comfortable green peas. 

THE APPLICATION. 

A moderate fortune with t quiet retirement in the covntry, 19 
preferable to the greatest aMaence whidi is attended with care 
and the perplexity of business,, inseparable from the noise 
and hurry of the town. The practice of the generality of peo- 
ple of the best taste^ it is to be owned, is directly against us in 
this point; but, when ii is considered that this practice of theirs 
proceeds rather from a compliance with the feshion of the timesy 
than their own prir&te thoughts, the objection is of no force* 
Amon^ the great nambers of men who have received a learned 
education, how ietr are there bnt either have their fortunes en- 
tirely to make; or, at least think they deserve to have, and ought 
not to lose th? opportunity of getting somewhat more than 
their fiithers lave left them. The town b the field of action 
for volunteerr of this kind; and whatever fondness they may 
have for the country, yet they must stay till their circumstances 
will admit of a retreat thither. But sure there never was a man 
yet, who iTVed in a constant return of trouble and fittigue in 
towuf as a»l inen qf business do in some degree or other, but 
has ibrn}^ to himself some end of getting some sufficient com* 
patency, which may enable him to purchase a quiet possession 
in the country, where he may indidge his genius, and give up 
his dd.age to that easy smooth life, which in the tempest of 
boBiniSB, he had so often longed for. Can any thing argue more 
stroqgly for a country life, than to observe what a long course 
of labour people go through, and what difficulties they encoun- 
ter to come at it? they look upon it, at a distance, like a kind of 
heaven, a place of rest and happiness; and are pushing forward 
through the rugged thorny cares of the world, to make their 
way towards it If there are many, who though born to plenti- 
ful fortune, yet live most part of their time m the noise, the 
smoke and hurry of the town, we shall find, upon inquiry, that 
necessary indispensable business is the real or pretended plea 
which most of them have to make for it The court and the 
senate require the attendance of same: law suits, and the pro* 
per direction c^ trade engage others; the3r who have a sprightfy 
wit, and an elegant taste for conversation, will resort to the 
place which is frequented by people of the same turn, whatever 
aversion they may otherwise have for it; and others, who have 
no ^ch pretence, have yet this to say, they follow the fiisb^-^ ~ 
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oend the ooimtry as the mioet pn^ 
Ecene lor mnocencB, ease, and virtaoiU) pleaBiue; and, mccaii- 
inglj, ioDtnooppoituoitieaafeajoj'iiie itj taiivmn of the girti- 
ett dutinclioii unong the moderns, have ever thought them- 
aelrea most happy, when they could be decently Bpiared fivn 
the employment which the ezcalleQcy "of their talents necetB- 
lily threw them into, to embrace the chuminf leisiue of i 



FAB. XXXVI. 77u! Mouse anrf the Weasel. 



A little, starved, thin-gutted rogue of a Mouse, bad 
vith much pushing and application, made hia waj 
through a small hole into a corn-baahet, where he 
stuSed and crammed so plentifully, that when he 
would hare retired the way be cune, he fcnmd himself 
too plump, with all his endeavours, to accon^lish it> 
A Weasel, who stood at some distance, and bad boeo 
divertiog himself with beholding the vain efforts of 
the Itttk fat thing, called to him and eud: hark ye, 
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Inmest tA^nit if you have aaiind to make ycfur es- 
cape, (here is but one way for it; contrive to grow as 
poor ttAd as lean as ypu were when yte ^^lei«d, md 
tiiea, pei^aps, you may get off. 

THfi APPLBCATION. 

HiBy 'wiie, from a pom mean eandition, ktsiftuate Ihemielres 
into a.^gnM)d teiTtatB, are not always the most heiffpy* There is, 
miaiy times, a qcdet And content attemKng a low life, to wfaioh 
a ridi nan is an ntter stranger. Riches and cares are alfooet 
inse|MUrable; and idiperer would get rid of liie one, must con- 
tent bfansdlf to be di^sted of the o^er. He that has been ac 
fUaiflted- wilii tlie finreets -of life, iree Geom the incnmbranoe of 
vealdi, and longs to enjoy them again, must strip bim^f of 
that incombrance, if ever h^ means to attain his wishes. 

Some^ from eree{nng into the lowest station of life, have, in 
process of timc,1iUed ihe greatest places in it; and |rrown so 
Mdky by pmissing their insatiate appetite after jnooey, that 
when they woaM have retired, they &und themselves too opn- 
fent and mil to get off. latere has been no expedient finr them 
to creep out, till ther were«queesed and reduced in some mea- 
tare, to their primitive littleness. They that fill themselves 
with that which is the property of otera, i^umld ahtci^ be so 
served befi>re they are soffered to escape. 
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FAB. XXXVII. Tft« BeUy and the Memben. 



In former days, when the Betl; and the other jmfs 

ofthe body enjojedthefacultyof speech, they had sepa- 
rate viewa and designs of their own: each port it 
seems in particular for himself, and in the name of the 
whole, took exceptions at the conduct of the Bellr, 
and were resolved to grant him supplies no longer 
They said they thought it very hard, that be should 
lead an idle good-for-nothing life, spending and squan- 
dering away, upon his own ungodly gutA, a}! the frails 
of their labour; and that, in abort, they were resolved 
for the future, to strike offhis allowance, and let hint 
shift for himself as well as be could. The hands pro- 
tested they would not lift up a linger to keep him fiom 
starving; and the mo^th wished he might never apeft 
again, if he took in the" least bit of nourishment for 
him as long as he lived; and, say the tecthj may we 
be rotted, if ever w^ chew a morsel for hhn for the 
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future. This solemn league and covenant was kept 
as long as any thing of that kind can be kept, which 
wag, until, each of the rebel members pined away to 
skin and bone, and could hold out no longer. Then 
they found there was no doing without the belly, and 
that, afl idle and insignificaAt as he seemed, he con* 
tributed as much to the maintenance and welfare of 
all the other parts, as they did to his. 

THE APPLICATION. 

This fkhle was spoken by Mcninius Agrippa, a famous Ro- 
man Cbnsol and General, when he was deputed by the Senate 
to appease a dan^rous tumult and insunection of the people. 
The many wars that nation was engaged in, and the frequent 
supplies mey were obUered to raise, had so squred and inflamed 
the minds of the pcuulace, th|tt they were resolved to endure 
it Bjgi.lsntger, and obstinately refused to pay the taxes which 
were'levied upon them. It is easy to discern how the great man 
applied this table. For if the branches and members of a cem- 
munity refuse the government that aid which its necessaries 
require, the whole must perish together* The rulers of a state, 
as idle and insignificant as they may sometimes seem, are ret as 
necessary to be kept up and maintained in a proper and decent 
grandeur, as the family of each private person is, in a condition 
suitable to itself. Every man*s enjoyment of that little which 
he gains by his daily labour, depends upon the government's 
being maintained in a condition to defend and secure him in it* 
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FAB. XXXVQI. ne Urk and her T<»iii£ Onea. 



ALarkjWhoha^Toung^oneainafieldofcom'wlueli | 
was almost ripe, Was under aome fear lest the reapen 
should come to re^ it before the young brood were 
fiedged, and able to Temofe from the place: where- 
fore upoD flying' abroad to look for food, she left this 
charge nith them, that they shoirid take nofflb what 
they heard talked of in her abseifce, and tell her of it 
when she came back again. When she was gone tbey 
heard the owner of the corn call to his eon. Welt, aaya 
he, I think this corn is ripe enough; I would hsfV you 
go early to-morrow, and desire our friends and neigh* 
hours to corns and help ub to reap it. When the old 
Lark came home, the young onea fell a quivering and 
chirping round her, aad told her what had happened, 
begging her to remove them as fast as she could. The 
mother bid tjiem be eaayj for, Bays she, if the pwner 
depends npon flrienda and neighbours, I am pretty aura 
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the com will not be reaped to-monow. Next day she 
went ottt again upon the same occasion, and left the 
same orders with them as before. The owner came 
and stayed, expecting those he had sent to; but the 
sun grew hot, and nothing was done, for not a soul 
came to help him. Then says he to his sons, I per- 
ceive these friends of ours are not to be depended 
upon, so that you must even go to your uncles and cou- 
sins, fuid tell them I desire they would be here betimes 
to-morrow morning to help Us reap. Well, this the 
young ones, in a great fright also reported to their 
mother. If that be all, says she, do not be frightened, 
children, for kindred and relations do not use to be 
so very forward to serve one another; but take parti- 
cular notice what you hear said next time, and be sure 
you let me know it. She went abroad the next day as 
usual; and the owner finding his relations as slack as 
the rest of his neighbours, said to his son, hark ye 
George, do you get a couple of good sickles ready 
against to-morrow morning, and we will even reap 
the com ourselves. When the young ones told their 
mother this, then, says she, we must be gone indeed; 
for, when a man undertakes to do his business himsejf, 
it is not so likely that he will be disappointed. So she 
removoMher yoimg ones immediately, and the corn 
was reaped the next day by the good man and his son. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Never depend upon the assistance of friends and relations in 
any thing which you are aj)le to do yourself; for nothings is more 
fickle and uncertain. The man who relies upon the other for 
the execution of any affair of importance, is not only, kept in a 
wretched and skvish suspense, while he expects the issue of (he 
matter, but generally meets with a disappointment. While he 
who lays the chief stress of his business upon himself,' and de- 
pends upon his own industry and attention for the success of 
his affairs, is in the fkirest way to attain hif end; ^d, if »t last he 
ihooM miscarry, has this to com&rt him, that it was notthroiwh 
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bit own negligence, and i vvio e:q>ectation eflbe uaMMKaaT 
friends. To itaDd by Aaraelves u much as jKiorible, t» van 
our own aticncth and vigiboce in the prosecution ■^oacBQun, 
ia g>ad-likei being tbe result of a most noble and highlj eialted 
reason; but they who procitutinaU and detbr the buaineea ol 
life by an idle dependence upon olhera, in tiling* which it i» hi 
Uieir own ponn to effect, sink down into ■ kind of sbqiid ab- 
ject elavery, ud ahow thenuelves unworthy of tliu talents villi 
wliich human nature ia dignified. 

EAB. XXXIX. TTte Nurse and the WoW. 



A Nurse wh« was endeavouring ta quiet a froward 
bawling child, among other attempts, IhieateDed to 
ttuow it out of doors to the Wolf, if it did not leave off 
crying. A Wolf, who cbanc^ to be piowliDg ueai 
the doOT, just at that time, heard tlia ezpresEdmi, ud 
believing the woman to be in earnest, waited a itmg 
while about the house in expectation of seeing hei 
words made good. . But at last the child, weaiied 
with its own in^xirtunitiea, fell asltap, and the poor 
wolf was forced to retura back to the woodt empt; 
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ands^plpeiiBSB* The Sox meeting him, and •oiprifled 
to see ium going home so thin and disconsolate, ask- 
ed him what was the matter, and how he came to 
speed BO hotter that night? Ahl do not ask me, nja 
he: I was so silly as to helieve what the nune 8aMl» 
and hilvo been disappointed. 

THE APPLICATION. 

AS the moralists hmve agreed to interpret thi* &Ua at t ota- 
tion to ea ney«r to trust a woman. What reatone they ooald 
have &at giving so rough and oncoortly a precept, is not easy to 
be imagined^ for however fickle and unstable tNMne women may 
be, it is well known there are lome who have a greater i|e|nrd 
for truth in what they assert or promise, than most men. There 
is not room, in so short a compass, to express a due conoemfor 
the hokiour of the ladies upon this occasion, nor to show how 
much one is disposed to vindicate them; and though there le 
nothing bad which can be said of them, but may with equal 
justice be avened of the other sex; yet one would not venture 
to gbn them quite so absolute a precaution as. the old mytholo- 
^ts have affixed to this faUe, but only advise them to consider 
weVL and thorotighly of the matter before they trust any Man 
living. 



MS0V3 FABLES. 
FAB. XL. The Toitoise and the. Eagle. 



ambitious to have a prospect, and look about him, 
g»ve out, that if any bird would take him up into the 
air, and show him the world, he would reward hin 
with a discovery of many precious Btonea, which he 
knew were hidden in a certain place of the earth; the 
Eagle undertook to do as be desired; and wheo he 
had performed his commission, demanded the reward. 
But finding the Tortoise could not make good hi* 
word, he stuck his talons into the softer part of his 
body, and made him a sacriGce to his revenge. 

THE APPLICATION. 
AimaiKrf'binHKitoilgbttocanHder calmly how far llw Ihingi 
whid) tha; promiM ua.y be in their power babre tliej ventnn 
to nui^s foinilH* ddod tliis Bccount, becsUH the Dm.nrftna- 
■ues of tbsm will be apt to excite uniuulnra withui tbem- 
MlfM, uul ttmiih their reput&tiaii in the ayaa of rtber peoplK 



JKaOF9FABUa. 



41 Ibeir inpndeitl fiurgsriw dnw apca tkeroMlTn IL. _. 
ml of thoas (ritom tfiej diMppoint, and that tfnnhiwint 
< tkni anilBr^ ■ murt, bat dtaerred i Imliwiiiwiil llw 
hoii n itnind a knvre u ta mike • Ijinf pnmuMiAn* 
lire ta be delected, leceivw the pDuuhmmt of hii tollj 
:d by aD Ihit knoir him. 

FAB. XU. Tke Wind md Om Bom. 



put« Mice arose betwixt tbe Nottk wind and 
, about tb« Miperiorit; of tbeir power; and 
reed to try their strength npon a traTe)ter, 
hould be able to get hia cloak off first. The 
iiul began and blew a very cold blast, accom- 
vith a ^larp dTi?ing shovei. But this aW 
r else he could do, instead of making the aiiM 
cloak, obliged him to gird it about his body 
is possible. Next came the Sun, and break- 
From a thick watery cloud, drove away the 
>urs from the sky, and darted his warm sul- 
9 upon the bead of the poor weather-beaten 
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traveller. The man grows faint willi the heat, and 
unable to endure it any longer, first throws off his 
^heavy cloak, and then flies for protection to the shades 
of a neighbouring grove. 

THE APPLICATION. 

There is something in the nature of men so averse to seven 
tuid boisterous treatment, that he who endeavoars to cairy hb 
point that way, instead of prevailing, generally leaves the mind 
of him, whom he has thus attempted, m a mcHre eonfirmdd aoi 
obstinate situation, than he found it at first. Ktter urords and 
hard usage freezes the heart into a kind of obduracy, which milii 
persuasive and gentle language only can dissolva and softra. 
Persecution has alwiiys fixed and rivetted those opinions which 
it was intended to dispel^ and some discerning men have attri' 
buted the quick growth of Christianity, in a great meamirs to 
the rough and barbfirous reception which ;ts first teachers met 
with in tlio world. The same may have been observed <^ oor 
reformation: the blood of the martyrs was the manure which 
produced the protestant crop, on which the Presbyterian chureh 
has subsisted ever since. Providence, whieh always makes use 
of the most natural means to attain its purposes, has thought fit 
to establish the purest religion by this method: the OQnsiderfr 
tion of which may give a proper check to those, who are coo* 
tinually endeavouring^^f oot out errors by that very mana^ 
ment, whieh so infaHibly fixes and implants all opinions, as well 
erroneous as orthodox. When an opinion is to violently attack- 
ed, it raises an attention in the persecuted party, and gives an 
alarm to their vanity, by making thera think that worth deiend> 
ing and keeping at the hazard of their lives, which, perhaps, 
otherwise, they would asdy havd admired awhile for the saks 
of its novelty, and afterwards resigned of their own accord. In 
short, a fierce turbulent opposition, like the North wind, only 
serves to make a man wrap his notions more closely about him; 
bat we know not what a kind, warm, sunshiny behaviour, right- 
ly applied, would not be able tp efifoct 
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Far XUL TTie Asa xh l\e Lion's Uin. 



Ass, finding the skin of a Lim, put it on; and 
into tiie wowIb and pastures, threw all the docks 
rds into a terrihle co.-i?teraatiaD. At last, meet- 
s owner, lie would have frightened him ala(^ 
; good man seeing his long ears stick out, pre- 
knew btm, and with a good cudgel made him 
e, that, notwithstanding his being dresaed in a 
skin, be was no more than an Am. 

THE APPLICATION. 
a^ctaitinn ia wrong, End tends to expow and make a 
ciilona, ao the more dutant be is from thje Mag wliicb 
8 to appear, the ■tron^t' will be the lidicula which bs 
Bod the fpreater Die momneniencea into which be nuw 
herebj. How itiui^^ lUiEnrd is it Ibf a timorotu par. 
-ocure a mitital; pot, in tn^fer to keep hiniMlf oaVof 
md to&ncyatMcoat the mrestiuateiitHni of coward. 
tbere Invelieeii Uxne wbo hue pwebased a ODOnni*. 
'Old baiBs iiuulled, ud have ben «o nllf ■• to think 
maa ml«rwoTell with a sash, or tied up ui a coekida; 
uld not b« amin Ibt nidi gentlamni to oaRiHleT, tba« 



it i* not in the power of scarlet oloth to ■Itw nalare: and tLiI 
U it it eipecled I. soldiet should Show faiiniHJif ft man of oonn^ 
abd intrapidi^ apon «ll poper oeeauona, thoy may by Ik) 
neain meet tlie diegrwe titer Mtemied lo svoid, and «9^etr 
etwUer uiefl tbm the; aeetied to have done. However, A ii 
not in the point of fbcthudc <Alj that people aie tiable to 'expnc 
tlieniKh'eB by aoummg a ohaiactei to which they are notoqeiL 
but he who nutsonaahowofloarning, of religion, or a enperi- 
or capacity lO any reapeot, or in short, of any virtue m- know- 
ledge to wluch Jie hu no proper.claim, ii an^ nillalw^alK 
fboDd to be 'In Am* in a iMn't itin, 

• • FAB. XUU. TOe Frog and tile Fox. 



A Fn^, leaping out of the lake, and taking the ad- 
vuitage of a rising groand, made a proclamation to all 
tho beasts of the foieat, that he was an ahle physiciaiii 
uid for curing all manner of distempers, would torn 
bis htA to no person living' This discourse, utter- 
ed in^pucel^rf'hard cramp words, which oebodf un- 
derstood, made the blasts admire his leatning, umI 
give credit (o every thing he said. At last, thra Fos, 
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who wtti iHresent, with indignation asked hiniy how 
he opuld have the impudence with thoee thin kn- 
tem-jaw8, that meagre, pale phiz, and blotched ^Nit- 
ted body, to set up for one who waa able to cure the 
infiiaiiities of others? 

THE APPLICATION. 

A sickly, infinn look, is as disadvantagoous in a physician, as 
that of a rake in a clergyman, or a sheepish one in a soldier. If 
this moral contains any thin^ further, it is, that we shoold not 
set up ibr rectifying enormities in others, while we laboor un- 
der the same ourselves. Good advice ought always to he follow- 
ed, without our being prejudiced upon account of the person 
from whom it comes: but it is seldom that men can be brought 
to think us worth minding, when we prescribe cures fbt mala- 
d les with which ourselves are infected. Physician, heal thf- 
self, is too scriptural not to be applied upon such an occasion, 
Eind if we would avoid being the jest of an audience, we must 
be sound, and free from those diseases, of which we would en- 
deavour to cure others. How shocked must people have been 
tx> hear a preacher for a whole hour declaim agamst drunken- 
ness, when his own infirmity has been such, that he could nei- 
Lher bear nor forbear drinking, and perhaps was the only person 
in the congregation who mf^e the doctrine, at that time, ne- 
zessajfyl' Others too have been very zealous in exploding 
crimes, for which none were more suspected than themselves; 
3at let snch silly hypocrites remember, that they whose eyes 
vant oouefain^, are the mget improper people in the world to 
>et up for ocahnts. 



I 



.fiSOPS FABI^a 
FAB. XLIV. Tie roiacbievoys DOS'. 



A cerrain man had a Dog which was so cmjtv 
and mis-iiievous, that he waa foreed to fasten a hcHiy 
clog about hia neck, to keep him rrom runtiitig at, anil 
worrying people. This the vain Cur took for a badi,T 
of honourable distinction; and grew so insolent upon 
it, that he looked down with an air of scorn upon the 
neighbouring Dogs, and refused to keep thehi conr- 
pany? But an old poacher, who was one%f the gan;:, 
assured him, that, he had no reason to value himsFlf 
upon the favour he wore, since it was fixed upon mm 
rather as a mark of disgrace ihan of honour. 
THE APPLICATION. 

Some peopU are so eTccsding vain, and si (ho same tin 

of apiffEhcnBion, that they interpret svety thing, by which tbejl 
wn diBtinguiflhed from o^ers, in their own fH-vonr. If Ihfiy bo- 
tny pnj we&hiiesa in soncemtion, which ia apt to excite t2>a 
Uuehlor of the compsny, they mukc no scroiJe of ■•crihiiip i* 
to Uieit Baperiorily m point of wi(. Ifwantofeense or hrtfd 
'"g, (one of which ii Jwayi th« cue) diipoie* tba n to gin « 
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Biistske aflioiitaT upon which accoiml ill discreet, MnublB pack 
pie ve obliged to «hun their compuiy, they impute it to their 
own ralue and magnouiniily, to which they foncy the world 
payi tin awful and respectful diatnnce. There are several de- 
oent ways pf preventing auch turbulent men from doing mis. ." 
chiefs which might be applied with secrecy, sad many times 
pitn nnr^u-deil, if their own arrogance did not require the 
reat of mankind tu laba ootiiib of it. 

FAB. XLV. Jupiter and the Camel. 



_The Camel presented a petition to .Tupite'r, com- 
plaining of the hardship of his caae, in not having, 
like bulls and other creatures, horns or any weapons 
of defence to protect himself from the attacks of his 
eoemles; and praying that relief might tie given bim 
in such manner as might be thonght most eipcdjent. 
Japiter could not help smiling at the impertinent ad- 
dress of the great silly beast; but, however, rejected 
the petition, and told him, that bo far from granting 
Ua unreasonable request, henceforward he would lak^ 



oaN bis eun ghonld be abortened, as a puniehmeDt 
for hia preaumptuooa importunity. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Tbe n&tnre of things u wi iixed in ever; ptirticnlar, tluit thej 
an verj weak aaperBtitioQB peopla, who dream it is to be alter- 
ed. Bat beaidea the impeesibility of prodncing s chann by ad. 
. dresnes of this nature, they who eufjdoy much of their hiae npvi 
■UEh accounts, instead of getting, are sure to loee in the and. 
When any man is so frivolous and Tciatiout ha to make uiuea. 
sooable complalntB, and barbour undue repinings in his b«arl, 
hia peeviehnew will lessen the real gooda which he posaeesa, 
and (he aaurDeBg of his temper shortena that nltowance oTcmn- 
E^ which he always thinks too scanty. Thus in truth, il ■ 
not providcncQ, but ourselves, who punish o&r own iiAportoiuty ' 
in Bollcitmg for impoBsibilidea, with a sfasFp corrotUng can, 
iWhich abridges us of some pait of that little pleaaurc whiah 
prmidence 1^ cast into onr lot. 

FAB. XLVI. 7^ Travellera and the Bete. 



Two men being to travel through a Fofest together, 
ttutually promiaed to atand b; each other in m^ 
danger they should meet upon the nay. They had 
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not gone far before a bear came rushing towards 

them out of a thicket; upon which, one being a light 

nimble fellow, got up into a tree: the other falling 

flat upon hi^ face, and holding his breath, lay still, 

while the Bear came up and smelled at him; but the 

creatiire, supposing him to be a dead carcase, went 

back again into the wood, without doing him the least 

harm* When all was over, the Spark who had climb* 

ed the tree came down to his companion, and with a 

pleasant smile, asked him what the bear said to him: 

for, says he, 1 took notice that he clapt his mouth 

very close to your ear. Why, replied the other, he 

charged me to take care for the future, not to put 

any confidence in such a cowardly fellow as you are 

THE APPLICATION. 

Though notliing is more common than to hear people profess 
services and friendship, where there is no occasion for them: 
yet scarce any thing is so hard to be found as a true friend who 
will assist ns in times of danger and difficulty. All the declara- 
tions of kindness which are made to an experienced man, 
thoug'h accompanied with a squeeze by the hand, and a solemn 
asseveration, should leave no greater impression upon his mind, 
than the whistling of the hollow breeze which brushes one's 
sars with an muneaning salute, and is presently gone. He that 
luccours our necessity by a well-timed assistance, though it 
v^ere not ushered in by previous compliments, will ever after 
3e kx>ked upon as our friend and protector, and, in so much a 
rreater degree, as the &vour was unasl^ed and unpromised, and 
IS it was not extorted by importunities on the one side, nor led 
in by a numerous attendance of promises on the other. Words 
ire nothing, till they are fulfilled by actions; therefore we 
shoold not suffsr ourselves to be deluded by a vain hope, and 
reliance iipon them. 



i2 



JESOP'S FABLES. 
FAB. XLVU. The Bald Knight. 



A certain Knight growing old, bia hair fell oC 
and he became bald; to hide which imperfection, he 
wore a periwig- But as he was riding out with soma 
otiieTB a hunting, a sudden gust of wind' blew off thr 
periwig -and exposed his bald pate. The compauT 
could not forbear laughing at the accident; and he 
himself laughed as loud as any body, saying, hew 
was it to be expected Uiat I ehouid keep Htmn^e hair 
upon my head, when my own would not stay there? 
THE APPLICATION. 

To be CKptiinis, is not maif uneluj to otir!u?1vea, than it is dii. 
aproeible to otiiEn. As no niui in entiraly viltioat &i||t3, a tew 
defbcta ■nrrounded with ■ guard of good qUatilles, may pas 
miutsT well enough: but be, whose attcntian is always upon (he 
oMch of Bometbinff (o take eiceplion at, if be bad no other had 
qinlity, oannererbe imcoptabla. A captious temper, !ike Btil- 
ua leanii, wniri a whole lamp orTiituea; and makes at disreliah 
thti, wbioh might oflierwiBe be the moat graloful conversation. 
If we would live easy to otmelvati, and agreeable to others, wc 
■hould bs M far from seeking, ocoaiion of being mgry, that 
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etimM wc ihould let theia pua unregarded wlm Ihaj oom» 
ur w«yi 1)111, if tliey ace so palpable thiit wo caanot help U- 
f notice oflhem, we Bboiild do well lo rally them off with k 

or dinalve thsm in good humour. Some peoplo tdra a 
;t pteawue in iMtUing and frettiag oUurl^ <uid the moro^ 
ticabJe Uny Bad it to excrciso thia quality upoD any onOf 
tors iloea il whet anjl ptwnpt their iacllnation lo it. But, 
ia taleal fivours something of ill.nature, it dBBcrvea tD bo 
il ani defeated: which one cannot do better than by re- 
ig- all that is uCtei^ atmdi a lime wKliBCheerful aspect, 
ii^nuous, pleasant, unaffected reply. Not is tbs expedient 

bald IfnlgliC unworthy of otirimitalion; for, if by any word 
ion, we happen to raise the laughter ofthoec about us, wa 
t Etille it eoo:ier, or better, than by a briak prexonce of 
lo join in mirtli with the company; and if possible, to an. 
B the jest wliich another is ready to throw out upon tha 

FAB. XLVUI. The Two Pots. 



I the river's brink, were botb carried away by 
,ing in of the tide. The Earthen Fot ahawed 
leasiness, as fearing he should be broiiQ^; '»«* 
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his companion of Brass bid him be under no nppre- 
hensions, for that he would take care of him. u, re> 
plies the other, keep as far off as ever you can, I en- 
treat you; it is you I am most afraid of; for whether 
the stream dashes you against me, or me against yon, 
I am sure to be the sufferer; and therefore, I beg d 
you, do not let us come near one other. 

THE APPLICATION. 

A mao of moderate fortune, who is contented with what hb 
hai, and finds he can live happily upon it, should take caze not 
to hazard and expose his felicity, by consorting with the great 
and the powerful People of equal conditions may float down 
the current of lifo, without hurting each other, but it is & point 
of some difficulty to steer one*s course in the company t^ the 
great, so as to escape without a bulge. One would not diooie 
to have one^s little country-box situated in the neighboorlyxMl 
of a very great man; for whether I ignorantly trespass upon him, 
or he baowingly encroaches upon me, I only am like to be the 
sufferer. I can neither entertain, nor play with him, upon his 
own terms; for that which is moderation and diversion to him, 
in me, would be extravagance and ruin. 



,i/ "i^ 



iS^ 



'-». 



,^ 



'AB. XLEK. Tke Peacock luid the Crane. 



Faacock and the Crane, by chance met Im 
m one place. The Peacock, erecting hisbil, 
id hta feud; plumes, and looked with cota< 
ipon the Crane, as some mean ordinary [>elr> 
lie Oane, resolving to mortify his insoleneie, 
^asioR to Bay, that Peacocks were very fine 
deed, if fine feathers could make thom so; blit 

thought it a much nobler thing- to be able to 
•ve the clouds, than to strut about upoB the 
ind be gazed at by children. 
THE APPLICATION. 
rj abemd Id aligM oi iiunlt another npon Mi wtrnting 

whieh w« pobbbbi, fiic he miy for sny tiiiig wb know, 
t reason (a triomphover (is,bj being (naster of eone 
ty, of whiek HO are incopabl*. But in regard to the 
ire as, that which the Peacock vilnes himadf apon, 
and finery of dreea, ia one of the moat triSing cqnaiil. 

nature; and what a man of aenae would be a>binic4 
evon as the least part of merit. Indeed children, and 
le who think nuuA abmit the same [MlGh with thenl 
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aie apt to be Uken up with vamiBh and tiiiael: but tiun wbg 
eiunine by the ec&ltiof cominou sense, miiet find iiKnetliiiig nf 
weight Bjid Bubstance, before thsr can be perBnaded to nl t 
value. The mind which is stored with virtuoua and ratioiul 
eentimenta, aud the behaviour, which apeaks complacence uti 
humihty, stamps an estimate apon the . poSBestor, which all 
judicious speclators are ready to admire and adcnovledge- 
But if there be any merit in an embroidery coat, a brocadg 
waistcoat, a shoe, a stoehing, or a sword knot, the person [bat 
wears them has the least claim to it; let it be ascrilwd where It 
justly belongs, to the several artisans who wrought or dispos. 
ed the materials of which they consist. This moral is not inleod- 
ed to derogate any thing from the magnificencB of line ekitjiti 
and rich equipages, wbich,^ time»and circumstances require, 
may be used with decency Rd propriety enough; but one caji- 
uot help being concerned, lest any worth ahould be affiled li> 
them more t^^n their own intrinsic value. 

FAB. L. 'The Oak and the Reed. 



An Oak, which hung over the bank of a river, was 
blown down by a violent stunti of windj and as it was 
carried along by the stream, soOie of its boughs brush- 
ed agaiiiBt -a Roed, which grew near the shore. Thii 
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struck the Oak with a thought of admiration; and he 
could not forbear asking the Reed, how he came to 
stand so secure and unhurt in a tempest, which had 
been furious enough to tear an oak up by the roots? 
AVhy, says the Reed, I secure myself by putting on 
a behaviour quite contrary to what you do; instead 
of being stubborn and stiff, and confiding in my 
strength, I yield and bend to the blast, and let it go 
over me; knowing how vain and fruitless it would be 
to resist it. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Tbougfh a tame aubmission to injuries which it is in oar pow- *^ 
er to redress, be generally esteemed a base and dishonourabW 
^^gi yot to resist where there is no probability, or even hopes 
of our getting the better, may also be looked upon as the effect 
of a blind ten^erity, and perhaps of a weak understanding. 
The strokes of fortune are oftentimes as irresistible, as they 
are seyere; and he who with an impatient reluctant Spirit fights 
against her, instead of alleviating, docs but double her blows 
upon himself. A person of a quiet still temper, whether it is 
given him by nature, or acquired by art, calmly reposes him- 
self^ in the midst of a storm, so as to elude the shock, or receivo 
it with the least detriment: like a prudent ezperien^d sailor, 
who is swimming to the shore from a wrecked vessel in a swell- 
ing sea; he does not oppose the fhry of the waves, but stoops 
and gives way, that they may roll over his head without ob- 
stmction. The doctrine of absolute submission in all cases, is 
tan absurd d<^matical precept, with nothing but ignorance and 
eaperstition to support it: but upon particular occasions, and 
where it is impossible ^r us to overcome, to submit patiently, ' 
is one of tfaa most reasonable maxims in life. • '^ ■ 



^SDP'S FABIXS. 
FAB. LI. The Fax and the Tiger- 



A skilful Archer coming ioto tile wood, direetf^ 
his arrow so successfully, that be slew many wilJ 
beaata, and pursued BCTeiai others. This put the ffba^ 
savage kind into a fearful consternation, and in>^ 
them fly to the moat retired thickets for refugf'. 
At lastfthe tiger resumed a courage, and bidding themi 
not to b& afraid, said, that he alone would engage iIk 
enemy, telling them, they might depend upon his ")■, 
our and atreogth to revenge their wrongs. In iW 
midst of these threats, while he whs lashing himacK 
with hia tul, and tearing up the ground for anger, » 
,. arrow pierced his ribs, and hung by its barbed p'l''^, 
in hia aide. He set up a hideous and loud roar, «j 
caaioned by the anguish which he felt, and endeawl 
ed to draw out the painful ^art with his teeth: wti^" 
the Fox, approaching him, inquired with an air " 
■urprise, who it was that could have strength and COU' 
lage enough to wound so mighty and valorous a bctfl' 
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Ah! 81^8 the Tiger, I was mistaken in mj reckoning; 
it WW Aat invincible n^ yonder. \ 

THE AFPLICATION. 

4 

Tlioiigli stno^ and oonrago 919 very mod ingrefionta to- 
wards tfaB making us secure and fonnidal»o in tlia w«rid, yet 
mdeaa there be a proper portion of wifldom or policy ta diract 
tkeai, instead of being aenrieeable, they often prov% detrimantal 
to their proprietor. A raab fcrward man, who depaiids opon 
the azefluaMe of his own parts and aecomplishnianti; Is like- 
wise af^ to eipose a weak side, which his enemies n^gfat aot 
otherwise hanre observed, and give an advantage to others, by 
those very nMans which he ftaeied wonld have saoared it to 
himaal£ Coansal and conduct always did, and always will go- 
vam the vrorld; and the strong, in spite of all their force, ean 
never avoid being tools to the praftj. Scune men are as much 
si^erior to otiiers in wisdom and policy, as man, in genextil, 
is above a brute. Strength ill converted, o{q;K>sed to uem, is 
like m q[aarter.staff in the hands of a ho^jfe, robust, 1iimgli]i|| 
ftDbw, who fights against a master of science. The latt& 
though without a weapon, wmdd have ^ill and address enou^ 
to dinrm his adversary, and drub him with his own staff. In a 
word, savage fiereeoess, and brutal strength, must not preload 
to sluid ULxxnnpatitien with iinasse and stratagem. 
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TAB. LII. The Lion and the Four Bulls. 



friendship, kept always near one another, pnd" fe^""' 
fether. ' The Lion often saw them, and as oftea M 
a mind to make one of (h«m his prey; but, thougb ^ 
could have subdued any of them singly, jet be ^ 
(dhiid to attack the whole alliance, as knowiojll' 
/ would have been too hard for him, and therefore w"^ 
tent«d himself for the present, wilh keeping at a J* ' 
tance. At Inat, perceiving no attempt was to be w?''^ 
U[»n them as long as their combination held, heli*'^ 
occasion, by whispers and hints, to foment jealwjs"^ 
and raise divisions among them. This strata?'''' 
succeeded so well that the bulls grew cold and re*''' 
ed towards one another, which soon after ripened in'] 
a downright hatred and avemion; and, at last, eD^H 
in a total separation. The Lion had now obUin^^ 
fell end: and, as impossible as it was £6r him to ln'i' 
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m vbile the; were united, .he foitad no difficulifi 
V thej were parted, tg seise and devmir ever; biul 

hem, one aAer another. 

THE APPLICATION. , 

IB moral of tbjn (able ia lo well known and allowed, IkU 
■ about tnd fltibgbten it, would be like bo4diii^ a candla to 
'uii, A JKs^dwa dividtd agaioMt Uttif lantuit itand, uid 
disputed a maxim as it is, wu however thooght neccuarj 
urged to the attention of mankind, b; tfae bMt men that 
lived. And nnce &iendBhipi and alliance* are oTia great 
rloncfl to our well beiag and happinesi, we camiot ba too 
'°aulii»ed not (a let dicm be broken by tale-beanta aad 

FAB. LIII. Tike Crow and the Pitcher. 



row, ready to die with thirst, flew wUh joy to 
er, wbich he beheld at some distance. When 
ic, he found wafer in it indeed, but ao neat the 
, that with all hia stocking and straining, he 
t able to reach it. Then he endeavoured to 
n the pitcher; that bo at last be might be M» 
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td get a little of it. But his strongftb wib not aolneiii 
for this. At last, seeing 8om« pebbles near the place, 
he cast them one by one into the pitcher, uA tbu^"^ 
by degrees, raised the water up to the verybnm, and. 
satisfied his thirst. 

THE APPLICATION. 

M«ny tbiDgs vhioh cajuwt lie effected br strength, or by tb« 
old vaUgKt way of enterprisany, may yet be hroaght about b} 
Boow new end untried means. A man of sB|;teit| ind p**^^^^ 
tittift upon enconnteriog a difficulty or two, does not unoieffln 
ately despair; but if he cannot suoceed one waj, ^'"'P^yVjf i 
wit and ingenuity another; and to avoid or get over tn impM^ 
ment, malLes no soruple of Bto|»pisig out of the path of hs ^^ I 
fkthera. Since our bappiness, next to the reffoUtion oT o^ | 
minds, depeads idtogetaer upon our haTin; 9aa ^¥^9^^ \ 
coavemeaees of life, why riMNdd w^d icaad oponceienQOjuxnt 
the methods of obtaining them, or pay any defbratioe ^ >op4^ 
if upon that score? If almost every age had not eierts4itiai 
in some new imnrovements of its own, we dumld want & ttwO' 
sand art0, or at least, many degrees of ferfeetioa in every VU 
wlu<^ at present we are in possession o£ Theiav9BlioBar>By 
thing, which is more commodious fer the mind or body thiQ 
what they had before, ought to be embn^oed readily; aad the 
projector of It distinguished with a suitable enconragement^ 
Such as the use of te compass, for example^ from which ns°- 
kind reaps so mu<^ benefit and advantage, and whlph *** ""^ 
kttown to fiurmer ages. When we ibllow the atepeef those wbo 
have gone befbre us in the old beaten track of lifb, hov do «« 
differ fiom horses in a team, which are linked to each otbor by 
a chain of faamese, sad move on in a dull heavy pace, to^ 
tune of their leader'p bells? But the man who ennclieB the pre- 
sent fund ef knowledge with some riMr and aeefhl iiBpiev«- 
ment, like a happy adventurer at sea, disoovers, ae it wei«i ■" 
unknown land, and imports an additional trade in lus owo 
country* > 
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FAB.*LIV. The Forester and the lion. 



le Forester meeting with a Lion, one day, thej 
urged tog^ethcr for a while, without differing 
■ in opinion. At lns(, a'dispute k'.ppening to 
about the point of superiority between a Man 
Lion, the Man wanting a better argument, show- 
9 Lion a marble monument, on which wns placed 
tatue of a man striding over a vanfjuished lion. 
s, says the Lion, is ail you have to say for ii, let 
the carvers, and we tviti make the lion striding 
.he man. 

THE APPLICj#!On' 



igiHticsnt nnd imoommcmg. Such is 
nkind in favour of themwlvBa •od iKf ir own »c- 
nlmost imponaible to Oome nt sny certninty by 
ounla which ue written on one side 



side onty. 
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tbsreflm it ii no wonder that they ^pMr, upm man aocwau, 
to hftv* been to great 4ud glorioiu t, notioD. What thair go- 
temporuiwofMber GountiieB thought oftbem we inutpot tall 
othanrhn thin fratn theli own wiiton; it ia nut impaaaUe Ud 
that Ifajy inl|^ have denribed tbem ■■ a barbuooi, ruMMMMi 
tre&ciMroui, nopolite poqila; who opjtt theur ecnqn—t afGiea ui, 
fcff aoioe time, made > oreat hftvoc and deatmauan of tha uH 
and acieiicei,u their MMrplunderOTsthaOotbaud Vandtlt 
did, atUrwardi, in half. What moitftera would «ax mn 
par^-iealota make of each other. If Iha tr«iia»ctiapa of Ihi 
timea war* tob« handed down to poalsrit;, bj % ~ ' - ' ' 
man on either ride? and were auch raooda t» 
three cenUiriea, with what perpkiildca and d 
the; embsiraaa a young hiaiorian, aa by turn 
them for the (diaraolera of hia great tbrsfathCTa! if it 
ha)>peti, it were to be wiabed Uiia apijlicatiui mifht be Ining 
at the aanie time; that young readera inatead of danbtiai; Id 
which tbe; abould give tlieir credit, would not Siil to r c nmn- 
bef, that tbia waa the wivkof aman, that of a lion. 

F4B. LV. TV Satyr and the I'reveller. 



rhalLKarr- 
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itfa tkt litremitr of the Westher* He tock oom- 
m on Mm, and kindly invited him home to a 
i comfortable cave he had' in the hollow of a roclu 
K>n as they had entered and sat down, nollHtfa- 
Ing there was a good fire in the place, the chilly- 
ler could not forbear blowing his fingers' ends. 

tb9 Sstyr^s^a^ing him why he did so, he an* 
d, thai he did it to warm his hands. The honest 
I, hariiig seen little ci the world, admifed a man 
vas master of ao valuable a quality as that of 
ig heat, and therefore was oesolved to entertain 
1 the best manner he could. He spread the 
3eforie him w'ith dried fruits' of several aorta; 
9duced a remnant of old cordial wine, which, 

rigour of the season made very proper, he 

with some warm spices, infused over the fire, 
esented to his shivering guest. But this the 
it thought, fit to blow likewise; and upoh the 
demanding a reason why he blowed again, he 
, to cool his dish. The secpnd answer pro- 
he SatytHi indignation as much as the first had 

his surprise: so, taking the man by the shoul- 
thrust him out of doors, aaying, he Would have 

to do with a wretch who had so vile a quality 
jw hot and cold with the same mouth. 

THE APPLICATION. 

h thfi-poor traveller in tha ftl^was npt ^Ity of any 
e in what he did, yet one cant help approving the hp« 
I i city of the Satyr, who ooold not be reconciled to such 
ding. In the moral sense of the fkbfe, nothing can be 
nsive to one of a sincere heart, than lie thM blows 
fTerent breath from the same month; who flatters a 

3 face, and reviles him behind his baok. Some again, 

4 is man, to serve a present view, will blow nothing 
a w^arm, benevolent and cherishing; and when they 
d the expectations of a dependant, to a. degree whidk 

may prove troublesome, can, with patting on a cold 
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air. euily chill and Uiat all his hlooming hopes. But nci i 
temper, whsther it proceedB from & dMigned or natvnl leii>r< 
ia detestable, and hae been the cauie (d*iauch tro(it>lB uxl nun* 
. tiGcatiqD to many a brave deserving man. UdIbbb the tenra of 
a manV life be alwajs ttoe and cansiatent with itself; ttie ics 
a man has to do with him the better. 

FAB. LVI. Hercules and «e Carter. 



As a clownish fellow waa driving his cart alon£ ' 
, deep miry lane, ihe wheels stuck eo fast in the ci»v. 
that llie horaea could not draw them out. Upon tiii? 
he fell a bawling andfrnyin^ U) Hercules to cnme aiia 
help him. Hercules looking down from a L-loud, b"' 
him not lie there like an idle rascal as he was, but g<'' 
up and whip his horses stoutly, and clap his shouU*' 
to the wheel, addini^, that this was the only way A*' 
him to obtain his assistance. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Tliis fable shows us haw Tain and Ul-giouiMled the expseti- 

tjoni of those people are, who imBg;ine (]u<y eon n)>tsin vhalefi 
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they waat, by importitnmg heayen vhh the^ pniyen; for it^ 
18 ao agreeable to the nature of the Divine Bein^, to be better 
p leaacJ with virtaoiui actions and an honest industry, than idle 
prayers, that it is a sort of blaBphemv to say otherwise. These 
^ were the sentiments of honest good neathens, who were stran- 
gers to all repealed religion; bat it b not stranee that they should 
emlnrttce and prt»pagate such a notion, since it is no other than 
the dictate of oommon reason* What is both strange in itself, 
and surprising bow it could be made so iashionkUe, is^ that 
inost of those wliose reason should be enlightened by Revela- 
tion, are very apt to be guilty of this stupidity, and by praying 
k often ^ the cpmfbrts of life, to neglect that Imsiness which is 
1 the pioper means of procuring tiiem., How su<:^ a mistaken 
devotion came to prevail, one can*t imagine, unless fWrna one of 
these two motives; either that people by such a tail of hypocrisy, 
would pa99 themselves upon mankind for better than theV reaUy 
nie; er A|? infloeneed bgr unskilful preachers (whidi is some- 
tijiigM, indeed too often toe case) to mind the world as fittiie as. 
posaibiec even tt> the neglect of their necessary callings. No 
qneetloa but it is a great sin for a man to fail in his trade, or 
occopctM, bf numiag oflen to his prayers; it being a dem<m. 
stration in itself, though the scripture had never said it, that 
we pfeiuie God most when we are doing the most good; and how 
csA we do mere good, than by a sober honest industry to pro* 
trtdff far 9ur koumhold^ and eudeavoor to have tQ give to kirn 
^lat «sede(A.r~*The man who is virtuously and honestly enga- 
ged, is actually serving God all the while; and is more likely 
to have his silent wishes accompanied with strenuous endea- 
vours, oomplied with by the Supreme Being, than one who begs 
with a froitleiia vehemence, and sobeits with an empty hand; 
a hand, which would be more religious were it usefully em- 
ployed, and more devout were it stretched fortli to do good to 
thoae that want it 
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FAB. LVU. . The Man and kig Goose. 



4 certain man had a gooae, which laid him i' gold- 
en egg- every day. But, not contented with this, to*'' 
.rather increased than ajiated hit> avarice, he was R' 
solved to kill the goose and cut up her belly, that sd 
he might come at ttie inexhaustible treasure, which he 
fancied she had within her. He did bo,- and to hi> 
great sorrow and disappointment found nothing. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Those who ma of such craving and impatisnt lenipen, Ail 
they cannot live eontenled when fortune has blesBed them wWi 
a canstant and conUnuat lafficieney, deserve even to be depH' 
ved of what they have, And this has been the case of muT 
ambitious and coreloua men, who by msking an easay to (in* 
very rkh at once, have mieaed what they aimed at, and ^ 
what ther hud before. But this comes so near the sense offH 
fifth fiibla that tfcc aamo. application may very weU serve 6f 
both. 

If any thing iSatlior can be couched in this, it may poBsiblf 
be intended lo ■iHtw ns ttie unreasonableneas and inconvenient 
efbeinij; soUciloua about what may happen hereafter, and wml' 



tlofr/ziaolhewoiDhof Monty. Which, ifwecooUdo, 
we >a»L! get fin onr paim woald be to ipoil oai pkuiira 
acUcipuion, snd double our miifiirtuiua bj • ptevioui Mnae 

i'ffrskeniionofthem. 

iben are sonic things ttut entortain uid dsHght ni very 
ccabl}*, vhile we Tiew tbem at a proper distance, which per- 
8 woald not stand the teat of a too neai ihspection. Beantf 
ig oKlj the eiternal form of ii thing which alrikoe the eye at 
iasiDg manner, is a very thin gloiaf being, and like sanu 
painlings of a peculiar compoeitioa, wilt not beai even to. 
reathed apon. To preaenre ooi good opinim of it, we must 
^ppiouh loo Elose; foi it; like the man iB the Abk, we have 
indlo search Ibr a U'suure within, we maj notWy tkil of 
Bipectaljons there, but even lose the conatuit raieh we 
f ftom a remoter contemplatiDO. 

FAB. LVin. Tie Wintoo Calf. 



;alf, "full of play and wantonness, ieeing the Ox 
ugh, could not forbear inaulting him. What a 
loor drudge art thou, says he, to bear that heaiy 
ipon your neck, and go all day drawing a plough 
- tail, to turn up the ground for your mitster! 
u are a wretched dull slave, and know no hel- 
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ter, or ^89 joii woidd not do it* See what a happj 
1& I lead. I go |UBt where I pleese; eooMtimee I tie 
down under the cool shade; sometimes ftisk about in 
the open sunshine; and when I please^ slake niy thirst 
in the dear sweet brook; but yout if yom were to pe- 
riafay have not so much as a little dirty waler to refrssfa 
you*. The Ox, not at all mered with what jhe said, 
went quietly and oalndy on with his work, and in the 
evening was unyoked and turned loose* Sood after 
which, he saw the Calf taken out of the fields aod de- 
livered into the hands of a priest, who immediateh 
led him to the altar, and prepared to sacrifice him. 
His head was hung round with fillets of flowers, aod 
the^fatal knife was just going to be applied to his 
throat, when the .Ox drew near and whispered klm to 
this purpose: Behold the end of your insoleiice and 
arrogance; it was for this only you were suffered to 
live at all; and pray now, liiend, whose conditioD is 
best, yours or mine! 

THB APPLICATION; 

To iiuraU people in distreas, is the property of a ortwl, iadii- 
creet and giddy temper; for ea the prooeeduigs of fortuiie are 
very irregfular and uncertain, vrn may the next turn of the wheel 
be thrown down to their condition, and they exalted to onrt. 
We are likewise given to understanA by tiua &ble, whst the 
consequence of an idle life generally is, and how well sal^fied 
laborious dilijfent men are in the end, when they oome qyietlT 
to enjoy the ^uits of their industry. They who by littld tiielij 
uid niarping, or by open violence and'ii^bbery, Irve in a high 
expensive way, often, i&.their hearts at least, despise the p6or 
honest man, who is contented with the virtuous produet of hit 
daily labour, and patiently submits to his destiny. Bat how of- 
ten m the poor man e w n wrt ed, by seeing those wanton viHains 
led ta triumph to thpaltar of justiee; while he has many s oheer*' 
ful summer's morning te enjoy abroad, and majty a lonsp wio- 
tdr*s evening to indulge himself at home, by a quiet heart!i« and 
under an unenvied rcmfi blessiags which often attend a eobet, 
industrious man, though tbe icQe and the profli(|als ere uttR 
strangers te them. 



£»; 
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DZDTj loJ iuMmperanee, bende* dwir being Mitala In 
ien 1 mia'l dajfl, bra very ^>t. Dot mlj to mg^fo paofib 
I Ibeir Ksming chsrma, into a debaocliml life, ntler^ pc*. 
dai b tlieir health, but nuke tbem b*,ie t, ooolBnipt Sar 
TK, whine good wd« uid true taste of hapinixaB incpii* 
I with Ml avsiston to idlenen tod eSemiiMoj, uid pot then 
hardentng their oanatitution bj innocent eierciie, unt 
lUc emplaynient. Hoir nuny iki g-lattoif and iloth Inn). 
ltd ui uotimel; i!T«TBt irbile tlie lemperale and the &cti*e 
: sober drajle ofiiie, and epin oat ttieir thread to the moat 
djle kngth. 

FAR LJX. The Leopard and the Fox. 



p. Leopard, one day, took it in hia"head to value 
If upon the great variety and beauty of his spots; 
uly he saw no feBsoa why even the Lion stKHild 
>lace of him, eince he could not ebfiw so beauti- 
ikin. Aa fat the rest of the wild beasts of the 
}, he treated them all, without distinction, in the 
laugbty disdainful nianaer. But the Fox he- 
QOng them, went up to him with a groti daal ef 
and resolution, and tcdd him, tbit be wm m»- 
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taken in the value he was pleased to set upcm \axxtselff 
since people of judgment were not used to fona their 
opinion of merit from an outside appearancei but by 
considering the good qualities and endowments with 
which the mind was stored within. 

THE APPLICATION. 

How much more heavenly and powerfiil would beauty prove, 
if it were not so frequently impaired by the affectation and oaa- 
ceitednesB of its possessor? If some women were but as modest 
and unassuming as they are handsome, they might command ^ 
hearts of all that behold them. But natulre seemed to ferem^ 
and has provided against such an inconvenience, by tempering 
its greatest master-pieces with a due propcnrtion of pride m 
vanity; so that their power depending upcrn the duration ofUh&r 
beauty only, is like to be of a short continuance; which, whenthey 
happen to prove tyrants, is no small comfort to us; and tiwoi 
even while it lasts, will abate much o{ its severity by the aJky 
of those two prevailing ingredients. If beauties could be bronght 
to think and consider a little, sure it must give them some mor* 
tification to be sensible that, as such, they are the cbjectB oi 
none but a fool's admiration. Wise men are chiefly oaptii?ated 
with the charms of the mind; and whenever tliey are infatuated 
with a passicm for any thing else, it is generally observed that 
they cease, dnrinff that time at least, to be what they were; 
and are indeed looked upon .to be only playing the h(A. If the 
fair ones we have been speaking of have a true ascendant ovn* 
them, they will oblige them to divest themselves of comoHO 
sense, and to talk and act ridiculously before they can tfais^ 
them worthy of the least regard. Should ohe of these fine ere*' 
tures be addr^sed in. the words of Juba: 

*Tis wk a set of features, or complexion 

The tincture of a skin, that I admire. 

Beauty soon grows familiar to the lover^ 

Fades in- his eye, and palls upon the sense. 

The vinvious M arcia towers above her sex; 

True,' she is fair, oh, how divinely fair! 

But still, the lovely maid improves her charms 

With inward greatness, unaffected wisdom. 

And sanctity of manners. 
The man that should venture the success of a strong passtoDf 
upon the constriiction she would put upon such^a compliiD6Dt« 
might have reason to repent of his conduct. 
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FAB. LX. The Cat ami the Fox. 



the Cat and tbe Fox were ttdking politics tog<;- 
>n a time, in the middle of the forest, Reynard 
ct things turn out ever so bad, he did not <^al«, 

had a thousand tricka for them yet before they 

hurt him; but pray, says he, Mrs. Fuss, sup- 
icre should be an invaaion, what course do you 

ta takel Nay, aays the Cat, I have but one 
>r it, and if that won't do, I am undone. I am 
31 you, replied Reynard, with all my heart,, and 
gladly furnish you with oneor twoof mine, but 

neighbour, as times go, it is not good to trust; 
jt even be every one for himself, as ihe saying 

so your humble servant. These words were 
out of his mouth, when they were alarmed by 
of hounds, that came upon them firil cry: the 

the hel|> of her one single shift, ran up a tree, 
securely among the top branches, from whence 
eld Reynard, who had not been able to get out 
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of sights overtaken with his thousand tricks, and torn 
into as many pieces by the dogs which had surround- 
ed him. 

THE APPLICATION. 

A man that sets up for more cumiinff than the rest of hu 
neighbours, is generally a silly fellow at toe bottom. Whoewf 
is master of a little judgment and insight into things, lethifli 
keep them to himself, and make use of them as he sees occ>r 
sion; but he should not be teasing others with an idle and im- 
pertinent ostentation of them. One good discreet expedient 
made use oS upon an emergency, will do a mmi more resl sff* 
vice, and make others think better of him, than to bare pined 
all aJong for a shrewd crafty knave, .and be babbled at lut/- 
When any one has been such a coxcomb as to insult his ic* 

Snaintfince, by pretending to more policy and stratagem thaii 
le rest of mankind, they are apt to wish for some difficoltf ix 
him to show his skill in; where, if he should miscarry, (as ten 
to one but he does,) his misfortune, instead of phy, is sore to 
bQ attended with laughter. He that seta up ^ a biter, as tbB 
phrase is, being generally intent upon his prey, or vain of show- 
mg his art, frequently e:(po9e8 himself to the traps of one sharper 
than himself, and incurs the ridicule of those whom be d^ 
signed to make ridiculous. 



?AB. LXI. The Partridge and the Cocka. 



ertain man having taken a Partridge, plucked 
'f the feathers out of ita wings, end turned it 

little yard, where he kept game cocka. The 
for sVhile, made the poor bird lead a. sad life, 
lally pecking and driving it away from the 

This treatment was taken the more unkindly, 
; offered to a stranger; and the Partridge could 

conclude them the loOHt inhospitable, uncivil 
he had ever met with. But, at last, observing 
(juently they quatrclled and fought with each 
ie comforted himself with this reflection, that 
to wonder they were so cruel to him, since 
as so much bickering and animosi^ among 

THE APPLICATION. 

tblc comos home to onTulvsB. We ofthia igluid were 
ion as onie] le Btrangera, wj long aince ■■ AagnshiB 
ime. Horace, who has the character of being happy 
liner of exprefleion, calls UB 
l2 
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BrHixuMMs HogpitibuB feroi. 
Ajad whiaa Virgil says we were 

• -;— penctas toto divisios orbe Brxtumos, 

it 19 to be feared he meant in point of politeness and eiviUty, u 
well as situation. Some modems of other countries hare ob- 
served that wc are still addicted to that aversion to Ibrolgners 
as ouc forefathers were, and tliat we deserve the character, at 
least as much now, as they did then. Whether there is any 
thiagf in the manner of our sit^tioa as an island, whieh oqd- 
sequently can be no thoroughfare to other countries, and an is 
not made use of by strangers upon that account, which makes 
us Uiiis shy and uncivil; or whether it be a jeaioai^ upon ac- 
count of our liberties, which puts us upon being 8usuif;ioQs cC 
and unwilling to harbour any that are not niemi^rs of tiie same 
comnmnity, perhaps it would not be easy to determine. Sut 
that it is so in fact, is too notorious to be denied; and probably 
can be accounted tor iu no better way, than from the natural 
bent of our .temper, as it proceeds from something peculiar to 
our air and climate. It has been affirmed, that th^re is not in 
tlie whole world besides, a breed of qocks and dogs, so fierce 
and incapable of yielding as that ol' ours; but tiiat either of them 
cai^iicd into ibreigu countries, would degenerate in a few years. 
Why may not the same be true of our men? 

But if strangers find any inconvenience in this, there is a com- 
fortable consideration to balance it on the other side, whicfa.is« 
that there is no people under the sun so much given to .diminn 
and contention among tiiemselves, as we ai'e. Can m stranger 
think it hard .to be l(x>ked ujion with some shyness, when be 
beholds how little we spare one another? Was ever any foreign- 
er^ merely for being a foreigner, treated with half that malice 
nnd bitterness, which differing parties express towards each 
other? One would willingly Ijelieve, that this proceeds, in the 
main, on both sides, from a paf*f^ionate concern for our liberties 
and well being; for there is nothing else which can so well exV 
cuse it. But it cannot be denied, that our q. version, notwithstand- 
ing onr being a trading nation, to have intercourse with stran. 
g(*rs, is so groat, that when we want other objects ior our char* 
lishness, we raise them up among ourselves; and there is some- 
times, as great a strangeness kept up between one county and 
another here, as there is between two distinct kingdoms abixwd. 
Onecaa^t so much wonder at the constant hostilities which aie 
observed between the inhabitants of South and North Hritain, 
of Wales and Irelandi a.moag one another, when a Yorkshire- 
man shall be looked upoii as a foreigner, by a native of Nttr fiJk' 
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d both tie ttkea Ra oatlonduh intrndere, by ooa thai h> 
be bwD within the bill of mortslitj. 

FAB. LXn. The Hunted Beaver.' 



:3 said that a Beaver (a creature tbat lives chiefly 

i water) has a certain part about bim which is 

in phjsic, and that upon this account he is oAen 

d down and killed. Once upon a time, as one of 

creatures was hard pursued by the dogs, and 

not how to esc^, recollecting with himself the 

L of his being ihfls persecuted, with great reso- 

and presence of mind, he bit otTthe part which 

nters wanted, and threw it towards them, arid 

j tncana escaped with his life. 4 ' 

THE APPLICATION". 

er it is among bea^te. therP are few huiflan creflibroti 

are hunted for Kinnt)iinge!ae,bMideiieitItar their liven 

igare ofhunting thrm. The ioqiriiiljon would Isrdl; 

3 Kgainst the Jews, if the; had not Mniethia|! belot^'. 

in nhieh their peTseculoTB esteem more valuable thiiii 

Jb: which, whenever that wise but ohB^nale people can 

with theimeivea to part arith. there i> u> end of d>a 
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chue Gir that lime. Indeed, when life is pnraned and in ia- 
get, whoerer Tainin it Bboutd give up aver; thin^ but hit boo- 
our to prescrTe it. And, when a. diacisrtled minuter is pene- 
cuted tin h&ving daiuujred the commonireallh, let bim bat 
throw down some of tbe fiuils of hia iniquity to the bunlen, 
and one may engage for his comiag off, in other respecta villi 
a whole skin. 

FAB. UUII. The Tunny and the Dolphin. 
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ik HI to (Iw bitleineBa of dralh. ' Aad, indacd, it mutbak 
er highly phikwopliicaJ, thU could be driven ouf of lift bj 
rnnnira] uDJuBt procedure, and not be touched wilta>Mnie 
asure lo lee the autbor or it eplitting upon the Mune rock. 
len this ii illawed, tod it ift iiirther cDDaidazvd how euily 
Tengt gf Ibt maaneet penon maj be executed npon antn 
gheat, it jJuuld, methiaks, keep people npon their goudi 
cvail nith them uot to persecnle or lo be injurious to IDJ 
The moril lurpilnde of doing wrong iianfficieDt toinfln* 
roij bnire honcat mao, uld secure him {mm turboaring 
m leutthou^btof it in his breuL But the knug and tb* 
I sliauld weigh the preient argument, and belbn tber 
t the least iujurj, be assured of this truth, that oolhiof ■ 
iveet, scares any thing so eaiij' to compan, as levcuge. . 

t. LXIV. Tie Hawk and the Niphtineale. 



r'hting'ale sitting all alone among tbe nhadf 
of an oak, sung will so melodious and shtilLa 
t she made tbe woods echo again, and alaimed 
haMrk who wae at some dittance off, watch- 
is prey. He had no sooner discovered the 
sician, but makiiw a stoop at the place, ho 
r with his crooked tulona, and bid her pre- 
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pare for death. Ah! saya she, for mercy's sake, 
don't do so barbarous a thing, and so unbecoming 
yourself; consider, I never did you any wrong, arid am 
but a poor small morsel for such a stomach as yours: 
rather attack some larger fowl, which may bring yoa 
more credit, and a better meal, and let me go. Ay. 
says the Hawk, persuade me to it if you can: I have 
been upon the watch all day long, and have not vaet 
with on^^bit of any thing till I caught you; and now 
you would have me to let you go, in hopes of some- 
thing better, would you? pray, who would be the fool 
Ihen? 

THE APPLICATION. 

They that neelect the opportunity of rei^ping asmaflwi'W' 
tage in hopes- mey shall obtain a better, are &r from icta| 
upon a reasonable and well-adyised foundation. The figure (>> 
time is always drawn with a single look of hair hanging aver hi*' 
forehead, and the back part of ms head bald; to pntui 'mm^ 
that we should be sure to lay hold of an occasimi when it p- 
sents itself to us, lest afterwards we repent us of oar omkits? 
and folly, and would recover it when it is too late. It is a very 
weak reason to give for our refusal of an offer of kindness, tbit 
we do it because we desire to deserve a better; for it is tifltf 
enough to relinquish the small affair, when 1^ great one coma; 
if even; it does come. But supposing it does bot, how can ^ 
forgive ourselves for letting any thing slip through oar h»nd^ 
by vainly gaping ailer something else, which we never oouli 
obtain? He who has not been guilty of any of these kind of e^ 
rors, however poorly he may come off at last, hsB on/f ^' 
malice of fortune, or somebody else, to charge with his iH sao 
isess; and may applaud himself, with some comfort, in never 
having lost an opportunity, though ever so small, of betteri^ 
and improving his circumstances. Unthinking people li&^'® 
oftentimes the unhappiness to fret and t^ise themselves vi^ 
retrospects of this kind; which they, who attend to the bosio^^ 
of Hfe as they ought, never have occasion to make. 
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FAB. LXV. 7%e Fox vnthout a Tail. 



A Vox uciriiT cauij-lit in a stceJ-trap by hia tail, was 
glad to coinfiound Uvc his cscitge with ihe loss of it; 
but, upon coming abroad into the world, began lo be 
to sensible of the disgrace such a defect would bring^ 
upon him, that be almost wished he had died, rather 
than lefl it behind him. HoweTer to make the best of 
a bad mattei, he formed a pioject in bis head, to call 
an assembly of the rest of the Foxes, and ptopose it 
for their imitation, as a fashion, which wonid lie very 
agreeable and becoming. He ifid so; and made a 
long hanngue agoa the unprofitableness of tails in 
general,* and endeavoured chieflv to show tfae awk- 
vardnesB and inconvenience of a fcx's tail in parti- 
coUr; additig, that it would'be both more graceful, and 
more expeditious, to be altogether without them; and 
itbat, for his part, what he had only imagined and 
^<"ijectuted before, he now found by 'experience; for 
P»t he never enjoyed himself bo well, and found him- 
pelf bo ea«y, as be bad done sipce he had cut off hi» 
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tail. . He said no more, but looked about withabrW^ 
air to see what proselytes he -had gaifted: whena»y 
old thief in the company, who understood trap» an- 
swered him, with a leer, I Relieve you may w^ 
found a conveniency in parting with your tail, and 
when we are in the same circumstances, p€rl»p8 ift 
may do so too. 

THE APPLICATION. 

If men were but generally as prudent as Foxes, t^T"""^ 
not suffer sd many silly fashions to obtain^ as are ctaily "J^*^ 
in vogue,*for which scarce any reason can be ^gnwi w^ 
the humour of some conceited vain creature; unless, wMcb|* 
full as bad, they are intended to palliate some defect in ^ F' 
son that introduces them. The .petticoat of a whde »x »-^ 
been sometimes swelled to a prodigious extent, to acieen L' 
enormity, of which only one of them has been guilty. Ana it -' 
no wonder that Alexander the Great would bring a wry b^'^ 
into fashion in a nation of staves, when we consider whit poj^ 
of this nature some little insignificant dapper fellows baveo*' 
among a free people. « 



<. 



A poor feeble old maD, who had crawled out in|a>a 
neighbouring wood to gather a few aticka, had madfl 
up his bundle, and laying it over his shoulders, was 
trudging homeward with it; but, what with age, aai 
tbe length of the way, and the weight of his buirden, 
he grew so faint and w«Bk that he euhk uoiJer it; and, 
as he eat on the ground, called upon death to come, 
ooce for all, and ease bim of his trouble's. Death no 
sooner heard bim, but he cuoe and demanded of him 
what. Be. wanted. The poor old creature, who little 
Inoual l>eath had been so near, and fr4ghtened al- 
rnos^ut of hia senses with his terrible aspect, an- 
swered hint tremblitig, that having by chance let bia 
hundje of aticka fall, and being too infirm to get it up 
himself, he had made bold to call upon him to help 
'■■m; that indeed this was all bs wanted at present: 
ud that be hoped hb worahip was not offended with 
him for the liboriy he had taken in so doing.' 
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THE APPLICATION. 

ThU Foible givan lu a lively repitMntationoftbagetienllia' 
luiviour of maokuid tDwords that giita kin^ of tfrrorB, dctfli- 
Sod] liberUea do tbej take wltii him b^od hia back, that, djmo 
ererj tittle otosb acekteDt which happen in their w^ji, dcitta it 
immediately called upon; and thej even wish it might, be litrful 
tbrthemlofimehbji their own hands a life so odious, so perpetu- 
■Ilj lorffleDtidg and reiatioua: When, let but death only ofisi 
to maJce hit aApearance, and the Terya^iiaeof hianear appwici 
almost doea the bueineBs: oh, then all they wont ia a little loop' 
life: and thoy irould be glad to come off ao well, as to bare tluii 
old burden laid nptm their ahouldera a^ain. One may w«U oKr- 
dude what an ullsr Averaion Ihey, who in youth, heiUth, mi 
vigDur of body, have lo dying-, when age, poverty, ajid wiclci- 
edneaa, ace not sufficient to tBconcile us (a the thougbU 

FAB. LXVII. Tit LioD in Love. , 



'Vbe Lion, by chance, saw a fair mairf, I he f&resl- 
er's dau^tei, a« she vaa trtp^ng over a lawn, and 
fell in lore with her. N^f, eo vioTgnl was hia pas- 
sion, that he eouM net live unless he made bet his 
own; so that without any more ilela;| he broke fail 
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lind to the father, an4 demftQdtd the damflel for his 
'ife. The man, aa odd as the proposal seemed at 
rst, jQtj soon recollected, that by complying, he 
light ^t the lion into his power; but by refusing 
m, should onljr ex^i)erate and provoke his rage* 
lerefore he consented, but told him it must b^ upon 
3se conditions; that considering the girl was young 
d tender, he must agree to let his teeth be plucked 
t, and his claws cut off, lest he should hurt her, or 
l6ast frighten her with the appltehensions of them. 
e lion was toamuch in love to hesitate; but was 
sooner deprived of his teeth and claws, thad the 
tcherous forester attacked him with a huge club) 
knocked his brains out. 

THE APPLICATION. 

' all the m consequences which may attend the bliad pas- 
love, seldom* any prove sq fiital as that one, of drawing peo- 
ito a sudden and ill concerted' marriage. They commit a 
action in the midst of a fit of madness, of which as soon as 
oome to themselves, they may find reason to repent as 
as they live. Many an untbinidng young fellow ha«>been 
d as much like a savage in this respect, as the Lion in the 
He has, perhaps, had nothing valuable belonging to 
>ut his estate, and ihe Writings which made hj&^itle to it: 
' he is 80 far capti^t^d, as to be persimded to part witli 
his teeth and his cl^j^s are p^one, ipid^ he Ues entirely at 
ercy of madam and her relations. AlH2he favour be is to 
: after this, is from the accidental goodness of the family 
s into; which if it happeos to be of a particular straha, will 
1 to keep hkn in a distant subjection, atler they have stript 
' all his power. Nothing but a true friendship, and mutual 
it, can 'keep up a. reciprocal love between the conjugal 
.nd when that is wanting, and nothing but contempt and 
)n remain to supply the place, matrimony becomes a 
(g-ht state of enmity and hostility. And what a miserable 
ust he be in, who has put himself and his whole power 
3 hands of his enemy, let those joonsider, who, while they 
their, sober senses, abhor the thoughts of being betrayed 
cir ruin, by following the impulse of a blind, unheeding 



1. 



I JESOPa FABLES. 

FAB. UCVIH. 7^ Lioness and tkt Fox. 



The LiiooBSs and the Fox meeting together, fell iii> 
to discourse; and the conversation turning upon the 
breeding, and the fruitfulness of some liviag creatures 
above others, the Fox could not forbear taking the 
opportunity of observing to the Lioness, that for her 
part, she thought Foxes were ^ happy in that respect 
as almost any other creatures; nr that they bred con- 
Btantly once a year, if not oftener, and always had 
a good litter of cubs at every birth: and yet, says she, 
there are those who are never delivered of more than 
one at a time, and that perhaps not above once or 
twice through their whole life, who hold up their ik>> 
sea, and vilue themselves so much upon it, that they 
think all other creatures beneath them, and scarce 
worthy to be spoken to. The Lioness, who all the 
while perceived at whom this reflection pointed, was 
fired with resentment, and with a good deal of vehe- 
mence replied: what you have observed may be true, 
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nd that not withoat reason. Toa produce a great 

laDf at a litter, and often, but what are theyt Foxes. 

indeed hare but one at a tune, bat joa should re- 

lember, that this one is a Ldmi. 

THE APPLICATION. 

>ir prodoetioiis, of whatever kind, are not to be OitswueJ 
much bj the qnmntity, aa the quality of them. It ia not be- 
employed mnch, but weD, and to tne pnrpoae, which makee 
Qsefiil to the a^ we five in, and celebrated b}r tboae ^rhich 
to come. As it ia a miafoitone to the ooontriea which are 
8ted with theip,: fiir Fozea and other vermin to multiply, ao, 
caimqt help throwing out a melancbolj reflection when 
sees aome particolara of the homan kind increaae aa ikat 
ley da 

It the most obvious meaning of this FaUe ia, the hint U 
i us in the relatioikto Authora. These gentlemen should 
r attempt to raise themselves a rraatatio%^ enumerating 
ataJcigue of their productions. Since t]Mnris more ^loity 
ving written one tolerable piece, than athousand indiflbr- 
nes; and whoever has had the good fortune to please in 
erfbrmanco of this kind, should he very cautious how he 
res his reputation in a aeoond. 
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FAB. LXIX. The Stag and the Fawa. 



T%e ^tair, ^own nkl and niiw^hievoua, was, accofd- 
in^ to cuslom, stamping with his font, making offen 
with his head, and bellowing so terrihly tlut the 
whole herd quaked for fear of him, when one of the 
nittle Fawns coming up, ad<!reBS«d him to thia par- 
pose; pray, what is the reason that you, who are so 
stout and formidable at all other times, if voti do but 
hear the cry of ihe hounds, are ready to fly tful of your 
skin for fear? What you observe is true, replied the 
stag, though 1 know not how (o account for it; I am 
indeed vigorous nnii able enough, I think, to make 
my party good any where, and often resolve with my- 
self, that nothing iihall ever dismay my courage foe 
the future: but alas! I do sooner hear the voice of a 
bound, but all my spirits fail me, and I cannot help 
making off* as fost as ever my legs ca^ carry me. 
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THE APPLICATION. 

This is (he ta$6 ol'tnany a cowardlj bollj in the world. lt« 
Utpoaed to be imperibas uid tynoinical, and to inaiilt his oom- 
lions, ind to take all opportunities of acting icoordiiig to hia 
lination; but' yet is cautioas where he makes his haunts, and 
;s care to hare to do only with a herd of rascally people as 
and mean sa iiimsel£ A man of courage qoaahes him With 
ord; and he who has threatened death in every sentence, fir 
^Ive-monfh together, to those whom he knew it would af- 
itf at the Tdry firown of an intrepid raan^ has leapt out of a 
iow. It is fio unpleasant si^ht, to be present when any of 
I gentlemen happen to be disarmed of their terror before 
aces of their hamble admirers; there is a stranee boister- 
itrag^gle betwixt fear, shame arid revenge, which blinds 
wiSi oenftision; and thougii they wonld fain exert a little 
ee, and show themselves m^n, yet they know not how; 
is-somethingr within which will not saner them to do it 
predominance of nature will show itself upon occasion, ia 
le ooioiirs, through all the disguises wliidi'Vi^^ ^'^^ on* 
ir te ihrow over it. Cowardice, particulaady, gives us bat 
tre suspicion, when it would conceal itself under an affec- 
ceness; ais they who would smother an ill smell by a cloud 
ame, are iniagmed to be but the morf. offensive. When 
re done all, nature will i^emain what she was, and show 

whenever she is called upon; therefore whatever we do 
tradiction to her laws, is so forced and affected, that if 
ieds expose, and make us ridiculous. We talk nonsense, 
re would argrue against it; like Teague, who being aske4 

fled from his colours, said that his heart was as good as 
the regiment, b^t protested his cowardly legs would run 
ith him whatever he could da 
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FAB. LX^. Thf Young Man and ike Swallow. 



A prodigal young spendthrift, who wasted bis 
whole patrimony in taverns and gaminff bouses, among 
levd, idle compaRf , was taking a melancholy walk 
near a brook. It was in the month of January, and 
' happened to be one of those warm sunshiny days 
which sometimes smile upon us even in that vintf; 
season of the year, and to make it the more Battering, 
a swallow, which had made his appearance, by mis- 
take, too soon, flew skimming along upon the sar- 
face of the water. The giddy youth observing Qoa, 
without any further consideration, concluded that 
Summer was now come, and that he should have Ut- 
ile or no occasion for clothes, so went and pawned 
them at the broker's and ventured the money for one 
dtake more, among lus sharping companions. When 
this too was gone the same Way with the rest, he 
took iinnther solitary walk in the same place is be- 
fore. Bgt the weather being severe and frosty, bad 
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made erery thing look with an aspect very diffiirent 
from what it did; the brook was quite ftozen over; 
and tike |KK>r swallow lay dead upon the bank of it; 
the very sight of which cooled .the young spark's 
brains; and conodng to a kind of sense of his misery, 
he reproaehed the deceased bird, as the author of all 
his misfortunes: ah, wretch, that thou wert! says he» 
th^u hast utidone both thyself and me, who was so 
credttiouid as to depend upon thee. 

THE APPLICATION. 

They wlto ftef^ai$ot tayerns ind gaining honaes snd keep bad 
oompttioiy, ^oald not wionder -$• they were redaoed in a very 
•min time^ to penary and walit The wretched joxmt fellows 
who anee addict themselves to such a scandalous kind of life, 
scarce tiiiJikofetftitteBd to any QOethhigbeBidesK Thfyse^n 
to kn« HefttsBf eiro m Ih^r heads, but Iww they Iniy Mtuander 
what tfafi^ havtt iei, A6d wbere they may f et msr^ wl^ thai 
ii gone. They So not make the same use of their reason thai 
other people do; but like the jaundiced eye, view every thin^ in 
that fUae ligfht hi which their distemper and debauchery repre- 
sent it. The yoong man In the fable gives us a very pretty ex- 
ample of this, he iees a swallow in the midst of winter, and in- ' 
Btead of being surprised at it, as a very irregular and extraordi* 
nary thing, concludes from thence that it b summer; as if he 
had never thought befbre about the season. Well, the result of 
this wise oonelusion is of a piece with the conclusion itselfi if 
it is rammer, he shall not^ant so many clothes, therefore he 
sells them: for what? more money to squander away; as if (had 
his observation been just) summer would have lasted aU the 
year toimd. But the true result and conclusion of all is this; 
when both his money and clothes are irrecoverably gone, he 
ootnes to his right sMises; is ready to perish with hunger, to 
starve with cold, and to tear his own flesh with remorse and 
vexatitm, at bis former stupidity. 
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TV Ajiffler and rt« Little fTnh. 



I man was angling in a river, and cnu^t a small 
ch; which, as he was taking off the book, and go- 
to put it into his baaket, opened its mouth, w 
iin to implore his pity, begging that be woulu 
iw it into the river again. Upon the man's de- 
iding wjial reason he had to espect auch a favcnji' 
/, says the fish, because at present, I ani'but youn^ 
Utile, and consequently not bo well worth yout 
ie, as I shall he, if you take me some time hencp. 
;n T am grown larger. That may be, replies ili>' 
i; but I am not one of thane fools who quit « cei- 
ity in enpectation of an uncertainty. 

■niE APPLICATION. 
Iii? PsWe poinla mudi iJio eaine wS.T ob the Biity-fian^ »■ 
one nmrul miif ray well tiei've for both. But tbe lessH 
' teach Is so ukihI itnd imilmctivc, that ■ rapclition attt" 
v> uiu«iiB'i)n^i'a-iouF. The precepts which thpy would ii 
into nil, is, iwYwr to Id clip the pnmant oppotlunily, boi ■ 
ire U> iHSnelie, Pi'pry little ftdvanti^e, jusl in the oiok ti* 
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itoflbra,irillH>iit > vain reliance apon, and fiuitlcMeipecUlioiia 
of «)niethini( better in time to mme. We may cheer np our 
■piriti with hajiinff Gir that which we cannot a.t piescnt oblain; 



FAB. LXXII. The Aaa and the Lion kundng. 



The Lioa took a fancy to hunt ii^ company witb 
the Aas; and, to make him the more useful, guvo hiut 
iaatnictions to hide himaeif in a thli'.kel, and then to 
bray in the most ugly, frightful manner that he could 
possibly contrive. By this means, aaya be, ysu will 
rouse all the beasts within the heating of you; while [ 
stand at the outlets, and take them aa they are muking 
off. This was done, and tbe stratagem took effect ao- 
coidingly. The Ass brayed most hideously; and the 
tinMtt^luB beasts, not knoinng what to maku nf ii, be- 
gan to scotir off as fast as they could; when tUe Liorit 
who was posted at a proper avenue, seiied ,and do. 
Toured them, as be pleased. Haviuggothiibellj fc' 
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he called out to the Ass, snd bid him Wve off, teSSaf 
him, he had done enough. Upon lhi« the lop-e«red 
brute, came out of bis sinbu^, and approaching tk 
lion, asked him, with an air of conceit, how be like) 
his perfomiancei prodigioualy! saya h^ you did » 
well, that I protest, had I not known jour nature aM 
t«nper, I might have been frightened mjself- . 

THE APPLICATION. 9- 
A bngging cowu-dlf feUow aay impoee iip<)npmi>l*tbil^ 
not know him; bot it la (he greatBBt jest inwginiUe to l** 
that do. Jhere are mwiy men, who appou very lemU" '■^- 
tig in tbafi muioei of oipreMiog theiUBehet, umI, ifj" ""■■ 
be peniuded (a take their own word Ibi it, ue permi '"■^ 
wlia, ir, one takes the pains to inquire a liUl* into Ihor li" 
•atare, are aa arrant asaeB u evoi brayed. 

FAB. XLVIII. The Sensible Aw. 



An old fellow was feeding an Am in a fiiie pf^ 
meadow; and being; alarmed with the sudden ippnw- 
of tha enemy, waa in^tient with the Ass to put bv 



aV ixtvud, aad &j with >U the »pe«d tfatl U «f 
tbJe. Tke Asa aeJced him, wbether m no be tho^gbt 
lie meavf vould clap two pair of panniers upon hit 
lack? the raao sud no, ikere was no fear of that* 
Why then, aays the Aas, I'll not stii an inchi for 
vhat ia it to AM who nj mtuit«r ia, sine* I ahaSi but 
:ajry mj panniers, as uaual< 

THE APPLICATION. 

Thia Fabk'ahowi uB,lrow much ki the wMag tbepcMMr •«# 
if peopla Bioel comiantily ais, ohea the; are tmder Lay toacera 
ibout the revtdutions uf gavernmeat All the ilteraliDni which 
hej canleel is. in thaDUDeaTtheitaDvBrelgn, erniMinHhiin' 
lortant liifle; but the; eumot <vsll ba peraer, or made lit work 
lurder thaa they did belbcB. And fat haw are thsf ■ometimel 
mpased apoaiUtd drawn in, bj the utificesora &w mitlakra 
)r dasi^niK men,to f«iKnt faelioHB,and rawe rcbellimi In eaiW 
vheie they can get Birthing by the muxaK but, if Ihcy miaeany, 
ure m daBSer of aufieiing ui ignommioiu, untuasl]' dntlk 

FAB. LXXIV. The Bowtto? Traielkr. 



(ine who had bepn abi«atl, at his Mfui'n h(ft*» 
again, waa giving aa account of bis traveb; Ka4» 
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among other places, said he had been at Rhodes, wben 
he had so distinguished himself in leaping, (an ex&cm 
that city was famous for,) that not a Rhodian cooU 
come near him. When those who were preseDt M 
not seem tp credit this relation so readily as be inteni* 
ed they should, he took some pains to e«nviA<^ tben 
of it by oaths and protestations; upon which one <^ 
the company rising up, told him, he need not gi^e 
himself so much trouble about it, since he would pG' 
him in a way to demonstrate it in fact; which was, tc 
suppose the place they were in to be Rhodes, and to 
perform this extraordinary \eajp over a^ain. The 
boaster, not liking this proposal, sat down quietly, 
and had no more to say for himself. 

THE APPLICATION. 

It is very weak in all men, as well those who have trafelled. 
as those who have not, to be solicitous with thei]> company to 
believe them, when they are relating a matter of fact, in whici! 
themselves were a party concerned. For the more argent i 
man appears at such a time, in order to ^ain credit, the more bb 
audience is apt to suspect the truth of what he relates. Th«\^ 
perceive his vanity is touched more than his hononr, and that it 
is his ability, not his veracity, which he cannot bear to han 
questioned. And indeed, though a man were ever eo fiiUy sau>- 
fied of such a truth himself, he should consider, that he is sti^ 
as .far from being able to convince others, as if he were altogeth- 
er ignorant of it. Therefore, in all cases, where proper voudv- 
ers are expected, we had better be contented to keep our expIo!b 
to ourselves, than appear ridiculous by contending to have tbei- 
believed. 

How much more then should travelled gentlemen bavea«r: 
how they import lies and inventions of their own, from Ibreir: 
parts, and attempt to vend them at home for staple truths. 
Every time they utter a fidsehood they are liable, not only to ^ 
su^cted by the company in general, but to be detected ^tu: 
exposed by some particular person, who may have been ftt tlK 
aame place, and perhaps know how to convict them of the;r 
forgery, even to a demonstration. • 
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FAB. LXXV. The Brother and Sister. 



A certain man had two children, a son and daugh- 
ter. The boy, beautiful and handeome enough; the 
girl not quite bo well. They were both very young, 
and happened one day to be playing near a iooking- 
glasa, which atood upon their mother's toilet:' the boy, 
pleaaed with the novelty o( the thing, Tiewed himself 
for some time, and in a. wanton roguish manner, took 
notice to the girl how handsome he was. She reseat- 
ed it, and could not hear the insolent way in which 
he did it; for she understood it (as how could she do 
otherwise) intended for a direct affront to her. There- 
fore she ran immediately to her father, and with s 
great deal of aggravation, complained of her brother, - 
particularly, for having acted so effeminate a: pari as 
to look in a^glass, and meddle with things which be- 
longed to women only. The father embracing them 
with much tenderness and affection, told them that 
lie should like them both to look in the glass every 
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day; to tiie intent that you, says he to llie faoy» if yon 
thHik tJbftt..fac€ of yours handsome, may not disgrace 
and spoil it by an ugly temper, and a foul behaviour. 
You, says he, speaking to the girl, that you make np 
for the defects of your person, if there be any, by the 
nweetness of Vour manners, and the agreeableness of 
fom ctmrer^ation* 

THB APPLICATION. 

^Thi^m Is «carciB «n J thing we see m th« world, especisDy wiui 
he\9n^ to, and hangs about otir own person, but Is <:apabIeot* 
aflfhrd W* ns matter for some serious and usefiil consideratks. 
Ai^d thi^s f^Me, notwithstaadio^ the scene of it is laid at the 
very bpgfttjning and entrance of life, yet utters a doctrine rvarthy 
ike att^tioa.of every stage and deg^e thereof^ firom the clri^ 
to the <^d man. Let each of us take a glass, aad view hiasoL^ 
oonsid^tely. He that is vain and self-cciaieeited, will find 
1>e!^utie8 in evei^ feature, and his whole shape will be withoat 
fkxiijL Let it be so; yet, if he would bs O gmpfete he aatA tske 
care that the inward man does not detract from and disgnc? 
the ovstwaiid; that the depravity of his manners does not spol 
his face., nor the wrongqess of his behaviour distort his limbs 
or whicqi Is the same ming, m^e his whole person odious acd 
detestable jbo the eve of his beholders. Is any one modest ic 
this respect^^nd diffident of himself? or has he indeed blemis^*^ 
and imperfections, whi<^ may depreciate him in the sight < "' 
mnnki^? let him strive to improve the &culties of the mini 
where perhaps nature has not crampt him; and to excel in Ua 
beauties of a food temper, and an agreeable conversation, the 
charms of which are so much more lasting and unalterably en- 
dearing than those of the other sort. They who are beauti'ji 
in person, have this peculiar advantage, that with a moderate 
regard to complaisance and good manners they bespeak eve^/ 
.o^e*s opinion in their favour. But then, be the outside of a roan 
ever so rough and uncouth, if his acquired accomplishments are 
but sweet and enp"iging, how easily do we 05;prlook the r<»*t, 
and value him like an orlentaj jewel, not by a glittering- outsidt, 
\cMch is common to baser stones, but by his true intrinsic 
WQTth, his bright imagination, his clear reason, And the trans- 
pnxaat sinoerity of his honest heart. 
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FAB. LXXVI. 7%e Collier and the Fuller. 



The Collier and the Fuller, being old acquaint^pce, 
liappened upon a time to meet together; and the lat. 
ter being but ill provided with a habitation, waa in- 
vited by the foimer tp come anil live in the same house 
with him. I thank you, my dear friend, replies the 
Fuller, for your kind olTor, but it cannot be: for if I 
were to dwell wilh you, whenever I should take pains 
to scour and make clean iii the morning, the dusi of 
you and jour coals would blackim and defile, as bad 
as ever before night. 

THE APPLICATION, 

It iiof noamat] importBjice in liie, lo be cantiou* what com. 
pony we keap, and with whoin we enter into ftieiicJshi[); for 
thoogb we we ever so well JispoBSd oaraelvcs, and happen to 
be ever >o free from vice and debauchery, yet if those with 
whvn we frcnuently convetau, are engaged in a ^wd, wiched 
coune, it wilt be alniost intpossililo ti:^ UB to fscapc being 
drawn in With them. 

If in are truly wiao, and would shun tiiose Siren rocki • 
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plra^mra. npon which m man; b»o iplil before Q^ ira thaold 
totbul sunelvtw aU mannet of ootnmsrue. and correBpoodnKe 
Willi tlKMo wba ue itvermg a coutbc, wiiich reason tells of ii 
not tiv 011/ adTant^e, but would emt in our destruction. 

All lliB nrlua we canbAutof will not be sufficient to juanre 
mv if we embvk in bad companj: lor though our phtloeophj 
vere mcb, u we could preserve oucsalveB from being tiiDUn 
and inieclBdwilhthcirmanners.yet thsir character would twi* 
and enlwine itaelf along with oaia, in so intcictte a fold, that Ibe 
w«rld would not take ttw trouUe to UDtavd and separate. Iben. 
RcputalioaB are of a aublla iDsinuatiug texture: like wata.tlnl 
wiuell i» derived from the clearest spring, if it chuiees lo mil 
wttb ft bul currant, runs on, audistjnguisbed, in one mnddj 
■tiMm for iIh future, sod must &I erer partake of tbe culm 
and coBditioa at its araociala. 

FAB. LXXVn. ' The Fox and the Visor-madt. 



A Fox being in a ahop where Vizar'inasks were 
Mid, laid lUB foot upon one of them, and considering 
it-Rwbile attentively, at last broke out into this excla- 
mation: bleas me, says be, what a handsome goodlr 
fifiire this makes; whftt a pity it ia, that it Bboulil 
wnat brains. 



THE AKH.ICATION. 
Thia u knlled it that Dumerons part, of mankind, wbo^ out 
of tfwir ample ibrtnnes, take CBie lo accomfdish ^lem selves with 
•lerj thii^ hut common aeoae. In short, the whole world is a 
masqaernde; and a man of a tolerable latent for obaernition, may 
entBrtainhimwirafi we!^lhemiitasBemblieV<n<^<B within 
liA, as at the moat magnitlcent expeneive rerels piovided and 
irdered ibr that purpose. Many of the faces one meets with 
among the gaj froiic part of oui species, if searched tor brains, 
woald appear as airant viiors ai tliat in the fable. 

FAB. LXXVIII. The Two Frogs. 



One hot suitr; siunmer, the Iskes and pondn'being 
almost every where dried up, a couple <tf Frags agreed 
to trnTcl 'tt^tber in search of water. At last they 
came to a deep well, and sitting upon the brink of it, , 
=began to consult whether they should leap in or not. 
One of them was for it; urging, that there was pleirty 
of clear spring water, and no danger of being disturb. 
pd. Well, says the other, all this may be true; and yet 
1 cannot come into your opinion for my life; for if the 
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water should happen to dry up here too, how should 
we get out again?.' 

» 

THE APPLICATION. 

.: The moral of this fable is intended to put us in mind to look 
before toe leap. That we should not undertake any action of im- 
portance, without considering first, what tlie event of it is like 
to prove, and how we shall be able to come ofiT, upon such and 
such provisos. A good general does not think he diininbhes 
any thing of his character, when he looks forward beyond the 
main action, and concerts measures, in case there should be 
occasion, for a safe retreat 

How many unfortunate matches are struck every day fiir 
want of this wholesome consideration? Profuse living, and ex- 
travagant gaming, both which terminate in the ruin of those 
that Ibllow them, are mostly owing to a neglect of this precao- 
tiox^ , Wicked counsellors advise, and ignorant princes exeeate 
thosd things, which afterwards they often dearly repent Wan 
are begun by this blind stupidity, from which a state is not able 
to ettricate itself with either honour or safetv; and projects are 
encouraged by the rash accession of those, who never ooBsider- 
ed how they were to get out, until they plunged themselvei 
irrecoverably into them. 
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FAB. LXXIX. Tile CoTetoua Man* 



A poor covetous wrclch, who had scraped tc^thrr 
a good parcel of money, went and dug a hole in one 
of hia fields and hid it. The great pleasure of his life 
wan, to go and look upon his trcBDnre, once a day at 
least; which one of hit aervanta obaerring, and guess- 
ing there was something more than ordinary in the 
place, came at night, found it, arjd carried it off. The 
next dav, reluming as usual, to the scene of his de< 
light, and perceiving it had been ravished away from 
him, he tore his hair for grief, and uttered the dole- 
ful complaint of his despair to the woods and mea- 
dows. At last, a neighbour of his, who knew hia 
temper, overhearing him, and being informed of the 
occasion of his sorrow, cheer up, man, says he, thou 
hast lost ntfthing; there is the hole for thee to go and 
peep at still, and if thou canst but fancy the monej' 
there, it will do just ea well. 
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THE APPLICATION. 

Of all the appetites to which human nature is subject, none 
ii so strong, so lasting, and at the same time so unaccountable, 
as that of avarice. Our other desires, generally cool cind slacken 
at the approach of old age; but this flourishes under grey hairei, 
and triumphs amidst impotence and infirmity. AH our other 
longings have something to be said in excuse fi)r theib, let them 
be at what time of life soever. But it is above reason, and there- 
fore truly incomprehensible, why a man should be passionately 
fond of money, only for the sake of gazing upon it. 

Nescit quid voleat nummus, quern prebat usum. 

His treasure is as useful. to him &s a heapof oyster-shenssiw 
though he knows how many substantial pleasures it is able to 
procure, yet he dares not touch it; and is as desUtute of money 
to all intents and purposes as the man who is not worth a groat 

This is the true state of a covetous person. To which, one of 
that fraternity may possibly make this reply, that when we have 
said all, since pleasure is the grand aim of life, if there arises a 
delight to some particular persons from the bare possession of 
riches, though they do not, nor even intended to make use c£ 
them, we may ^ be puzzled how to account for it, and think it 
very strange, but ought not absolutely to condemn the mea 
who thus closely and innocently pursue what they esteem the 
greatest happiness. 

True, people would be in the wrong to paint covetoosnesB 
in such odious colours, were it not incompatible with innocence. 
But here arises the mischief; a truly covetous man will stick at 
nothing to attain his ends, and when cmce avarice takes the 
field, honesty, charity, humanity,. and to be brief, every viitoe 
' which opposes it, is sure to be put to the rout 
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PAB.LXXX. neE^fie, the 0>i and iMt&m, 



An Eagle bad built her nest upon the top branches 
of an oak— A wiU Cat inhabited a hole in the midille, 
and in the hoUow part, at bottom, was a Sow, with a 
whole litter of pigs. A happy nuighLourhood: and 
might long have continued so, had it not been for the . 
wicked insinuations of the designing cat. For, first 
of all, up she crept lo the Eagle; and, good neighbour 
says she, we shrfii all he undon.ei that filthy sow, yon- 
der, does nothing but lie rooting at the foot of the 
tree; and, ae I susijccl, intends to grub it up, that she 
may the more easily come at our young ones. For 
my part, I will take care of my own concerns; you 
may do as you please; but 1 will watch her motions, 
though I stay at home this month for it. When she 
had said this, which could not fail of putting the 
Eagle intoa great fright, down she went, and made 
a visit tothe Sow at the bottomj and putting on « 
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sorrowful face, I hope, says she, you do not inteod to 
go abroad to-day. Why doC, says tl^ Sow; nay, re- 
plies the other, yo9 may do as you please; but I o¥ef- 
heard the Eagle tell her young onea, that she trodd 
treat them with a pig, the first time she saw you go 
out,* and 1 am not sure but she may take np with a 
kitten in the mean timej so, good-morrow' ta you; yw 
will excuse me, I must go and take care of the little 
folks at home. Away she went accordm^ly; and br 
contriving to steal out softly anights £0r her (Mrey, and 
to stand watching and peeping all day at her hole, 
as under great concern, she made such an impr^ion 
upon the Eagle and the Sow, that neither af them dar- 
ed venture t^road^ for fear of the othey* The coose- 
quence of which was, that themselves and their youn^ 
ones,' in a little time, were all starved, and made 
prize of, by the treacherous Cat and her kitteas. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Thiff shows us tho ill consequence which may attest f&egir. 
Ing ear to a gossipping double tongaed neighbour^ The m» 
chiefs occasioned by sach credulity, are innitmeraUe, and too 
notorious not to be observed every where. Many saciabje, weD- 
^isposed families, have been blown up into a perpetual discord 
and aversion to each other, by one of those wicked go-betweens. 
So that, whoever would thoroughly adquit himself of the im- 
putation of being a bad neighbour, should guard hiinaeO* both 
against receiving ill impressions by hear-say, and uttering hn 
opinions of others to those inquisitive tmsy-bodies, who in case 
ofseandal, can magnify a gnat to (he size of a cam^ and iWelf 
a mole-laU to a m0n»tain<- 
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FAB. LXXXI. The Goat a^ tU Lion. 



The Lion, neeing the Goat ii|>oq a steep craggy 
rock, tvhere he could not come at him, asked him 
what delight ho could take to skip from ooe precipice 
to naotber, all daj', and venture the breaking of his 
Beck every mooientj I wonder, »aya he, you wont 
conte down and feed upon the plain here, where there 
ia such pleuty of good grass, and line aweet beriH- 
Why, replies the Goat, 1 caQoot but say your opinitM 
ia right; but you look so very hungry and desij[ning', 
that to tell you the truth, I do not care to ventura my 
person where you are. 

THE AFPLKATIOH. 

Advice, thousli good ia ilaelf, is to be mupeeted, whaa it is 
f ivn by a tri&iaK ■elf.inteiasled man- Ferb«f> ns aboidd 
t*lu apon ouiwItw, not only a vary great, bat oBBeGOHUy 
tmable, if «B wtxe lo siBpact evsij ■uawbofecii toidiiM «■■ 
But tlui, IwwOTer, is iMcauaty. tiiat when we b>T« rmmmi* 
imtiMi Hw 00*. in point of botwur and jiutiae, we Dst cnir 
•miniiairwaU before w« auger ^irarivw toW pe tim J trl by'- 
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but eVan renho to hne iMUuDf to do in >n<r tl&h, witttndi 
a slipper; spulu ore nmoeiDAd, if ve nn ucidil, 



FAB. LXXXn. 2Tle,Lion and the SVog. 



The Lion hearmg an txld kind pf a holloir toicC: 
and seeing nobody, started op; he Tigtened again, s"^ 
perceiving the voice to continiie, even trembled w'' 
quaked for fear. At last, seeing a Frog crawl oi« <" 
the lake, and finding that tlie noise he had heard *^ 
nothing but the croaking of that little creature, li'' 
went up to it, and partly out of anger, partly contemi"' 
epurned it to pieces with his feet. I 

■ THE APPLICATION. I 

This FtOe is a pretty iaiige of the vain fears uid ecnpIT *"' 
Ton, iridi which our wetck miaguider] nature is ao ip"".^ 
nlanned »nd diitiacled. If wa hear erei so little ocoe «^'" 
w« are not tbia to acconnt for immediately, nay, oflm t^"' 
w» gin ouMBlves time lo conrider about it, we arc Btruck "i"* 
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and in the dark. Thene notions are ingrafled in oar minds vei^ 
^arir; we suck tiiem in with onr nurse's milk; and therefore it 
is the most difficult, when we are grrown up, and ashamed %f 
them, to root them out of our nature. But, in order to it, it is 
well worth our while to observe, that the most learned, the most 
ingenious and candid writers in all ages, have ridiculed and ex- 
ploded the belief of such phantoms, as the weaker part of man- 
kind are apt to be terrified with: intimating, that goblins, spec- 
tres, apparitions, fairies, ghosts, &c. were intended by knaves 
to brighten &ols with. 

Fear is a'natural passion; and its use is, to put us upon onr 
guard against danger, by alarming the spirits. Nqw all passions 
should be kept in a state of subjection; for though they are good 
.nseffal servanta, yet, if once thej get the better, they prove the 
most domineering tyrants unagmable; nor do any of them treat 
US in so slavish and abject a manner as that or foar. It un- 
nerves and enfoebles our limbs, precipitates or fotters our nn- 
denbttkding; and, at the same time it represents a danger near 
at handi disarms, and makes us incapable of defending ourselves 
^rainst it. This is the case even in respect of real danger; as 
fire, thieves, or violent enemies, and eyen iji this case, a man of 
either sense or honour would be ashamed to be detected of 
Boch a weakness. But when the cause of our alarn;^ is ground- 
less, and subsists no where but in our childish imagination, we 
diould not only take care how we expose ourselves upon that 
account, but resolve to man our understanding with reason and 
fortitude enough to maintain it against the attacks of every lit- 
tie imaginary phantom. 

Even those who have thoroughly reasoned the point, may yet 
rt'tain something of the old woman in their minds, which havmg 
taken root too deep to be entirely plucked out, may sometimes 
surprise them in an unguarded moment, and make them start 
like the lion in the fable; but then they presently recollect 
themselves; and, as he did, treat the cause of their delusion 
Kith the utmAst pontempt. 
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f AB. LXXXIII. The Pir-tree and (he Brambk. 



A tall straight Fir-tree, that stood towering iip in 
the middle of the forest, waa so proud of bis dignity 
and high station, that heOTprlooked the little i^ubs 
which grew beneath him. A bramble, beings one oi 
the inferior throng, coutd by no meanS' brook tbts 
haug'hty carriage, and therefore took him to task, aod 
desired to know what he meant by it? Because, says 
tbe Fir-tree, I look upon myself as the first tree fee 
beauty and rank, of any in the forest; my Bpiring to|> 
shoots up into the clouds, and my branches display 
themselves with a perpetual beauty and verdurej while 
you lie grovelling upon the ground, liable to be crush- 
ed by every foot that comes near you, and impover- 
ished by the luxurious drippings which fall from my 
leaves- All this may be true, replied the bramble^ 
but whea the woodman has marked you out for pub- 
lic uso, and the sounding axe comes to be applied to 
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jour root, I am mistaken if you would not be glad to 
change conditions with the very worst of ns« 

THE APPLICATION 

If the great were to reckon upon the mischieis to which thev 
are exposed, and poor private men consider the danglers wfaicn 
tfaey many times escape, purely by being so, notwithstanding 
the seeming diffiirenoe Uiere appears to be betvifeen> them, it 
windd be no such easy matter,. as most people think it, to deter- 
mine which condition is the more preferable. A reasonable man 
would declare in #iTour of the latier, without the least hesita- 
tion, as knowing upon what a steady and safe security it is 
e8(ai)liBhed. For the higher a man is exalted, the fairer mark 
he jiTes, and the more unlikely he is to escape a storm. 

What little jfoundatioii thererore has the greatest favourite to 
fortune, to behave himself with insolence to those below him; 
whme circumstances, though he is so elated with pride,>a8 to 
de^se them, are, in .the eye of every prudent man, more eligt. 
ble than his own, and such as he himself, when the day of ac- 
count comes, wiU wish he had never exceeded. For, as the 
riches wldch many over-grown great ones call the goods of fi>r. 
tune, are seldom any other than the eoods of the public, which 
they have impudently, and feloniou«y taken, so public justice 
generally overtakes them in the end; and whatever their lift 
may have been, tlieir death is as ignominious and unpitied as 
that of the meanest and most obscure thief! 
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FAB. LXXSIV. 7V Bull and d< OmL 



The Bull being pursued by the Liqh, ma.Se toSsn^ ' 
jLCave, in which be Uosigned lo secure himself; but 
was of^wsed ju«t at Uie entrance by a Gitat, who hul 
pA possession before him, and threateDing a kind of 
defiance with his horns, seemed resolved lo dispuK 
the pass with him. The Bull, wbt) though he had no 
(ime to lose in a contest of this nature, immediUelj 
made otT again; but told the Goat, that it was not for 
fear of him or his defiiinces: for, says he, if the Lion 
' was not so near, I would soon make, you know the dif- 
ference between a Bull and a Goat. 
THE APPLICATION. 

It ta very inhnmin to deny succour and cQmfiirt to peopls 
in tribaktion; but to insult them, uiduld to the weight tri'tbeir 
mistbrtuoe, in Bomethinc anpcrlatiTel; brutiih uld crueL Tben 
ia howerei, in the Worid, i sort of wretches crf'Uiia vile temper. 
that wak lor on opportunity of nggravsting their Deigfaboor'i 
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dkr an raptnnva Uw-anil, IsM he iliiHiU%*eape Broni that, <rae 
of thece gsMlemen will like care to arrest him is a ■econd 
u:tiaI^ hoping at least, to keep him at bay, while the ntoce pow- 
erful adierury attacks bim on the other side. One cannot 
cooaider this temper, without obserTing somethiog remarkabh 
coww^ in it; for thene whiffling antagimiatB never begin tiwir 
enaoHirter, until tbej are sure the pencm Ihey aim at, is alieadf 
onriuatehetL 



TAB. LXXXV. Tte Powler and tke Black-bird. 



' A Fowler was placing his nets, and putting bis 
tackles in order, by the side of a copse, when a Black- 
bird, who saw him, had the curiosity to inquire what 
he was doing. Says he, I am building a city for yog 
birds to live in; and proTidiiig it with meat, and all 
manner of conveniences for you. Having said this, 
he departed and hid himself; and the black-bitd, be- 
lirTing his words, came into the nets and was taken. 
But when the man came up to take hold of him, (f 
this, »ya h«, be your faith and honesty, and these '' 



IM 
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cities you build, I Urn of opinion, you will have but 
few inhabitants. 

THE APPLICATION 

Methinks this fowler acted a past very like that which Bonie 
langB and ralers of the people do; when they tell them, thattlie 
projects which they have contrived with a separate view, aod 
ibr their own private interests, are laid for the benefit of all that 
will come to them. And tp such the black-lnrd traly spetk^ 
when he affirms, that erectors of such sehemes will fixid botfiir 
to stick by them at the long run. 

We exclaim against it, as something very -base and dishoneit, 
when those of a different nation, and even our enemies, lureak 
the faith which they have publicly plighted, and tricked us oat 
of our properties. But what must we call it, when govemon 
themselves, circumvent their own people, and contrary to the 
forms upon which they are admitted to govern, contrive tnpR 
and gins to catch and ensnare them in? Such govemom naj 
succ^ in their plots the first timc^ but must not be surprised, 
if those who have once escaped their dutches, never bars ixpin- 
ion enoogh of them to tnut them for the flituie. • 



J ^' 



ffiSnp'S FABLES. 
FAB. LXyyVT. jMpit<T a»d Pallas. 



Once upon a time, the heathen gt^s had a mind to 
adopt each a particular tree into their patronage and 
luitioa. Jupiter cboiie the oak; Venus was pletwed to 
name the myrtle: Apollo pitched upon the laurel; 
Cybele took the pine; and Hercules the poplar. PaJlaa 
be in(r present, eKprensed lit;r admiration at their fan- 
cy in making choice of trees that bore nothiBg. (), 
wys Jupiter, the n'ason of that is plain enough, for we 
would not be thought to dispense our favours with 
any mercetmry view. You may do as you pleiwe, says 
she, but let the olive be my tree; j^ 1 declare that 
my reason for choo.-'ing it is, because it bears plenty 
of noble useful fruit. Ujton which Ihe thunderer, 
putting on b serious composed gravity, spoke thus to 
the gfiddess; — Indeed, daughter, it is not without jus- 
tice, that you are so celebrated for your wisdom: for, 
anlesa some benefit attends our actions, to perform 
thftm only for the sake of glory i* but a silly busine»' 
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THE APPLICATIOM. 
This rabh i> to nut iu in mind, that fre ehoold intaid mn- 
thing; ukM and Uncfif^aJjn dl our aiitions. Tomderlii! 
thingB vlth no other viEW, but- that oT empl; gksy, whitevu 
flome cnrioua dreamers may fancy, ia employ injf our linnaflcn 
very idle foolish manner. The Alnii^hliy created the irorlil mil 
" of his infinite goodness, for the px>d of his crealarae, ind W 
out of a passion tor glcvy, which la a vain, silly, mean prijici;>fe' 
And. when nretalk of glori^ng the Aathor of oar Being, iS'> 



think reaaonably, we must mean shawjog Oar gratituds to 
by imitating this goodness of His, as ^ as we are abk, •"- 
endeavouring to make some good or other the aim of all oi<' 
undertakings." For if empty glory "ba nnwortby the ponaii^l 
a wise man, liow Tastly improper musl it be Is make u rfs- 
itig to an all-wise Deity. 

FAB. LXXXVIL Tile Fox a>td tie Bramble' 



A Fox hard pressed by the hounds, was geltjni 
OTer a hedge, but tore his foot upon a bramble whi'h 
grew juat in the middle of it; upon which he re- 1 
preached the bramble fSt his inhospitable cniehy, i» 
iwinff a alranger, who haii fled to him fer p'otwtin^ 
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fi/ler such a barbarous manner. Yes, says the bram^ 
ble, you intended to have made me serve your tum^ 
I know: but take this piece of advice with you for the 
fatare; hever lay hold of a bramble agttn, as you ten- 
der y6ur sweet person; for laying hold is a privilege 
that belongs. to us brambles, and we do not care to 
let it go out of the family. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Impertinent people, who are most apt to taktf IHierties witb 
other*, are general^ the bibst surprised, if they are Ktorted up- 
on with any severity; though they, of all people, have the least 
reawn to expect quarter* It cannot but be pleasant to indiffef" 
ent spectators, when they see one of this fraternity meet with 
his match, and beaten with his own weapons. He that is known^ 
to be an ill man, may be hurt unpitielfl; his misfbrtones are con- 
ferred upon him to the satisfaction of him that occasibufd them» 
and we do not Ipok upon hhn as an object of pity, but an es- 
unple of justice. 

This &ble has an eye to a< moral which has been already 
<)rawn from some others; and advises Us to be ^utious whom 
we lay hold on, or meddle with in too familiar a way; for; those 
who can lay hold ag&in, and perhaps, are better qualified for it 
than ourselves, are carefully to be avoided. 



US .SSOPS FABLES. 

• FAB. -LXXXVIH. 7%e Oil and Olh Mice. 



A certain ^houae was tauch infested with mice; W 
■t hst thej got ■ cat, who catelieU and e«t everj il>f 
aoffle of them. The mice finding their numben gn* 
thin,, consulted vhat was best to be done for the pn- 
• eervation of the public, from the jatcs of the deTWU- 
. ing cA They debated, and came to this resolulioc- 
that jio one should go down belnw the upper abell- 
Thecat, obaerving the mice no longer coine down J* 
uaual, hungry and disappointed of her prey, had T^ 
course to this stratagem; she hung by her hinder \fp 
cm a peg, which stuck in the wall, and made as if sbe 
had been dead, bopiog by this lure to entice the mi^' 
lo cmne down. She had not been in this poatiu^ 
long, before acunning old moyse peeped overtheeJp 
of the shelf, and spoke thus: Aha, my good friend' 
are you there? there you may be! I would not W^ 
myself with 70U, though your skin were stuffM ^'^ 
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tto AITUCAtros. 

PmJeol KiIkB nersr tmst tboM a iMwiul thM, ^bO hate dfc 
csiTei] Bmb DBoe. Andiudeed, wecumiA well be tbacwtinB 
in Mnrinj thu ruhi Ibr ofiiui aiuninktiini We rinll find, tbii 
moit Df tire miefortimeB which beftl na, proceed &om .our too 

CcreduIJtj. TTioj that know bow to nupeiA, witbixit 
ig or eiporing thetoaelvM, nntil baaenj cotae* to M 
more in fluhiniii cao oefsr nupeot loo aracbt 

FAB. LXXXIX. The Fox an(2 At OouotrymaDr 



A Fox being hud hanied, and having run a long 
chase, was quite tired> At last he spied a Countiy 
fellow in s wood, to whom he applied for reruge, in- 
treating that he would give him leave to hide hiniself 
in bis cottage, until the hounds were gone b;. The 
man consented, and the Fox went and Covered him- 
self up close in a comer of the hovel. Presently the 
hunters cune up, and ijiquired of the loan, if he had 
seen the Fox. No, says he, I have not seen him in> 
deed; but aD the while he pointed with his finger to 
(be plaee where the Fox was hid.« However, the hun- 



170 JESOFS FABL£«. 

ters did not understand him, but called off the liooads, 
a^fd went another way. Soon after, the Fox, creeps 
ing out of his hole, was going to sneak off, when the 
man calling after him, asked him if that was his man- 
ners, to go away without thanking his benefactor, to 
whose fidelity he owed his life. Reynardy who had 
peeped all the while, and seen what had passed, an- 
swered, I know what obligations I have to jou, well 
enough; and I assure you, if your actions had but been 
^eeable to your words, I should have endeavoured, 
however iiicapable of it, to have returned you suitable 
thj^ks. 

THE APPLICATIOZ*. 

Sincerity is a most beautifbl virtue; Imt there ans aooMr 
whose natures are so poor spirited ajid cowardly, th&t they are 
not capable of exerting it. Indeed, unless a ii^an be steady and 
oonstajit in all his actions, he will hardly deserve the same of 
sincere. An open enemy, though more violent and terriltde, is 
not however so odious and detestable as a &lse fi-iend. To pt«. 
tend to keep another's couasel, and appear in tiieir interact, 
while underhand we are giving intelligence to their enemies, is 
treacherous, knav^dh, and base. There are some people in the 
world very dexteroiss at this kind of defamation; and can, whiie 
they seem most vehement in the commendation or de&noe of • 
friend, throw out a hint which will stab their reputation d^ep^ 
vr, than the most malicious weapon hrandished at them uk a 
publio manner, could have been capable of doing^.^ 



^SOP-a FABLES. 
FAB. XC. AliaabU bs a Dog. 



A. man wbo nad been sadly torn by a dog^, was ad- 

'ised by some old woman, as a cure, to dip a piece of 
>read in the wound, and give it to the cur that bit bim> 
h did so; and j^sop happening to pass by just at the 
nme time, asked himj what he meant by iti Tbe man 
nformed him; why then, says ^sop, do it as prtvale- 
t' as you can, I beseech you: for if the rest of the 
ogs of the town were to see you, we should all be 
at up alive by them. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Nothing' eonlributei bo laoch to tlje tnciaue of ngiterj, U 
'hm tbe nnderlKkingB of a lagie ars attended with luccem. 
rit vete not for Sir of puniahment, a great part of mankind, 
'ho now make aahift tc keep tliemsolves honest, would appear 
feat viUaina; but if criminaJ*, instoad of mealing with piiniah. 
icntB were, by havjnn been auch, to attain honour Vid prefer, 
lent, our natural incUnation to mischief would be improved, 
nd we should be wicked out of emolation. 



TAB. XCL Fortune and the Boy. 



A Boy was sleeping by the aide of a well. Fi»tuBe 
uw him, and caine and waked hJm, saying, Pr'ytbee, 
gDod'ohild, do not lie sleeping here, for if you shouM 
fall in, nobody would impute it to you, but lay all tlie 
blame to me. Fortune. 

TriE APPLICATION. 

Poor Fortmie hat a greil Se^i thrown apon her indeeil: lad 
often Umea very unjuslly loo. Those of our Bctions whieb tn 
attended with succphh, Diongh often owing to Bome aociileBt or 
other, we BBcribe without any scruple, to some particolu nwril 
or good quality in ourselves; but nhaa any oF our doin^ au>- 
eany, thou^ prahably thranjhoui own inxnfficieney a ■«- 
gleet, all the ill contieqiieaces are imputed to Fortune, and ve 
acquit ourseliree of hating contributed any thing towards it. 

The silliest paH of each sei, when Ihey dispose of th?mrelvn 
indiwreetly and diaadrantageou'ily in marriaga, and hare ooU- I 
iag else to say in eictiae, cry out, O there is a fate in ever; | 
tlunz, and there is no resiBting late, &c. ' But these pmc fee- i 
[^ sTiouli^ke notice, tiuil, aa amy have a very good proverboa 
their aide, in relation to Fortune already, it is bigbly tureun. | 
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aUa in tbam to eluni mors than tbair ibue, and to unritM the 
ill socciWB of tfaeir own fboliBh negotiBtiaiui, to tlia imuugement 
of Fortune. Probably, the first bccasion of confining the amik* 
or Fortune to people of IMa stomp more pBiticulBrlj,inlghtuite 
fi-am tbe improbability of tbeir BScceciIing' by any art, or right 
ai^dicatioo of their own. And therefore, by an oppoiilB rale, 
tbe wise and industriotis only Bbould be entitled to good luck, 
■nd have it in their powei to change tbrtone with every loaa 
mnd cross vhich befUls them: lor if, when they have coacerted 
the measures judicioosly, and been vigilant and active in their 
business, nKtttera refuse still to ansner eipectatioaa, they must 
be allowed to irave veir hard fbrtnne: but ibcdi have not llui 
least right to take bold of this handle. 

FAB. XCIL The Male. 



A Mule, which was fed well, and worked little, 
ftr«w fat and wanton, and frisked about very notably. 
And why sfjouid not I run as well aa the best of them? 
says he. It ia weU known, I had ahorse to my father, 
and a very good racer he was. Soon after thia, his 
master took him out, and beinj^ upon wgenHtusine^, 
whipped and spurred the Mule, to maka him put fm- 
p2 
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ward: who, beginning to tire upon the road, ckaaged 
his note, and said to himself, ah, where is the horse's 
blood ](0U boasted of but now? I am sorry to aajit, 
friend, but indeed your worthy sire w^B an Ass, and 
not a horse* 

THE APPLICATION. 

However high their blood ma^ beiU, one ma^ venture to tf* 
firm those to he but mongrels, ^ik) as^es in reality, who maket 
bostle aboat their genealogy. If some in the world should be 
vain enough to think they can derive their pedigree firom om 
of the old Roman families, and being otherwise destitute df 
merit, would fain draw some from thence, it might not be iio- 
pioper upon such an occasion, to pat them' in mind, that Bona- 
itu, the first founder of that people, was base born, and the bodj 
of his subjects made up of out-laws, murderers and felons, ii« 
scum and off-sconrin^ of the neighbouring nations, and that 
they propagated their descendants by rapes. 

As a man truly grefit, irtiines sufficiently bright of hioiaeUi 
without wanting to be emblazoned b}^ a splendid ancestry; to 
they whose lives axe eclipsed by foulness of obscurity, instead 
of showing to advantage, look but the darker for ^ing pboMl 
in the same line with uieir illustrious forefathers. 
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FAB. XCUI. 3^ For and the Ape. 



Once upon a time, the beasts, were so void of rea- 
son BB to choose (he Ape fur their KiiTg;. He h^d dan- 
ced and diverted them with playing antick tricks, wd 
Inily nothing would serve, but thej must anoint him 
their sovereifn. Accordingly, crowned he was, and 
affected to look very wise and politic. But the Fox, 
ve;ced at his heart to see his fellow-brutes set so fool- 
ishly, was resolved, the first opportunity, to connnce 
thrin of their sorry choice, and punish their jackanape 
of a king for his presumption. Soon after, spying a 
Imp in a ditch, which was bailed with a piece of Resh, 
he went and informed the Ape of it, as a treasure 
which, being found upon the waste, belonged to hi^ 
majesty only. The Ape dreatnJng nothing of the 
matter, went very briskly to take poesesBion, but had 
no sooner laid his paws upon the bait, thai) he was 
caught in the trap; where, betwixt shame UhI anger, 
he begap to reproach the Fox, called him rebel and 
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traitor, and threatened to be revenged of him; 8t all 
which Reynard laughed heartily; and going off, add- 
ed with a sneer, you a king and not understand trap! 

THE AFPUCATION. 

A weak man should not aspire to b« a kin^; for if he iKf^fn 
the end, it would prove as inconvenieiitto }iiniBelf oi diMMm* 
tageous to Jthe public. To be qualified &»r such an 'offiM, an 
^oe of the last importance to mankind^ tlm person- s^^ be 
pf a distingruished prudenee, and most %mble«xished integrifj, 
too honest to impose upon others, and too penetrating to be im. 
posed upon; thorough]jr acquainted with the lawa. and g«niEs 
of the realm he is to govern; brave but not passionate; good- 
natured, but not soft; aspiring at just esteem; despbing ym 
glof y; without superstition; withcxot hypocrisy, 

.Wfa^n thrones haye been filled by people of « different tan 
Irom this, histories show^^mt 9. wretched figure they ahrays 
made: what tools they vl^P^ particidar persons, and vhit 
plagues to. their subjects in g^enejal. They who stodied their 
passions and entered ihto their fbib^es, led them by the npse at 
they pleased; and took them off firom the guardiuuihip of the 
public, by some paltry amusement, that themselves might hate 
fh9 better opjx>rtunity to rifle and plunder it» 
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EAA XdV. %%e Mote oaI her Dun. 



The voung Mote snufled up her Doae, and told bof 
>u:n, she smelt an odd kind of a gmell. By and bf, 
> strapge) says she, what a noise there is *n my eaig; 
4 if ten ttiousand papei-mills ^ere going. A Uttla 
(tew. she was at it again: look, look, what ia thpt ( 
ie y^mderl it ia just like the flamee of a fiery furnace. 
'q whom the dam replied, pr'ythee, cblld, bold your 
lie tongue; and if you would have us aHow you any 
inse at all, do not affect to show more than satnro 
ia giyen you. 

THE APPLKATION. 

It ia wonderfol, that aSbctsiinn, that oduma qntlity, ibotiU 
ive been atways so coaimon aud epidemicii], mux it is ai« 
ore diHagreeaUe to othen, than hurtfbl [o (he person that 
eirs it. By nfieclBtion, we aim Bt beinfj- Ihonght to fe na m 
'lie accompiishmBClB which we hive not, or, Bt Jhowing wh«l 
3 have, in ■. conceited oatentBlioiu munner. Now thisNre mtj 

■sBiued sf, that wiaoag discerning people at knat, wb«n wa 
.deavofv «t apj thtiiff of thia kindi, inatfta^ of vucceeding' li^ 
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tbe Kttsinpt, w« detract rnm mms real poneanoi, toA Bib 

4]itiUitiefl| thut would otherwise pass well eiunigh, Kppva duM' 
CUB and fijaoms. 

Ja it not ridiculoOB to see an old baitered bean pot hinarifto . 
pain, that he ma; appear to tread Grm, and mlk atrDiig ud ' 
upright? a man defective in hie e;es, run against a p(isl,nlki 
'm wanted a guide? and one that was deal^ mi' 



nitated, in mae other afTectatiiu), by (he very peopk^ "I 
, laugh at them. 

It is much tor the intereit of tba ladies to take this into cro- 
■iderUion: and, since thej bouaowife their chaj-ma loo wellD 
part irith them desiened];, let them remember, that enry t<°' ' 
thej aSect an unreol grace, they toas a aubatootul beaol;. 

FAB. XCV. 7U Fox and the Boar. » 



The Boar stood whetting bis tusks against an <ii I 
Tree. The Fox, who happened to come by at ife 
eame time, aalted him why he made those martitl 
preparations of whetting bis teeth, since thete «u 
Doenemy near, that he could percyire? That mi; be, I 
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taaitet Ileytiard, said the Boar, but we should scour 
tip our arms while we have leisure, you know; for, io 
tune of danger, we shall have seoiething else to dov 

THE APWJCATION. 

He thai it not idkt wh^n he it at leisure, may pffty with hh 
Imsiiiess. A discreet mail sbonld have a resenre of every thinu^ 
that is necessary b^tbreiuuicl, that when the time ctmies for hin^ 
to mahe use of themf he may not be in a hurry and eonfiision. ^ 
A wise geiMfid has not his men to discipline, or his ammuni- ^ 
> tion to provide^ when the trumpet sounds^ to tnrmsi but sets apart 
I his times of ezei cise fi>v ene, and his magazines fi»r the other, 
ia the calm season of peace.- 

We hope to lirsrte a good old afe,' i^uM we net then lay 
op a store of oonvenfences against Uiat time, when we shall be 
most ih want i^them^ and li»»t abl^to procure them? 

We must die; navr never start; ve must Are there not some 
necessary things hs n» to transact before we depart; at least 
lomF trifle or other for us U bequeath, which a sodden stroke 
nuiy preveiit us from doing? sure there is« And, if so, how in^r 
ttcosable shall we be, if we defor the execution of it until tJie 
alarm, comes upon tts. / did not ikink of tt^^Bwa. expressioa 
^worthy of a wise man's mouth, and was only intended for th^ 
artofibolab' 



-ESOP-S PABLE8. 

PAB. x<m. 

Tlte O ld Woman md the Emplv Cask. 



Aa Old Woman sa» »ft enapt; Cifilj lj*ig, f*" 
which there bad heen lately drawn a quanti AifcbiW' 
ncjr Palm Sack: the spirit of which y^ JRngii*''' 
the Teseel, and the verj loe yielded a grateful conli" 
■cent. She applied her nose to the bung-hole, >«^ 
s^ulfin^ very heartily for some time, at last broke nt^'' 
into Uus exclamation; Ohl the delicioui smell.' 1"^ 
good, how charming good must you have beee w* 
when your v^ry diegs are so agreeable and refre^ 
tag. 

' THE APPUCATION. ■ J 

Pi^inu vu an old nun when he wrote Lis Fobki.tK'! 
fcg nplut to hiiDMlf, intiBnilin^ what we ought to jmlf °', 
yoau, irh«i hia old age ww eapabie of micli proivcliaiu- - 
■ore tUi U • pieoa of vuiity ihat dimiiUBhoi BoiBethin!<f' 
good KIMt of u •gneabte old man; Btid it had beeo n 
noMi tofansteftiu tomakelheapplioiuonfbi him. ^ 
It ia at onoa a plauing and maluichaly idea, which is fi 
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01 W the view of an old man or woman, whose odnverMftioii i* 
nUaning and ag^reeable. We cannot ibrbeaf repretentin(r to 
oorselves bow inexpressibly oharmlagf those must have been in 
the flower of youth, whose decay is capable of yielding us so 
much Measure* Nor, at the same time, can we help repfaiing 
that this fiMii^ti^ of delight is now almost dried up, anU going 
to forsake us; and that the season in which it flowed in m 
gfreatest abundance, was so long before we were neq^OikoM 
with the world. 

It is no difficult matter' to fitfm a just notion of what iha prime 
of any one's life was, from the t^irit and flavour which remain . 
even in the last dregs, (^d a^, merely as such, can neveilr- 
render a person either contemptible or disagreeable in the dyes 
of a reasonable man; but such as we find people at that time of 
life, much the aame thev certainly were, in those wbfoh they 
call their better days. As they can make themselves agre«ibNi 
notwithstanding the disadvanta^ of old age, they must have 
been highly entertaining in the vigour of youth; so, whenever we 
meet with one in years, whose humour is unpleasant, and man« 
nen burthensome, we may take it for mnted, that even in the 
prime of youth such a one was troubUsomet impertinent and 
^sociable. 
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FAB. XCVII. Tfte Fowler and the Lwfe. 



A Fowler sat snares to catch larks in the <^>en field 
A Lark was cau^t,^nd finding Iierself entangkiL 
could not' forbear tamenting her hard iate. Ak! wo 
is me, says she, what crime have I cmnmitted? I h»« 
taken neither silver nor gold, nor any thing of value; 
but must die for only eating a j>oor grain of wheat. 

THE APPLICATION. . I 

The irroBularadminiiitrationof iuaticein the world, U indfd ' 
m very mBlancho^ Bobject to think of. A poSl^fcllBw bIuU bi 
han^d ^ HtealiDg a rotten sheep, perhapfl to keep hia fknutT < 
from glUving, while oae, who a already great and OfHikn^ 
■hall, fi>r that very reaeoD, think himecH' privileged to annnii! 
•Imoet any enonniti^. But it is necesBary that a show ui: 
form of juitice ihonld be kept up; otherwise, ware [wofJe l» l« 
«Ter BO grttot and BucceHnfuJ mgiics, thoy would ^not be tMt IP 
keep poeKsiion of, oiid snjoy their plunder. One of our [MU. 
Id hia deocriptJon of a court of jintice, coTla it a placs 
" Where Kttle nllaini ninsl BUbmit to fato, 
Thrt grsat rniH may enjoy th* world in »l«««- 
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VhaX ■ Md thug !■ it to reflect (tni tba mare Md, b«cauM 
not lo be mnedied) titti k man ta*j rob the pnblic of millim^ 
■od escape it last, when be that u token pickmg a pocket of 
firs ifailliii^aiileei be knam bow to moke ■ tiiend, U lare la 
■HUI{ £u it. 

FAB. XCVin. TTie Owl and (fie Grasshopper. 



An Owl sat aleeping in a tree. But a Grasshopper 
who was Billing beneath, would not let hei be quiet, 
abusing her with very indecent and uncivil language; 
telling her, ^he was a scandalous person, who plied 
anights to get her living, and shut herself up all day 
in a hollow tree. The Owl desired her to hold her 
tongue, and be quiet: notwithstanding which she was 
the Diore impertinent. She begged of her 9 second 
time to leave off; but all to no purpose. The Owl, 
vexed at the hearty to find that all she said went iat 
nothing, c^t about to inveigle her by a sb-atagem. 
Well, says she, since one must be kept awake, it is « 
pleasure, however, to be kept awake hj so agreee' 
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a voice; which, I must confess, is no way mferior to 
the finest harp. And, now I think on it, I have a bot- 
tle of excellent nectar, which my mistress Pallas gave 
me; if you have a mind, I will give you a dram to wet 
your whistle. The Grasshopper, ready to die with 
thirst, and, at the same time, pleased to be so com- 
plimented upon account of her voice, skipped up to 
the place very briskly; when the Owl, advancing to 

' meet her, seized, and without much delay, made her 
a sacrifice to her revenge; securing to herself, by the 
death o( her enemy, a possession c^ that quiet, wluch 

• daring her lifetime she could not enjoy. ' v^ 

THE APPLICATION. 

Hum&nity, or what we understand by common (^itiI^, is ml 
moins a necessary duty^ than it is easy to practioe. ThiR mu 
that is guilty of ill-manners, if he ha^been bred to know whit 
is meant by manners, must do violence to himself^ as well as to 
the persoi^ie offends; and cannot be inhuman to others, with, 
out being cruel to his own nature. 

It has been observedi in the application to the (brty-sBvenlh 
fable, tlyit |>eople of a captious temper, being generally in the 
wrong, m taking things ill, which were never so intended, are 
likely to be but the more persecuted, in order to be langjied oot 
of their folly, and that not unjustly. But, we must take care to 
dtstinguish, and when any ^mg truly impertinent and trouble- 
some haf* been said or done to another, not to repeat it, because 
he takes it ill, but immediately to desist from.it; especially wheo 
he is BO moderate, as to make it his request two or three times 
before he proceeds openly to take his course, /uid do himaelf 
justice. This point should be well considered; for many qiiar. 
rels of veiy ill consequences, have been occasioned by a rash 
unthinking persistence in the impertinent humour before men- 
tioned. Some young people are fond of showing their wit and 
intrepidity, and therefore take such occasions to dio it And 
when a friend is peevish (as one may have a private cause ibr 
being so) they will not leave, till they have rallied them out of 
it; no, though he entreats them ever so gravely and earnestly. 
Whereas, in truth, we have no right to be impertinent with one 
another to extremity; and though there is no law to punish radi 
incivilities, as I have been speaking of, they will soaroe &il of 
raeetingr with a deserved and just cbastit^mont •Qme war or 
other. ' 
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FAB. Xrry. The One-evcd Doe. 



A Doe that ha<i but onn eye, used to ^aze near 
the sea; and that she might be the more secure from 
hann, she kept her blind aide towards the water, from 
whence she htul no appre liens ion of dauger, and with 
the other surveyed the country aa she fed> By this 
vigilance and precaotiim, she thought herself in the 
utmost security; when a s\y fellow with two or three 
of his companions, who had been poacliing alter her 
!ieverat days to no purpose, a.t Idst took a boat, and 
fRtching a compsFS upon the sea, came gently down 
upon her, and sliot her. The Doe, in the agonies of 
death, breathed ont this doleful complainti Ah, hard 
fate! that I should receive my death's wound fVom 
that side, whence I expected no ill; and be safe in 
that part where I looked for the most danger. 

» , tiHe application. 

Lila is ■□ foil of Mcidents and unn«rta>ntieii, that, with til l)w 
preeaulion we luc, we can uevet b« uid to be entirely ftee from 
a 3 
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denfT"'. And tliou^li there Is but one wsj Ibr lu to rami uM 
tho mirld, the pas>a|[BB to let db ant of it'nre innulnrrBblp: r 
that we may guud ourselves against the moat visible and Uiral- 
ening ille, as much aa we pleue, but we aball still lane in la- 
goarded aide In a tliousmd latent miacMaA whicfa lie in BDbmli 
round about us. The moral, therefbra, whidi amcb a nStcUa 
■uggesta to tu ia, to ba neither too tecnre, not too ■olieilea 
about the aaietf of our peraansaiitiiimiKmilde for m to be it- 
ways ont of danger, ao would it be unteatonable sod amual.T 
to be almije in Kac of tiiat wliich it i* not in oar power In {"■ 



FAB. C. The River-fish and the Sea^fish. 



The waters of a river being miglilHy swelled V * 
prcat flood, the 8lreBm ran down with a violent cur- 
lenl, and by its rapid course carried a huge Barbel 
along witli it irito the eea. The fresh water sput 
was DO sooner cnme into a new cliftiate, but he began 
to give himself airs, to talk big, and look with cm- 
tempt iipoD the inbabitanla of the place. He boasteil 
that he was of a better countr; and family thin anj 
NDong thcin, for which reason they ooAt to gits 
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place to him, and pay him respect accordingly. A 
fide large Mullet that happened to swim near him, 
and heard his insolent language, bid him hold his 
silly tongue; for, if they shoidd be taken by fishermen, 
and carried to market, he would soon be convinced 
who oaght to have the preference; we, says he, should 
be bought up at afty price, fcnr tables of th&'tirst quali- 
ty, and you sold to tlie poor, for little or nothing. 

* ^ THE APPUCATION. 

It proceeds from a want, either of aense or Weeding, or both, 
when foreigners speak lightly of the country they nappen to 
be in, and ery up their own. It is, indeed^ natural to have an 
affection ibr one^s own native place; nor can we perhaps, in our 
own mind, help preferring it before any other; but it is certain- 
\y both imprudent and unmannerly, to express this in another 
country, to people whose opinions it must needs contradict, by 
the same rule that it pleases our own. 

Bat however, g^ranting tliat there is a certain difference be. 
tween. countries, so as to make 'one greatly preferable, in the 
generality of opinions to another, yet what has this to do with 
the merit of particular persons? Or wh^ should any one value 
himself npon any advantage over others, which is purely owing 
to acridont? It must be from some useful or agreeable talent in 
ourselves, that we are to merit the esteem of mankind ; and if 
we shine in a superior degree of virtue or wisdom, whatever 
our native air happened to be, virtuous and wise men, of every 
nation under heaven, will pay us the regard and the acknoW' 
lodgments we deserve 



jEsops fables. 

FAB. CI. ^sop at PUy. 



An Athenian one <tay, found .Eflop at play wilh a 
company of tittle boys, at their chitdisb diversiona, 
and began to jeer an'd laugh at him for it. The old 
fellow, who was too much of a wag himself, to suffer 
others to ridicule him, took a bow, unstrung, ami 
laid it upon the ground. Then 'calling the ceneorioiis 
Athenian; now, philosopher, aajs he, expound thii 
riddle if you can, and tell ua what the unstr^ncd bov 
implies. The man, after racking his brains, and 
scratching hia pate about it a considerable time to no 
purpoae, at last ^ave it up, and declared he know not 
what to make of it. Why, aays j£sop, laughin|r, if 
you keep a bow alwaya bent, it will break presentli; 
but if you let it go slack, it will be fittenfor use ttbeo 
you want it. 

THE APPUCATION. 

Tho mind of m«n is Uk« & Bow, in thin respeol; for if it h 

kept 4ln-B;n inUnt upon bu^nan, it will aitlier break, and b> 



good for nntbtii^ or lose thit BpTing uid energ^f, which i> M. 
quired in out; who woold acquit himself with crediL Bat BpcMa 
and diTersiDiia ■ooth uid flaokea it, uid heep it in k condilico 
lo be ejertcd tu tho bast adsantB^B, upon occasion. 

It proceeds cither from pride, ill-naturc, or fajpocriay, when 
people ceiiiijire, and are onended at the Ijbcrtiea whica others 
u» in thuB rdaxing Ihcii minds. Bloth and idleneBs, b/ which 
we neglect the prOBScation ol' oiir neceaaary B&aiis,inuBt be con- 
Aeamvd by all nisaoa; but those that know how to dispatch the 
proper businesB oi life well and seawinably enough, need be un- 
(ler no Apiirchenslnit of bein^ surprised at theii direiaiona, if 
they have nothing disboneat la them. 

As these amasenienta oaght to bs allowed, because Uiey are 
pcoper, BO it is no great matter how they are Ibllowed; we may, 
if we like it, as well play with children as men; and rather if 
we Sod they can divert us belter, which is not very seldom the 
case Some men and women ars ttseleae and untractahle in 
GTCry circumatance of lite, and some children so engaging and 
entertaining, with an agreeable undeaigncd ■"■-' — -*■ 



if the latter I 






A Jackdaw, observing that the Pigeons in a ■ 
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tain Dovecote, lived well, and wanted for notliiiig, 
white-washed his feathers, and endeavoured to look 
as much like a Dove as he could, went and lived 
among them. The Pigeons not distinguishing him 
na long as he kept silent, forbore to give him any dis> 
turbance. But at last he forgot his character, and 
began to chatter; by which the Pigeons discoveiing 
what he was, flew upon him, and beat him away from 
the meat, so that he was obliged to fly back to the 
Jackdaws again. They not knowing him in his dis- 
coloured feathers, drove him away likewise; So that 
he who had endeavoured to be more than be had a 
right to, was not pennitted to be any thing at all. 

THE APPLICATION. 

The pretending to be of principles which we are not, eilJier 
oat of fear, or any prospect of advantage, is a very } nm vik 
thing, and whoever^ is guilty of it, deserves to meet with ill 
treatment from all sorts and conditions of men. Bat the best 
of it is, there is no fear of such counterfeits impoeing upon the 
world long, in a disguise so contrary to their own nature; let 
them but open their mouths, and like the Daw ia the FaUe, 
they immediately proclaim their kind. If they should deceive 
for a while, by appearin|r ih an unquestionable place, or han;. 
in^r out false colours, yet if touched upon the right string, they 
would be discovered in an instant; for when people are aotisf^a 
wrong part, their very voice betrays them; they either cannot 
act their part sufficiently, or thev overact it: and whichever is 
the case, a man of discretion and honour, will be sure to iitff t«i«- 
l^ttlsh and discountenance such pitiful impostors. 



£SOP'S FABI^S. 
FAB. OIL TV Sow ami file Bitch. 



A Sow and i Bitch happening toineet, h debate 
arose between them coacemtng their fniitfuhiesi.^K 
The Bitch insisted upon it, that she brought more ».^K 
titter, and oftener, than any other four-Iej^d creature. 
Ay, aays the Sow, you do indeed, but you are always 
in so much haste about it, that you bring your pup- 
pies into the world blind. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Tke more hiftt, tht uxmrt ipted, is n moat excellent ptiTTcrb, 
md woithf to be worn upon some cennpicnnu part of our dra» 
or eqaipai^, thit it may ^e iu ■ proper (^eck, when we so 
■bout Knj thin^ of importince; nliich otherwise we might M 
Lpt )o pairoe wiUi too much hurry and precipitation. It is no 
nonder our productionii nhoald cotne into the world tdind, or 
lame, or otheiwiie defective, when ty unn&toral methods wq 
aecelSTSIa their birth, ind reliiM to let them go their fiill time. 

And if B luatT putilicition be tuch ■ crime, iriiat nraat it be 
to bng, uul aaka profeauon of it in prelkces and dedicotiaDSi 
u the practieo of >ome ia! Sure >ucb writers fkncy the world 
wilt Bdiuiro ttteir puts, when they endemeor thus to coniinec 
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theot how nmch thtj ba,n wrote, tad how little tinM ud pun 
they hive bestowed apoo it. But however, the ulvBrtbeitiaii 
uiif hints they giro lu of this kinij, may ha so ftr usefU u to 
indace us lo take them at their word," and spug ourselTea lit 
tioable of pernaimr a tnUiie, which they issore ns belbiduiiif 
i» incorrect and fiiulty, through the idlene™, impatieno. tr 
wilful neglect ef the snthor. 

FAB. CIV The Spanow and the Hare. 



A Hare being seized by an Eagle, squeaketj out in 
ft most woful manner. A S]iarrow thnt sat ypon ■ 
tree just by it, and saw it, could nol forbear bein^uii' i 
reasonably witty, but called out, and said lo the Harc^ i 
So ho! what ail there and be killed? Pr'ythce, up and 
away; I dare say, if yoii would but try, so swift » ' 
creature aa you are, would easily escape from the Ea- 
gle. As he was ^ing on with his cruel railleir, dov" 
came a hawk, and anapt him up ; and, notwithsiandin? 
his Tain cries and lamentations, fpll a devouring of 
him in an instant. The hare who waajuat eipiang. i 
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yet received comfort from this accident, even in the 
agonies of death; and, addressing her last words to 
the Sparrow, said, You, who just now insulted my 
misfortunes with so much security, as you thoughf, 
may please to show us how well yoi^ can bear the like, 
now it has befallen you. 

THE APPLICATION. * 

Nothing is more impertiiiiMit than for people to be gvrkig 
their opinion and advice, in cases, in which, were they to be 
their own, themselves would be as mnch at a loss what to do. 
But eo great an itch have most men to be directors in the a£> 
fairs c^others, either to show th<e superiority of their onderstand- 
ingr. Of their own security and exemption from the ills they would 
have removed, that they fi>rwardly and conceitedly obtrude 
their counsel, even at the hazard oi their own safety and repu- 
tation. There have been instances of those, who eit^ier officious- 
ly, or ^r the je8t*s sake, have spent much of their time in read- 
ing lectures of econ<Nny to the rest of the world; when at the 
same time their own ill husbandry has been such, that they 
were £>roed to quit their dwelling, and take lodgings; whiM^ 
their goods were sold to make a compensation Sr Ihe deb^^ 
which they owed the petty tradesmen* 

Without giving more examples of this kind, of which.every 
one may furnish himself with enough from his own observation^ 
we cannot but conclude, that none are greater objects of rtdi. 
cnle, than they who thus merrily assume a character, whic vat 
the same time, by some afioidente of their lift, they convincf ns 
of their being muit for. 

R 



FAB. CV. Qesar and the SU?e. 



<^ Aa TVfteriu* Catar waa upoD a prt^reas to Napl" 
tjKinee, he put in at a house he had upon the mouniii; 
Miiertut; which whs built there b}r i!iU(ruiIuf,andcW' 
manded a near view of the Tuscan Sea, having ■ <!)'■ 
tanl prospect even'of thiit of Sitdlj/, Here, u he "•> 
walking in the gardens and wilderness o( a dmkI de- 
lightful verdure, one of bis domestic Slavea, 'ti'*' 
belonged to that house, putting himself into a d°>' 
alert posture and dceas, appeared in one of the walt-'- 
where the emperor happened to be, sprinkling 'i" 
ground with a watering pot, in order to lay the i^ 
and this he did so officiously, that he was tfien Bim^ 
of, and even laughed at; for he run through f""^ 
alleys aiid turnings, frorattne walk to another; w <^' 
wherever the emperor went, he still found ttuafe""' 
mighty busy with his watering-pot. But at last, ii' 
design being discovered, which was, that iietiB^'' 
Ctrtiw would ba so touched with tbik diligence of ^i*- 
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ns to make him free; (part of which ceremony con- 
sisted in giving the slave a gentle stroke on one side 
of his face;) his imperial majesty being disposed to be 
merry, called upon him, and when the man came 
up, full of joyful expectations of his liberty, Hark you, 
friend, says he, I have observe^ that you have been 
very busy a great while; but it was impertinently busy, 
in officiously meddling where you had nothing to do, 
while you might have employed your time better else- 
where; and therefore I must be so free as to tell you, 
that you have mistaken your man; I cannot afford a 
hox of the ear, at so low a price as you bid for it. 

THE APPLICATION. 

PluBdrus tells us, upon his word, that this is a true story, and 
that he writ it for the sake of a set of in4u8trious idle ffenUemen 
at Rome, who were harassed and fatigued with a dai^ succea. 
sion of care and trouble, because they had nothing to do;.«4«« 
ways in a hurry, but without business; busy, but to no purpose; 
labouring under a voluntary necessity; and taking abundance 
of pains to show they were good for nothing. 

But what great town or cit^ is so entirely firee fi-om thi^ct, 
a<i to render the moral of this fable useless any where? mt it 
points at all those officious good natured people, who are eter- 
nally running up and down to serve their friends, without doing 
them any good; who by a complaisance wrong judged or ill ap- 
plied, displease, while they endeavour U> oblige; and are never 
doing less to the purpose, than when they are most employed. 
How many are there who think themselves entitled to good 
posts from the government, onl v fi»r having been dabblers in 
poUticaall their lives, to the neglect and prejudice of their pro- 
per callings! for never failing to inquire the news of the day of 
their acquaintance, and expressing a hearty satisfaction, or a 
deep concern, as the account given has affected them! 

There is another sort, who are so concerned lest you should 
™d out that they are mere cyphers in life, that they overact 
^cir part, and are ever in a hurry; who appear at Cofiee-honses, 
^d other public places, looking about eagerly for one with 
whom they have no business, and wanting to be asked to stay, 
that they may have an opportuni^ of telling you that they can- 
not possibly do it^|bople of thu east always subseribe their 
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bscauie tL ^ 

In a word, this Fible it deeignei fer the r 
thoae nha endeavour to raiee lo theniBelvea inem aod apptam 
from t misapplied indualty. It U not our being busy lod d 
ficioos dial will procure lu ths esteem of men ^mmae; but Ibc 
ialendi)ie and coDtrivini our unions to wime noble uaetii] jmr- 
pose, and ibi the general good of muikiad. 

' FAB. CVI. TTke Sheep Biter. 



A certain Shepherd had a dog, upon whose fidelity 
be relied ter; much; for whenever he had an occi- 
flion to be absent himself, he comniilted the c*re and 
tuition of his fiock to the charge of this dog; and, lo 
encourage him to do hia duty cheerfully, he fed bin 
tHHiatantly with sweet curds and whey; and sometimes 
threw him a crtist or two extraordinary. Yet, no*- 
wilhslanding this, no sooner was his back turned, I 
than the treacherous cur fell foul upon the flock, and I 
deToured the sheep instead of guarding asd defending 
Ihem. The shepherd, being infodi^d of this, «• 
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Tesolved to hang him; and the dog, when the rops 
was about his neck, and he was just going to be tied 
up, began to expostulate with his'^master, asked him, 
why he was so unmercifully bent against him, who 
was his own se: vant and creature, and had only com- 
mitted one or two crimes; and why he did not rather 
execute vengeance upon the wolf, who was a constant, 
open and declared enemy? Nay, replied the shepherd, 
it is .for that very reason that I think you ten times 
more worthy of death than him; from him I expect 
nothing but hostilities, and therefore could guard 
against him. You I depended upon as a just and faith- 
ful servant, and fed and encouraged you accordingly; 
and therefore your treachery is the more notorious, 
and your ingratitude the more unpardonable. 

THE APPLICATION. 

No injuries are bo bitter and bo inexcusable as those which 
proceed from men whom we trusted as friendSf and in whom 
we placed a confidence. An open enemy, however inveterate, 
may overpower and destroy us, or perhaps may hurt and afflict 
us only in some measure; but, as such a treatment ctaamrs^- 
prise us, because we expected no less, neither can it give us 
half the grief or uneasiness of mind, which we are apt to feel 
when we find ourselves wronged by the treachery and fiilse- 
hood of a friend. When the man whom we trusted and esteem* 
ed, proves injurious to us, it is a calamity so cruelly compli- 
cated in its cireumslances, that it involves us in a grief of 
many iblds, and raultipliefl the sum of our infelicity. At one 
and the same time, we find a foe where we least expected; and 
lose a friend when w&most wanted him: which iQust be as 
severe and piercing as it is surprising. It is natural, therefore, 
for our resentment to be in proportion to our sense of such an 
injury; and that we should wish the punishment of so extraor. 
dinary a*crime may be, at least, as great as that which usuafiy 
ftitonds an ordintfty one. 
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* FAB. evil "lie Thief and the Dog. 



A thief coming to rob a certain house in the ot^bt, 
was diaturbed in his attempt by a fierce vi^lint 
dogwirho kept barking at him continually; upon which 
the tnief, thinking to atop his mouth, threw him t 
piece of bread: but the dog refused with indignalioii; 
telling him, that before he only suspected him to be i 
bad ma»,->but now, upon his offering to bribe him, be 
was contirmed in his opinion; and that, as he wai in- 
trusted with the gfiiardianship of his master's houee, 
be should sever cease barking while such a rogue i 
he lay lurking" about it. 

THE, APPLICATION. 
A man who is very free in hia pmtestitioa* offrienddiip, a 

oSbiB of great civility, npoD the first interview, n»j lunet with 
a^iaiiH wid eiteem Sram {oo]b, bat contrivef hi* M^wmo of 
that sort to Utile or no purpoia, in tha eompanjof men of lenM. 
It is a common and known maxim, to BuapeSl an enemj ete* 
Iho mora, for hia endeaTOurinp la lonvince u'a of bu benno- 
lenoej beeaoBe tlie oddneia of tbe thing pui^u upon onr ruud, . 
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it (onH pemiciaai dedn muitWl 
nd diisipected m torn tahAMjioait 

.. 7 euitiui, to be apu tbe mtah igtiut 

eien IndiSereDt people, when we peiisite them unoaauiionly 
fbiwud in their mppnnchee of civibtj uid kindllew. Tlw mtn, 
who tt fint sight uuket d> an oSei, which ia doe only to pu- 
ticnlw tad well seqiuinted triends, miut be • knkTe, and in- 
lendf 1^ mch ■ bait to draw u ieto hia net; or ■ tool, with 



prirate lile: whit it contains fulheT in re 
that a man, tioly honeM, vrill neier let hi 
a brib^ bat, the greater the ofier ia which 

_:i '*-- louder and mora coQataolIyw 

who would practies it upoD him. 
'Sara avia in terria, nigroqne «lmiHmM cjgaa." 

FAB. CVm. nu Harper. 



A fellow -the t used to play upon his harp, and sing 
to it in little ale-hotises, and made a shift, by the help 
of (hone narrdW coiifined walla to please the dull sots . 
vho heard him, from hence entertained an'ambition 
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a#8howing his parts upon the public Theatre, where 
he fancied he could not fail of raising a great reputa- 
tion and fortune, in a very short time. He was ac* 
cordingly admitted upon trial;' bat the spaciousnes 
of the place, and the throng of the people, so deaden- 
ed and weakened both his voice and» instrument, that 
scarce either of them could be heard; and where they 
could, it sounded so poor, so slow and wretched in 
the ear of his refined audience, that he was uniTersil- 
ly hissed and exploded off the stage. 

THE APPLICATION. 

When we &re commended fi>r our performances by people of 
much flattery, or little judgement, we shoold be sure not to valoe 
ourselves upon it; for want of which, many a vain nnthin^ny 
man has at once exposed and lost himself to the wcM-ld. A 
buffoon may he very a^eeable to a company disposed to be 
mirthful over a glass of wine, who would not be fit to open hi* 
mouth in a senate, or upon a subject where sound sense and s 
erave and serious behaviour are expected. It is not the divert- 
mg a little, insignificant, injudicious audience or society, which 
can gain us a proper esteem, or insure our success in a {rfaoe 
which calls for a performance of the first rat^ we should have 
either allowed abilities to please the most refined tastes, cr 
judgment enough to know that we want them, and to have a 
care how we submit ourselves to the triaL And if we have a 
mind to pursue a just and true ambition, it is not sufficient that 
we study barely to please, but it is of the greatest moment whom 
we please, and in what respect; otherwise, we may not only 
lose our labour, but make ourselves ridiculous into the baii^is- 
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FAB. ax. The Two Crabs. 



It is said to be the nature of a Crab-Fish to go back- 
' wnrd: however, a motheT crab one day reproved her 
daughter, and was in a great passion with her for her 
untoward awkward gait, which she desired her to al- 
ter, and not to move in a way ro contradictory to the 
rent of the world. Indeed, Mother, saya the young 
Orah, I walk as decently oa I can, and to the best of 
my knowledge; but, if you would have roe go other- 
wise, 1 beg you would be bo good as to practice it 
first, and show me by your own example, how yon 
would have me beliave myself. 

THE APPLICATION. 
The man who la so impeiiinenC i< to rebuke ottftn tnami*- 
behayioDT of which he himseins gaillr, ra^tbeeithar ■ hypo- 
crite, s tenMleek creitore, or ao impudenflcllow. Ititatrunga 
that mankind, bnngf aa apt to act wronK in mmt parliculan, 
■boold at Ibe Bame time be w> prong Id calumny and detnc. 
ticHi. Ona maid think that they who en so notoiionely and 
freqaently Uienuelvea, ihoald be rat^r lender In eoncralin- 



II etzpiog tt the nu 
._. idniof that it ia q 
pMaioQi uid appetitei into some sxc«bb or other, but nniwtanl 
aiid iahamBit to impuch othcra of mbouria^ of which oor- 
wlvM aie eqialkj guihj. . 

Gianliag it were ever » proper, or so much our doty to find 
fbolt with otlien, yet wb muBthiiYe i gTestBhareof impuden™ 
if we GUI bear to do it nbjle ve knon oiirralves Usble to (bt 
«urio impntetioiu. £^BjnpJo id a thooaajid tiiDea mora initniC' 
tive, or, at lent, persouire, than precept; for, though tba ndn 
tat virtue were OTen more preuing snd muneroiu than thty 
are, yet, let the &Mim ran upon nee, as it most coauaimtj 
dm, and yon ■«• how ready and onifbnaable the world ^oai 
itielf to every pert of it. 

FAR ex. ne Thief aad the Bor- 



A boy sat weeping upon tne side oi a well. 
Thief happening to come bj just at the samn tiiDr, 
asked him why he wept. The boy, aigfiin(> nnd sol>- 
ting, replied, the string was brcke, and a silver tank- 1 
ard was fallen to the bottom of the well. Upon thii 
Uw thief pulled offhisclolhod, and went down into the 
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well 16 look for it; where, having groped about a good 
while to no purpose, he came up again, but found 
neither his clothes Hior the boy; that little arch dis* 
sembler having run away with them. 

THE APPLICATION. 

However justice may be but little practised and piimued by 
particular men, in the common course of their actions, vet 
every- one readily agrees, that it ought to be kept up andenror- 
ced by the several penal laws, in respect to the public in geaeraL 
Many a one can scarce forbear robbing and defrauding another, 
when it is in his power to do it with imponity; but, at the same 
time, he dreads' being robbed and defrauded agap, as much as 
if he were the most innocent man living; and is severe in 
{ffotsecating the offenders; which proves, tluit an unjust man i* 
deliberately wicked, and abhors the crime in another which he 
darefl commit himself. 

It is for this reason, that the greater part of mankmd, like 
well enough to have punishment inflicted upon those who do 
wrong; and accordingly submit themselves to be governed 
peaceably and quietly by the laws of their country, upon the 
prospect of seeing justice executed upon all those who do them 
any injury. And, however a tender nature may shrink at the 
sight, and commisserate the eondition of a snfiermg malefactor,, 
yet, in the main, we may observe, that people are pleased and 
satisfied when the sword of justice is unsheathed; and molti. 
tndes will even crowd to be spectators, when the finishing 
stroke is given. 

But wluit affords us the |^eatest pleasure upon such occa* 
sions, when we are entertamed with a view of justice, acting 
as it were in person, and puni&f ing cheats, and trickers, by 
making their own contrivances instrumental in it, and by order- 
mg, as in the Fable, that their wickedness may fall upon thMf 
own head» « 



^SOP'S F^ALES. 
FAB. CXI. Hercuiy and the Woodnan. 



A man was felling a tree on the bank of a river, and 
bj chance let hia hatchet slip out of his hand, which 
drop! into the water, and immediately sunk to the hot- 
tom. Being therefore in great diatresa for the 1ms w 
hifl tool, he sat down. and bemoaned himself most la- 
mentahly. Upon thia Mercury appeared to him, Kii , 
being informed of the cause of hia complaint, dived to 
the bottom of the river, ;*id coming up tgaio sbawcd 
the man a golden hatchet, demanding if that were his. 
He denied that it was. Upon which Mercury dired * 
second time, and brought up a ailVte one. The man ' 
refused it, alleging likewise that this was not his. He 
dived a third time, and fetched up the individDal hatch- 
et the man had lost; upon sight of which the poor 
wretch was over-joyed, and todc it with humility and 
thankfulness. Mercury was so pleased with the fel- 
low^ honesty, tbiR be gave him -the other two int* tke 
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bargain^ m a rewaid for bin just dealing. The man 

goes lo hb compaixnii»^ md giving tten an account 

of whal had faippened, ime of them went presently to 

the river's side» and let his hatchet fall designedly into 

the stream. Then sitting down upon the bank, he 

fell a weeping and lamenting, as if he had been really 

. and sorely afflicted. Mercury appeared as before, 

and diving, brought him a solden hatchet, asking if 

: that was the hatchet he had lost. Transported at the 

precious metal, he answered, yes; and went to snatch it 

[greedily. But the god, detesting his abominable im- 

podence, not only refused to give him tliat, but would 

not so much as let him have his own hatchet again. 

THE APPLICATION. 

NoClirillMtati^ng the praneneBs df mankind to do evil, and 
the aceoont oP which some find in playing the knave, ^et* these 
cannot be invented a more trne and reaeonaUe maxim, than 
/ thttt by which vre are aaattred that **Honetty is the best policy.** 
If wB consider it with reepect to the other world, there never 
was a religion but strictly required it of its votaries: if we ex* 
amine it n^ acoottnt of this, we shall, find tiiat the honest man, 
provided his dthier talents are not deficient, always carries the 
preftrenee in our own esteem before any other, in whatever 
biiiiiieea he thinks fit to. employ faimseld 



S 
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'I'lii: coachman hearing one of the wheeb of tiit 
coach creak, was surprised; but more especi&Ily when 
he perceived that h was the worst wheel of the whole 
set, and which he thought had but little pretence to 
take sach a liberty; but, upon hie demanding the rei' 
son why it did so, the wheel replied^ that it was natu- 
re for people who laboured under an; afflictioQ ot in- 
firmit;, to complain. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Tboish we nituralty denireto give rant lo the fulneaaofciar 
heart, when rt ta diareed with griel^ and though by nOieriuoilr 
eompt&intfi, we may nappen to num the compKBauHi crf^iot* 
that hear us, jet, ererj tbio; conBiifered, it h beat to repn* 
tnd keep them lo onr»elYeB;or,rf we ranst lelour sorTow apni. 
to lake care that it ii done in scJitude and retH«mBQt. WM 
the Poela meatkia aa a uind tMiuf with lotflre, wonlif qM b) 
■miu in tlio«e who are under any froward eJamity, which cu- 
irat be ke|rtqiiiet,touttar it to thBwoodaatidmoan(a.)nf,uidti> 
ciZ Ihe rooki and mora lo witaen to ths cmolty of their duMi- 
pj: that n, if tbaj miul aliov any weokneH or impati«nce an- 
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der the prenora of adverM Jaftane, to do it u printd; u thoj 
can; ibr though the C(ininiiBientU>nDf&K>tl-heailedpem>niiu.j 
be drawn Ibrth >otnetlme8 br impirtiac ,the biUernetiii of our 
condition, yet the world will be apt to tbink lu traubleMiiiie and 
importunata, and conclude, that if our haidsbips were bo great 
ui we would have people to belieTe, wn could net bear to talk 
of tiKm ao frcquHutly and abonduili; as •ametimas we Ho, 

But beude^ nti^uDg ia mom generally true, Ihau that it ia 
much hsppjer lor ub to ahare tbe envj, than the pity of man- 
kind. And if tlio firat of Iheie U by no means eliifible, if w» 
could a™d it; — how much more ought we to take care to giv,i 
oa litUo occasion as powiblc Ibr the latter? Scarce any on« ia 
envied nicheut posaesBing Bomfithing valuable, or al least debir- 
able; but we no sooner become objooCa of plly than we ore found 
out to be deficient in aome respect or other, and peihapa unfit 
and uneqaal tor the company and acqaaintaoce with which we 

..... . .1 .^ jjj^ whole, though we ate pitied, 

) eafeeined fin being miaersble; and 
can but appear happy, tan to uie bat we Bhall be lorad 



FAB. CXUL The Mao and Ait Wooden God. 



A mau having a wooden God, woraliipped it eierj 
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day; aad, ntemmg otiier things, prayed particularly 
for wealth, because his circumstances were but low. 
But when he had continued to do this for many days, 
to no purpose, in a passion at dis^pointmeni, he 
took the image by the legs, knocked it against the 
floor and broke it in pieces; upon which, a great 
quantity of money, which had been enclosed witlmi it, 
flew about the room. The man no sooner perceiTcd 
this, but, addressing himself to the Idol, Thou obsti- 
nate, perverse Deity; says he(^ who, while I humbly 
besought thee, hadst no regard to my prayers, bat 
now thou art used ill, and broken to pieces, dost poor 
forth good things, even in a greater abundance thaa 
I could desire* 

THE AFPLICATIOjr. 

Thif is a Fable ot a very eztnuNrdinary compoMtigii, !£ ^b t^M 
ancient my thologbt eays, it is deeigfnod to ngntiy- no mora Umo 
that, where fair sieaas will not &% fM mast ba nood: mdeed 
Bome natures are ao very rou^h and nntraotahle, that geotk 
uaagre and mederato treatment are thrown awaj upon them: 
they most be wrooght upon, like stubborn melals, by blows fie. 
quentiy and heartily applied. But what has aH thia to ^ witb 
reKgion and the worship of God? the fiible is useless m that re* 
Bpect: unless we oonsidier it iii this fight, that the adoratkm of 
images is the most stupid part of religion that ever was kiveot- 
•d. How any of the sober sensible heathen world ooiild bede. 
luded, so as to give into such an unreasonable piece of devotion, 
is astoifbhing: or how they could suppose that a senseless stock 
or stone, which had neither life nor motion in it, ooiUd under, 
stand their cooipiaintB,aod redress their grievances; each a sup- 
position most be monstrously absurd and fholish. BNat what 
must we think of those Christians who blindly run into the same 
praotice7 though they have an acknowledged and received oom- 
roand fhun the God they worship, absolutely fhrbiddii^ it Baft 
the people who can. be made to believe that this is right, may 
be taugnt to swallow any thin^, and consequenUy ara ftttesl 
loola to carry on the trade of pnesleraft 



MSOrS EABLES. 
FAB. CnV. !%£ I^d and the Wolf. 



A Kid being mounted upon the roof of & shed, and 
neeing a Wolf below, loaded him with all manoer of 
reproaches. Upon which, the Wolf looking up, re- 
plied, do not valile yout^IE, vain creature, upon think- 
ing you mortify mci for I look upon this ill language 
not as coming lironv you, but from the place that pro- 
tects you. 

■ THE APPUCATION, 

To rail and give ill Isnaoags, U very anbaoemiDg, ootonlj in 
gendemon in particnlu', but men in ganeral; nor can we euilj 
(teterniine wheUiot coorap ot mannen are moat wanting' in the 
peraan n-hn is given to uae it. Now, when anjNnDe is an screen- 
ed and protected by the place he is in, that he oisy commit 
Ruch inilcccncieii with imponity, however his c&rcase may 
e«cs.pc scat free, yet he is sure to pay for it in his repatation; it 
Iwinfr impoHEiblo we should think him a Aian of honor, who en- 
deaTonrs to wound ds trom the sdvnntaj^ of the plac9 in wliich 
tie h3.ppoDa lo be, nnd refuse' lo engage us upon equal terms. 
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VfbMmtr ttMrefbn we ue attackad b; aoe whom ilu cm. , 
p>Dy»e u-B in, or some other cirruinnance, miikee it impoper i 
or in|Bmcli«bla tor OS t»ec«w M, let 0* wiadv cuboor (juuiM 
of reientmsat, by contiderinK thM it is DoltheaiUipeiKawbD 
■peaki. but aoau) utaatton br whicb he ia McuKtlwl nllfn | 
tbe lepcoacli igunsl lu. Tha luii^ nfieotion Eii^/acm lis . 
to 6imt, iBikrad df euwpanting ns, at the inipote^ iiulice if 
ttMs patff BpirilM, who, at tha luue time that ttn^tdto the k- 
vuttafa af & plioe to biandirfi tbeii influDoiu loDfne miBit K 
•how now maohtbey'tinr il^ uid that thoj dont not don, nnlcB 



FAB. CXV. The Judicious Uod. 



A Lion having taken a young Bullock, stood otr>, 
and was juBt gmag to devour it, when a ibicf ste|il m, 
and cried halves with him. No, friend, sajs the hon, 
you are too apt to take what is not your due, uhI 
tbeiefoTe I shall have nothmg to say to you. By chancp 
a poor honest traveller happened to come that mr- 
and seeing the lion, modestly and timorously witfc- 
drew, intending to go another way. Upon whicb, the 
generous beast, wiih a courteoua, aflable behaviour, 
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desired htm to come forward* and partake with him 
in that, to which hia modesty and humility had giTWi 
t&iin'sQgaod a title* Then dividing the prey into two 
equal paitQv jumI feasting himself upon one of them* 
he retired into the woods, and left the place clear i^ 
the honest man to com^ ia and take his share. 

THE APPLICATION. 

There is hq one but will readily »11qw this hebanour of tko 
Utioa to have been commendalNe and jqet; notwithetandiqg 
vrhioiht ^leediBfifle and importunity never nil to thrive and attain 
their nndei whiie i^iodesty starvee, and ie for ever poor. Ketlu 
ing- is more 4iAa^eeable to quiet i ea4onable men, than those 
thmt iM^ petiikn^ forward and craving, in soliciting ipir their 
fajvoum; ajid yet fitvonrs are seldom bestowed, but npon soch i^ 
li&ve «z|ort8d thera by these teasing ofiensife means. Efcry 
patiom^ wnen he fpeaks his veal thouofalL i« ready to acknow- 
ledge that ^ aaodest man has the be^ffile to his esteem; yet 
lie saUBbta himself too often to be prevailed upon, merely ly 
outrageous noise, to give that to a shameless assuming fellow, 
vhieh he knows to be juMtly due to the silent, unapplying 
poodeet num. 

It would be a iaudable thing in a man in power, to make a 
r€)«M]lation not to con&r any advantageous post upon the perscm 
that aJsks him ibr it; as it would free him dcom importunity, and 
nBbrd him a quiet leisure, upon any vacancy, either to consider 
with himself-wfao had deserved best q£ theur country, or to in- 
quire and he infonned by those whom he oonld trust But as 
tiii» is seldom or never tfractised* no wonder that we oflen find 
t!ie names of men of litue merit, mentioned in public prints, as 
advanced to considerable stations, who are capable of being 
known to the public hi noother way< 



JCSOPS FABLES, 
FAB, CXVI. Tlu Wolf and tie Kirf. ' 



Th.e Goat going abnoad ia feed, shut up her jomif 
Kid at hotne, charging him to bolt the door {aat, and 
npen to i^ohody til) sho herself should return. The 
ytait, who lay lurking just by, heard thia charge giv- 
en; and MK;in a^er came and knocked at the door, 
counterfeiting the voice of the Goat, and deairing ta 
hn admitted. Tlie kid, looking out of the window, 
and Soding: the cheat, bid him gn abput hia businen; 
for, however he might imitate a goat's voice, yet ba 
appeared too tnucb like a trolf to he tnuted< 

THE APPLICATION, 
Ab it in imposHbla tlut young peopte ■tmUd itMT tbrir Boon* 
•right in the norid, before the)>iirc uquunted with the nta^ 
tionof the mnay dungere whii^ lie in their wa;; it is tbereGn 
neceiis&ry that tlie; ihoiild be under the goremment uid drec- 
tion of dvMe iWio are ippoiiited to take charge of their ^dOt 
tionj ivhether they are puwta, or (qOirs by tiitm intrasted nTlli 
the inM.uclioH of their children. If a ohiW hoe but rmatm 
»Wujth (u consider »t '0. how readily ihould il amlHiee Uw 
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0Rm^ of it9 &$beitl b<m attentively listen to Ms procei^! and 
how Meadily pome his advioe! the fkther has almdy walked 
m tlie difficult wilderness of life, and has observed every danger 
iHiich lies lurking^ in the path of it, to annoy the fiwtsteps of 
those who never trod the way before. Of these, with much 
tenderness, and sincere afl^ction, he makes a discovery to his 
son; I^Uiiig him what he mn^ avoid, and directing* hiUn how to 
make a safe, honourable, and advantageous journey. When* 
therefi>re, the child refUses to fiiUow the directions of so skilful 
a jfuide, so &ithfi)], so loving, and so sincere a Mend, no won^ 
der if he &lls «into inany mischiefs, which otherwise he mi^ht 
have es s ap ed, unpitied and untkmented by all who know him, 
because he obstinately contemned the kind aclmonitions of l^im 
that truly wished and intended his happiness, a&d previously 
jBotlowed the examples of those who decoyed him out of the way 
of virtue, uito the thorny mazes of viee and error. Nor should 
children take it ill, if the eommands of their parents sometime 
seem dfl^ci^ and disagreeable; perhaps ujpon experiment, thicgr 
n\Mv prove as pleasant and diverting, asjf t hey had fi»llow0d 
their own c^oe; this, however, they tfV^ assured of, that 
aQ such oanupna are intended out of true love and afibetion, li^ 
Hidee who are more experienced tima themselves, and therejwo 
b^ter judges what their conduct should be. 
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FAB. CXVn. The Wolf, (Ae Foi, onrf (l« Apt 



The Wolf indicted tho Fox of felony, befoK^'j 
Ape, who iijwn that occasion waa q>pobted ap^' 
judge of the cause. The Fox gave in his insWH ■' 
the Wolfs BCGusation, and denied the fact. So ■I'l 
' a fair hearing on both sides, the Ape gave judgnie 
to this purpose; 1 am of opinion that ;0u, nye he '' 
the Wolf, never loal the goods you sue for^ M" ^' 
you, turning to the Fox, I make no question, »?*''' 
but yoH have stolen what is laid to your chMpi ' 
least. And thus the court waa dismined, vi^ ^'' 
public censure passed upon each party. j 

THE APPLICATION. 

TTie [Ann ttiMhiw once blBmJihed his creiSt br kMW:'^ 
not be bolieved for the fiitiire, even though h« ■bouW ip^f 
truth. Ona iihould think the csuiidentim of tUa 'l>°'^ 



'*rj, JBjiberste f«lH>haod, altbougl} : 
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Vr titb fnUle, will jet be Ibr erar detartad bj Ihs hoaert dU> 
erect put of bn acqniiatuiee; tnd though he naj eacap« all 
mumer of peniltf fhiio Uia Uw of the luid in which be S,yrm, 
jettdl that kncnr him wlli Isf bim under a tacit priiata coo' 
denuutiui, and ttSot him 6k afei >flu u to outlaw mud ul en 



mailer wim the mint bi)Ij UDderalatidingf pert of lauikind; but 
the ccmtiiTan of nch lilWiunu ploti, whUem Iheii advuita^ 
may be, u« lare of gellint litue or no honoui by their «b 
plotti; ukd an liable to be detected utd ^poead, etea b; the 
(implecrev which tbejpractieeopon. ' 
In duUiifuiih and pai< jtut aentence up 
■he honari, iiart niKi, wbo ia Air and nil 



CMdiDg <nce or twice, and that with the most (botish part of 
"'"'■■li't; irtiereaa as Iioiieit nnui ii lure of being cangtantly 
ktNt«d, Mid well eitaemed, and that tiy all wue aad ipxHd people. 

, FAB. CXVm. Jopitar and the Am- 



.jr«*fUJii Ami, wblcii balonged to a gudeiM 
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was weary of carrying his heavy bmdew, pray^ fe 
Jupiter to give him a new master. Jupiter conaenting 
to his petition, gave him a tile-maker, wbo loadni 
him with tiles, and made him carry heavier burdens 
than before. Again he came, and made supplicatioos, 
beseeching the god to give him one that was moR 
mild; <», at least, to let him have any ether master 
but tiiis. Jvpiter could not help but laugh at bis 
iblly: however, he granted his request this time also, 
and made him over to a tanner. - But as soon as the 
poor Ass was sensible what a mast^ he had got, Ik 
€(MiId not forbear uplNraidii^ himself wiA hia great 
lolly and inconsistency, which had brought Um tot 
master, not only more cruel and exacting than anr of 
the fcffmer,* but one who would hot spare hia ven 
bide after he was dead. 

THE AFFLJECAlit^. 

This fiiUe is^vely repreflentation of the insta^ ^^ 
kind, who are sRooiii or never contented with thek own it 

** ■ Nemo, quern sibi aortera 

Sea ratio dedent, seu sors objeerit, iOa 

Contentus vivat, laadat divena seqnentes.** 

But whatever mtfn may think, it iaa thousand to OM hut^ 
know less of any other way, than thai in which they h^ ^ 
bred; ancE if providbnoe should comply wtfh their ^^"1'^ 
request in each a case, they woold j^bably find thenu^ 
more at a loss, and more oneasy in their new station of IHetw 
ever they were in tiie c^d; at least, the're is great Te>ioD|o>°P 
pose they wotdd. The vanity and ignorance of the meft of ^ 
world are sogrltat, that if every man might be whatli0desi«>< 
Mw would be what they ought. So it is not of less imporlvf 
to the good of the pubuc in general, than oar own jis^f^ 
qoiet and happiness, that every man should be easy ux^^ 
tented with the condition wluch proviifnioe and fauadfi^ 
have aUottsd him. 



?■ 









A Little Boy who went to scbool, Ale one of tiia- 
M^ool-fel lew's horn-books, eoii bron^rt it home to bit 
motbw: w^ BUS 9s far (tom wmecting and discour- 
aging him upon account oS the theft, that she coni' 
mended and gave him an apple for his pains. In pro- 
e«M of time, as tbEt ehild ifretf up ti3 be a man, he kc- 
ciutoawd himself to greater rotfberiea,' titd at laMf 
bein^ apprehended and committed to gaol, he «si 
tried and condemned for felony. On the day of his eX' 
ociition, as the officers were conducting' him to the gal- 
knrSf he vas attended by a. vast crowd of pcopte, And 
among the te^t by his Mtrther, who came sighing ind 
•oMnDg along, and taking- on extremely for b«r So^^ 
tinhiqjpy fatej which the criminal observing, called to ; 
the sheritr, and begged the favour «f him, that ia 
would give him leave to speak a word or two to hi« 
pear affficled Mother. Tfi* Bh*riff <as who 'iHwlS 
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deny a ^^fing man so reaaoiiable a request,) gsve 
permission; and the fc^on, while as every one thoogfat 
he was whispering something of importance to hi< 
Mother, bit off her ear, to the great offence and sur- 
prise of the whole assembly. What, say they, was not 
this villain contented with the impious acts which be 
has already committed, bift that he must increase the 
number of them by doing this violence to his Mother! 
Good people, replied he, I would not have you to be 
under a mistake; that wicked woman deserves this, 
and even worse at my hands; for if she bad cfaa^se£ 
and chid, instead of rewarding and caressing me, wbes 
in my infancy I stole the horn-book from school, 1 
bad not come to tikis ignominious untimely end/ 

THE APPLICATION. 

NotwtthBtandmf the great innate depravity of manldBi m 
need not scnQ>le to afBrm, that most of the wickedmees whichii 
•o frequent and pemicioaa in the wwld, ariaes fhmi a bade<te. 
catioie and that the child ntut only deri?ea Its ebaie of eneioi] 
sin from the eon^on of its parents, hot is abo oUiged^ nther 
to their exampl^r eonnivance, for most of the Vicioos hftbitj 
which it wears thriMigh the coarse of its fotare lifef The muKi 
of one that is yonn^ is like wax, soft, and capafak of any iiB* 
session which is given it, but it is hardened by Qme, and the 
first Wffnature gjpws so firm and durable, ^t scarce anv pains 
or appucation can erase it 

It IS a mistaken notion in people, when they imagine tfaii 
there is no occasion for reffnlating or restrainmir the aetkns of 
very yoong chUdreo, which, though aUowed.to he aomedaM 
very naughty in those of a more advanced age, are in then:. 
they suppose, altogether innocent and inoffensive. But, hov- 
ever innocent they may be, as to their intention thsn, jft 
as the practice may gtom upon them unobserved, and ront 
itself into a habit, the;^ ought to be checked and diacmmtB- 
nanced in their first efi&rts towards any thing that is injurioBc 
or dishonest; that the love of virtue, and the aUiorreaoe or wroiy 
and oppression, may be let into their minds, at the same tiitf 
that tdiy receive the jwy first dawn of understanding, and ffUn»- 
w^j^ tffemm. Whatever jroilt arises from the k^kme oS<^ 
wftQue edooatiQA hae beea deficient as to this point, no qaesboa 



Wot a jmrt ahM of it will be kill, b7 Ibe great Judge of die world, 
^ to tbe charge of tboae who were, or ihould hare been tlii io. 

FAB. CXX. ne Wolvee and the sick Am. 



Aji Am being aick, the lepcwt of it wae spread 
abroad in tpi countryj and some did nol atic]( to sajr 
that she would die before another nigbt n-ent over ber 
bead. Upon this, several Wolves came to the stable 
where she lay, under pretence of making h^r a vidt; 
bat rappiqg at tba door, and asking bow slle did, the 
young Abs came oat and told them, that his m^et 
#A much better than the; desired. 
THE APPLICATION. 
Tb» charitable viaita which are mida ta muiT lick pemXe 
IVDoeed from much the aame motive with that which prevailed 
Upon tbe Wolvea to pay theii duty to the aick Aas, naioel;,' that 
tbaj Duj come in fur some of thiir reaiuoa, and feast tbeiD. 
■olvea Dpon the rerenion of their goods and cbattdi. Ws Gaa. 
Bat tJierefbre, without pleaaiire, ace these aelfiah viaitanta dik' 
covBTed thtoagl) tbe muk of charity, and ttealed with mob % 
nwv*. u o^bbonn of tbeir net juatl; chaBenge, 
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Mada be eSbnnve la i. atixmatg man, and mora eMp Bt fl aHy ■ ' 
such a time, when he kboura under bdj' indUpositioa ts piB 
of body; ao it is veiy &equeiidy injnrkxia (o the iatarestof tiin 
nho nnkesuM ofil, and pioveB to betlie meanB of kiM muBi; 
aacb Its iaheritunca or legacj, as a more distant and modia 
departmant mtijht liuva secured to him. 

FAB- CXXI. The Ant and tht Gramhopper. 



In the winter season, a commottwealth of ants irw 
busily employee! in the management and pretiervatiwi 
of their corn; which they exposed to (he air, in beapt. 
round about the aveiwes of their little country babiu- 
tion. A Grasshopper, who had dianced to eullrn 
the summer, and was ready to starve with cdi iwi 
hunger, approached t!:em with great humility, awt 
hedged that they would relieve hia necessity with one 
gsain of wheat or rye One o[ the Ants asked bin 
b«w he had di^Misad of his tino in Mmmer, that Im 
had not taken psiits, and laid is a stock aa tfaey bad 
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doDe. Alas, gentlemen, says he, I passed away the 
time merrily and pleasantly in drinking, singing and 
dancing, and never once thought of winter. If that 
be the case, replied the Ant, laughing, all I have to 
say is, that they who drink, sing and dance in sum- 
mer, must starve in winter* 

THE APPLICATION 

As rammer is the season of the yeai^, in which the industrious 
and laborious husbandman gathers and lays up such fruit as 
may supply his necessities in the wint0r: so youth and manhood, 
are the times of life which we should employ and bestow in lav- 
img in such a stock of ail kind of necessaries, as may suffice ror 
the craving demands of helpless old age. Yet, notwithstanding 
the truth of this, there are many of those, which we call ratiomu 
creatures, who liv« in a method quite opposite to it, and make 
it, their business to squander away, in a proftise prodigality, 
whatever they get i^ their younger days, as if the infirmiOes of 
age would require no supplies to support it; or, at least, would 
find them administered to in some miraculous way. 

From this fable we learn this admirable lesson, never tp lose 
any present opportunity of providing against the future evils 
and accidents of lile. VVhile health, and the flower and vigour 
of our age remain firm and entire, let us lay them out to the 
best advantage; iliat when the latter days take hold of us, and 
spoil us of our strength and abilities, we may have a store 
moderately sufficient to subsist upon, which we laid in, in the 
mining of our age. 

The Ant, whicu is a creature truly povident and laborious, 
has always been proposed to us as an mstance of the industry 
aforesaid. Both Jew and Gentile illustrate their reasoning upon 
this head, by mentioning this little type of reasonable diligence. 
Solomon seems 'to be m a passion with the lazy part of his 
speeies, and instead of urging much with them, says in short. 
Go to the Ant, thou sluggard, consider her ways, and be wise. 
Horace, inspired by his own good sense, or perhaps having this 
&ble in his eye, says, 

Exempliun magni formica laboris 

Ore trabit quodcunque protest, atque addit acervo, 
Quem stQiit, baud ignani ac non incauta fiituri 
Que simul inversum oontr istat Aquarius annum* 
Non usquam prorepit, et illis utitur ante 
Quesitis patiens ' 

t2 
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Whoniter tberefon tluok fil to Bpeod the prune of Ibnr Ut 
in naeless diTsreiaiiB and anprofitaUe amosement, mtut aX 1( 
•vjtriKd^if in Ibehmy winter of age, thej Bni] Oieiadm i* 
a ilii iiiiii un^tied caooition. , 

FAB- CXXO. The Ass, theiAxm, and a« Ceelu 



An Ass nod a Cock, happ«ned to be feeding togeth- 
er in the aame place, when on a sudden they spied ■ 
lAtm approaching them. This beast is reported aboni 
ftll things, to have an aveTsion, or rather an antipattif 
to the crowing of a Cock; so that be no soonei beud 
tba TWce of t£at bird, than be betook him to his beels 
and mn away bb fast as erer he could. The Ass, fan- 
eying he fled for fear of him, in the braTery of hii 
heart pursued him, and followed him so for, thU 
they were quita out of hesitng of the Cock; which the 
lion no Boeaer perceived, but he turned about and 
•eiced the Am; uid just as he was ready ^o tear him 
to pieces, the sluggish creature iB said to have ei- 
pressed himself thuK Alas! ibtti that I was, knowing 
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the cowardice of fny own natiire» thus by an tfibcted 
counoet ta tbfoir ay solf into the jawa of de^jth, iprli^ 
I nufpt have remained secure and itnxnolested. 

THE AITLICATIOH. 

, Th«ri aw many, who oat of an ambition to appev eonaide^i 
able, affect to shovr thomaolTea men of fite, spirit, and oonxigq; 
bat thepe being quaUtiee of which they are not the right owners, 
they generally eypoee themeelvea, ana show tfaa Uttfo title they 
haye lo Uiem, by endeayoorin^ to exert and produce them al 

^ Tuueasooable times, or with improper persons. A bally, fi>r 

' fear yon shoold find him out to be a cowar^ oyeracts his par^ 
and caUs you to aocoont ^ afironts, which a man of troe bra*. 
▼ery would neyer have thooght of. And a cowardly sUly Allow* 
obsenring that he may take some libertieB with imponity, wher« 

, perhaps the place or company protect him, ftlsely oenelndes 
from thance, that the person with whom he mac(e free, is a 
greater coward than hunseUJ so that he not only continues hiff 
ofieiuive raillery and impertinence &r the present, but probably 
renews them in some place not so privileged as the former, 
where his insolence meets with a due chastisement; than which 
nothing is more equitable In itself or agreeable to the discreet 
ptrt or maakindi 



JBaOVB PABLEa 
FAB. CXXUL Tit Ape and Ae Foi. 



The Ape meeting the Fox, one day, humbljie- 
ques^d him to give him » piece of hiB Sne long bnA 
tail, ti> cover his poor naked backside, which was ex- 
posed to all the violence and inclemency of the nealb- 
en for, ^yB he, Reynard, you have already morethu 
you have occaeion for, and a great part of it ««" 
drags along in th« dirt. The Fos answered, that i 
to hia having too much, that was more than be koe*; 
but be it as it would, he had rather sweep the gfounJ 
with his tail, as lon^ as he lived, than to deprive tuiD- 
self of the least bit to cover the Ape'u nasty stio^iQ 
posteriors. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Ona euiiut help eanuderinv the world, in ths ntrtienlu '^ 

the ffooia of fbrtune, u a kind of lottery; in whicn ■»>( ft* 

•n Mititled to print of diffsrent dggmti; others, and IbM^ 

miioh tha gnMaU part, oome off with littla t» nothiof . Bett*. 



iike the Fox, lu«re even larger circi»Hiitan«M Hwi thty koow 
what to do wkfa, insomuch, that they are rather a charge and in. 

li^e the poor Ape'i case, are aJl blank; not haTuig bem so laek^ 
as to dcftw from the wheel of fbrlane wherewiln to cover theip 
nakednesa, and Uve with tolerable decency. That these Iftin^ 
are lefl, in a great measnre by proridence at the blind uncertain 
shuffle of chwee, i» reaJMHiable ^ oonelude from th» unequal 
distFihulion of them} for there is seldom any regard had fi>r truf 
caorit upon theae oecaaion^ fi>!ly and knavery ride in coacbe% 
while |;ood aenae and hoDStty walk in the d»t. The alUwiat 
di^pof^r of events does certaij^Iv permit theee thinge lor joal and 
good nnxpofta, which our ahallow understanding ia not abfe to 
fttbam; bu^ JbunuLnly thinking* if thn sichea and power of the 
world wette to be alwaya in t& hand» of the viitunu* past of 
iiiaBkiod» they woold be more likely to do flood wilji them in 
thcdn g^nmatioQ, tijum the vile aattiiih wretoiee who generally, 
enjoar thQB>* ^ ^7 f^>^ ^"^'^ wald direct all the aaperflnona 
part of hift wealth, at Isaat, fi)f tha^ necessitiea of his fe]h>w eiif »^ 
tureni thMigh thm wor^ on reUgioa whiob ni^Bined it; ba| 
selfiaii %ud ^s^ficiena people, who are alwaya mat knnveat ho« 
iDoeh soever they may have, will never think, wey have enot^^S 
mticli Ifeas be indluoed, t^.any coostderationa fbr virtue and re* 
ligion to part with the least farthing far public charitjir and 
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TAB. CXXIV. The An and the Litde Dog. 



The Ass obserring how great a favourite the little 
Dog waa with hia master, how much caressed tad 
fondled, and fed with good bits at every meal; aod for 
no other reason, as he could perceive, but skiing 
and frisking about, wagging his tail, and le^ing up 
into hia master's lap; he was resolved to imitate lb* . 
same, and see whether such a behaviour would not 
procure him the same favours. Accordinglj', the ' 
master was no sooner come home from walking about 
the fields and gardens, and was seated in lus easy I 
cbair, but the Ass who observed him, came gamboHi^ ; 
and braying towards him, in a very awkward maaoer. 
The master could not help laughing aloud at the odd 
sight. But ths^ jest was soon turned into earnest, 
when he felt the rough salute of the Asa's fore-feel, 
who, rai«ing himself upon his binder legs, pawed 
against his breast with a moat loving air, and wouU 
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fain have jumped into his lap. The good maQ, ter- 
rified at this outrageous behaviour, and unable to» en- 
dure the weight of so heavy a beast, cried out; upon 
which one of his servuits running in with a good stick, 
and laying on heartily upon the bones of the poor 
Ass, soon convinced him, that every one who desires 
it, is not qualified to be a favourite. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Some men are as engag^ing in their way as little dogs. They 
can fawn, wheedle, cringe, or if occasion require, leap backward 
and forward over a stick to the great emolument of their master, 
uid entertainment of those that behold them. But those are 
qualifications to which every body ^konot pretend: and there- 
fore none but those who have a genius fiur it should aspire at 
the eiiiployment. 

Mahy a flaan envies the happiness of these favourites, and 
would miu insinuate himself into the same good graces, if he did 
but know the way; but whoever has a tolerable share of discre. 
tion, will not disturb his abilities, in this respect, and modestly 
forbear the attempt, ifor fear he should miscarry and look like an 
Ass. 

But in short, f he true moral of this Fable is, that every one 
should consider the just ttim and temper of his parts, and weigh 
the talents by which he ho|>e8 to be distinguished. After sneh 
ui examination, h^ may the more certainly know how to apply 
^m to the most proper purposes: at least so as not to hurt, or 
even mortiiy himself by any mistaken address. 'Qhe Poet's 
Advice to an author, to consider before he begins to write, 

— quid valeant humeri, quid ferre recusant, 

vuiy not be unhappily directed to those who would procure a 
Snat man^s esteem* They must be prepared to do and 8u£i^, 
perhaps, more than they are aware of; and it may be expected 
they should go through business which all their forecast could 
never suggest to them. -' 

Smce there is such a variety of tempers in the world, and a no 
jess muH^dty of arts and studies to fit and tally with them; 
W ntmoible is it in general, how much would it be for th« 
inie interest' of every one in particular,, if men would but be 
directed by the natural bent of their genius, to such pursiuts as 
^ most agreeable to their capacities, and to the rudimentB of 
*<hicali(ni whkJi they may have most strongly imbilMd. 



btM nvitft dJBM tusiniTe Hiaaf b 

fined judgnrent, •dvues UB to consult ouTBtlvBj in ill OK OMS- 
lakuigs and never to do or any any thing whidi flora nol ™ 
•moouily, and with tha grain, not the iraportBBl "tc^ i 
knowioeatmoivsaBa v« abonU do, so necesBwy ijoo *" <» 
■ioD^ ud pet 90 gsDsnUy wuting , wiU ti^j' k* i p* 
otnCacle to out ma.ldng the world and ODioetiei wt luMi * 
otheiwise we ^ould be capable of doing. 

FAB. CXXV. The Birds, the Beasts, awi (ieBtt 



Once upon a time, there cemineneed a fiwM** 
between the birds and the beasts; when the Bst »■ 
ing advantage of his ambiguous make, hoped if ti^ 
BieanB, to live secure in a state ef neutralit?, and a" 
bit bacon. It was net Jong before the forew <« *" 
Side md, and gave battle; am! their aninwartiesi* 
Ding very high, a blood; slaughter ensued. Ths »' 
at the beginning of the day, thinking the birds iw* 
likely to carry it, liated Junualf among tkern; l^l ^'^ < 
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HuMeiiaf <t a iittks dtflUnee, tint he nigirt thm Utter 
observe end tiyie^ his measures accordingly. HovreYer^ 
after some time spent in the action, the army of the 
beasts seeming- to prevail, he went entirely over ta 
them, and endeavoured $q coatinee them, hy the affi* 
nity which he had to a stouae, that he was moie hy 
nature a l)east, and would always continue iGirm and 
true to their interest. His plea was admitted; ■ but 
in tile end, the advantage turning completely on the 
side of the birds» under the admirable conduct and 
courage of their genera], the Eagle; the Bat, to save 
his Ufe^ and escape the disgrace of falling into the 
h^nds of his deserted friends, betook himseu to flight; 
and srer since, skulking in caves and hollow trees all 
^»y, 99 if ad^ianied to show himself, he never appears 
fiU tho duirii; of the evening, when all the feathered 
inhabitant^ of the air are ^ne to rest. 

THE AFPWCATION, 

F^ wiaj Qoe tp dioiert the ifiterest of bis cocmtry, a^d torn 
'cfle^fado, either out of &ar, or any prospect of advantage, ie 
*i^ 9<)Wrio|i]||lj vile fusid iow, ithftt H if no wonder iflM man, who 
^oet^imioed in it, ,ie &r ever a^I^amed to see the son, and to 
■^ow himself in the eyes of tho^e whose cause he has betrayed' 
^U there is scarcer any vice, even to he imaginedi but there may 
"^ found many criimnals; evtju in the ease before us, as in any 
FAitiotiljir ope besides, aotwithstaading the aggravation and ex^ 
ffiertJinary degjree of its bMenese. We canmet help refiectiBg 
^^^ j^^^itb horror; but, as truly detestable aji tfaxs vice is, aa4 
•ottet be acknowledged to be by all mankhid, so far are those who 
Practice it from being treated with a just resentment by the rest 
* "iiMikkid, that, by the kind reception they afterwards meet 
^% Miey nther seem to be eiwouraged aald apphtuded, thatt 
^spised and discountenanced for it, 

J^^^^^se deserters were to suf!l^r the same fate with the Bat, 
^ be doomed not to tuppeta till after the ^ose of the evening, 
w6 iheu{<) sometrmes he depnved of wry oensiderahliB ftees in 
^ Zmi dittiQal assembUee oi the naAion. Bat, prebahly, tke 
f? ^^(Hiid raiUe more than ever, anights; and the great aan». 
*^ ^ wbeuia whieb would attend tiie eoaehes and ehawe ef 
U 
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diiliBctiMii wonU JHaminale the town to meh a detT**i >** 
nuke tba interdiction of da; ■ verj ineoiuidBrslile peniltj. 

FAB. CXXVI. lite Bear and the Bee-hives. 



A Bear, climbiag oyer the fence into a place wbere 
Bees were kept, began to plunder the Hires, and Tot> 
them of tbeir honey. But the Bees, to revenge Ox 
injury, attacked him in a vhole Bwann together; and 
though they were not able to pierce his nigged lii>lci 
yet with their little stings,. thej so annoy^ his er« 
and nostrils, that, unable to endnre the smarting f*ii^ 
with impatience he tore the skin over his ears nitb 
his own clawa, and auffereii ample punishment for ite 
injury he did the Bees, in breaking open their wuen 

THE APPLTCATION. 

Man]' tod great arc the injuriei of wbi<:ji eome men it* p& 

tf toward! rtfaen, tor the nke of gratifVing ■ome liqaoiih v- 

poHto. Fw there an Iboa* who woiiM'not pitiok to bdnt **■ 

Mioa dpan their coantr)', uid the hanrd of Iheli own bk^ 
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into the bargain, rather than baulk a wicked inclinattoii; either 
of cruelty, ambition, or avarice.* Bat it were to be wished. all 
who are harried by anch blind impfolsea, would consider a mo. 
ment, before they proceed to irrevocable execution. Injuriee 
and wrongs not only call finr revenge and reparation, with the 
voice of equity itself, bat oftentimes carry their punishment 
along with them, aiid by an mifiyreseen train of events, are re* 
torted at the head of the actor of ibem: and not seldom^ from a 
deep remorse, expiated upon himself by his own hand. 

Ab ibr the reprobates, whose foreheads ate hardened with 
triple brass, and hacknied with daily deliberate practice in vil- 
lany, we cannot so much as hope to reclaim them by urffu* 
mente of reason and justice: aad must therefiHre be forced to 
leave them to the necessary oonsequenees of impiety. 



I ib8(»'3 FABLftS. 

Par, CXXVlt i%e Vox and (hi Cock. 



A Cock being; peri:b&d among the branches of a lof> 
t; tree, crowed aloud, so that the shrittnesB of hit 
voice echofld through the wood, and invited a Fox to 
the place, wh<f was prowling in that neighbourbood 
in quest of bia prey. But Reynard, finding the Cock 
WHS inaccessible, by reasoa of the height of his situa- 
tion, had recourse to stratagem, in order to decoy hint 
down; so approacbing tbe tree, Cousin, saya he, I am 
heartily glad to see you; but at the same time, I can- 
not forbear expressing my uneasiness at the ioconve- 
nience of the place, which would not let me pay my 
respects to you in a handsomer, manner; though 1 
suppose you will come down presently, and 30 tint 
difficulty is easily removed. Indeed, Cousin, says tbe 
Cock, to tell you the truth, I do not thii^ it safe lo 
venture myself upon the ground; for thou^ I am con- 
vinced how much you are my friend, yet I may haw 
the misfortune to fall into the clutches of some otbei : 
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beast, and what will become of me then? O dear, gays 
Iteynaid, is it possible that you can be so ignorant, as 
not to know of the peace that has lately been proclaim- 
ed between all kinds of birds and beasts, and that we 
are, for the future, to forbear hostilities on all sides, 
and to live in the utmost love and harmony, and that 
under the penalty of suffering the severest punishment 
that can be inj9icted? All this while the Cock seemed 
to give but little attention to what was said, but 
stretched out his neck as if he saw soitietbing at a 
distaoce. Cousin, says the Fox, what is that you look 
at so earnestly? Why, says the Cock, I think I see a 
pack of hounds yonder, a little way off. Oh then, says 
the FoXf your humble servant, I must be gone. Nay, 
pray. Cousin, do not go, says the Cock; I am just a 
coming down; sure you are not afraid of dogs in these 
peaceable times. No, no, says he; but ten to one whe* 
ther they have heard of the proclamation yet. 

THE APPLICATION. • 

It 10 a very agreeable thing to see craft repelled hy cuirning, 
more especially to behold the snares of the wicked broken and 
<lefeated by the discreet taanagemeBt of the innocent The 
moral of this lable principally puts us in mind, not to be too 
credulous towards the insinuations of those, who are already 
(Bslingfaished by their want of faith and honesty. It is the ni- 
tnreof a wicked minister of state to plunder and devour the peo> 
pie, as much ^s it is the quality of a Fox to prey upon poultry. 
When therefore any such would draw us into a compliance with 
their destructive measures, by a pretended civility, and extra- 
ordinary concern for our interest, we should consider such pro* 
poiials in their true ligfht, as a bait artfully placed to conceal the 
fatal hook which is intended to draw us into captivity and thral- 
dom. An honest man, with a little p^ain sense, may do a thou- 
sand advanta^reous things Sot the public good, and without being 
master of much address or rhetoric, as easily convince people 
that his designs are intended for their w^re; but a wicked de- 
signing politician, though he has a tongue as eloquent as ever 
B|]oke« may sometimes be diaapp<9nted in his projects and foiled 
in his B^^emes; especially when their destructive texture is^eo 

u2 



«anlj ■pto, «nd tlie thnadii of mischief ate n H.rge ia AaSt, 
• to b> Ibit eron by tboM nkoM mium its mbto* par'"' 
nougk to iee and attdcrAtajid them. 

FAB. CXXVin. TTte Cst and the Cock. 



The Cat iMTing a mind to make a meal ot the Cbctj 
Miied him one morning by surprise, and saked him 
what he could say for himself, why, slaughter sboiilil 
not pass upon hiral The Cock replied, that he ««• 
jservlceiable to mankind, by crowing in the morning, 
and cKlHng them up to their daily labour. 7%it ii 
true, saya the cat, and is the very objection that I 
hare against you;, for you make ^tuch a ahriU im^. 
tioent noise, that peopt« eannot ^«ep for yoa. BMidMi 
you are *n inoesCooua raacttt, and make no scmple of 
Isfing with TOUT mother and siatera. Well, saya. the 
Cock, this I do not deny; but I do it to procure agp 
Bad chiokeDslor my maeter. Abl villaiit, aayt the Cat, 
hdd yoor wicksd taagbV} mmb Utipit6v» w theat *■ 
cmm that yoa *n a& ronger fit to Hve. 



iETSOPd PABLES. 
THE APFLlCAtlON. 

Wlieh a wicked nmn m power, has a mind to glut his appe- 
tite, in any respect, innocence or even merit, is no prolectioA 
aMlBCt kim. The cries of justice and the voice of reason, are 
of no effect npon a conscience hardened in iniquity, and a mind 
versed in a km^ practice of #rong and robbery; remonstrinees, 
hoW^Tei' reaBoaably urged^ or nlovingly eouehed, have no more 
iiifltti^e upbo the heart of sdch a one, than the gentle breeze 
h&0 lipon the oaky wlien it A^spers smonr its IfMtnches; or the 
rising surges upovi the deaf roek, when mey dosb alkl hredi 
a^MBrt its tides. 

Power Ah^uld nevtt^ h€ trusted in the hands ot an Ji^iou* 

te4!^h tntkhj and one that has more fegaM to the g/iflilcatioft 

- of his own unb^oAdci avarice, and to pubik) peace and justice. 

^ Wete it not fbf that tacit c(Misent atid heartfesis coniplianee df a 

' ^reikt nUjority of fbols, mankind would neft be rods, as oft^Milhes 

,' they ate, by a littk ihajority of knaVfeis, to tbeif nusfertune^ foar 

whatever peeide may think of the times, if fhey were teft t^iMes 

wotati tttan (hey are^ it in pf kiei}«Exlly owiil|t ^ ^^^^' ^^ '^^' 

pidity: n^hy do they trust the man a moment longed who has 

ibfice iAJtired and betrayed them? 



5'- 
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FAB. CXXiX. The Dog in Jfte Mangftr. 



A Dog was ItLjiag upOQ a manger full of hay. An Ox 
being hungry, came near, and offered to eat of the 
bay; but die envious ill-oatured cur, getting- up and 
Hnailing at him, would not suffer him to touch it. 
Upon which the Ox, in th& bitterness of his heart, said, 
a curge light on thee for a malicious wretch, who will 
neither eat hay thyself, nor suffer others to do ill 

THE APPLICATION. 
Edtj ia ths most unnatiital uid unacwnintahle of all tfaa pH- 
MODI. There u ■e&rc« anjotber emotion of the miiiii, Impi nr 
unreuonabte, bnt maf have aometbing aaid in excoaa fa ii 
end there nre muiv of these weskneBees of the nhiI, which, ml- 
wilhatmditig the wnmgnesH and irregnlacitf of tbsii% atreD ll* 
heuTt, while thef last, with pteaiure uid glidnea*. But & 
eovians man hai no such apologj aa this to make; fha atnuifX 
the pasaion ia, Uie gieater torment he eadaret; and lalnaai 
himaolf to A continnad real pain, by only n-iahinf SI td nAat. 
Revenge ia aveet, thoD^ OTUBl and inhnmwii and thoi^it 
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MoMtateri thirtts Mvu tit Uobd, y«t it tMf he g>atM Mri 
MMled. Aruioe is xuaetimn highly rmnStraiU sod AtMjfi; 
jet u it ■• a desire after riches, everj little oequiBitien gtvo^ k 
pleasure; and to!>ehold and feel the hoarded treasure, to a ayweU 
Dm mall, is a (ianstaht unclosing 6mplojmeiit^ but env^rawhicli 
is an anxk^ WMng Iti ohr tninda, npon our otiaeMngitaaat. 
plishments m othere, which we wont ourselves, can never re- 
ceive aay true coiOfeit, tHilcM its k delate, a conflagration, a 
league, oi some eeneral calamiti that should Itefa] nn^kind; tbi 
as (ant; "^ fimiiH a n^ettan hi'mg tfaAt elijoya M^ bappj 
widiin tin etiTtottB iMli'B !^eT«, it Will ^brd luFdri^ittieht ti 
hia diatempered mind) but raeb DodriahiBent M will tml» Utfl 
. t>i>B uid tiel, aMeiBacktehiffiSbir to nothing. 
.InVidUB iltcrim rebus itaacMscit opilnlsl 
Invidia Scii^ lian invcodre lytatini. 
Tftfnwntnin majils — ^ Ho4. 

It ia Dot in the power of the meet cruel ^lant tb inTrait a 
tortiire more painfi^ luid severe, than that nith Which tbe envt 
ona man panisbes himsel£ . 

i'AB. CXXX. He- Dog and tie Sheep. 



The Dog sued the' Sheep tot a debt, of which tt 
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Kite and the \^olf were to be judges lliey, witiios 
debating long upon the matter, or making any scni< 
pie for want of evidence, gave sentence for the plab 
tiff, who immediately tore the poor sheep in piec&. 
and divided the apoil with the unjust judges. 

the; application. 

Deplorable are the times, when ogea. baie-&oed yiHuy 
protected and eaoouraged, when Innocence is obnoxioas, ^ ■ 
estj contemptible, and it is reckoned criminal to espouse tia 
cause of virtue. Men orifinaUy entered into ooveiumts ici 
•civil compacts with each other for the promotiOQ of their ba])!^' 
ness and well being, for the establishment of justice tnd{ni)Il: 
peace. How comes it then that they look stapidly an, «& 
tamely acquiesce when wicked men prevent this end, ande^; 
fish an arbitrary tyranny of their own, upon the ibundatioDot 
fraud and oppression? Amon^ beasts, who are incapable of b<^ 
ing civilized by social laws, it is no strange thing to see ifls^ 
cent helpless sheep fall a prey to dc^s, weaves, and kites; Intit 
is amazinff how mankind could 'ever sink to such alow degn^ 
of cowardice^ as to suffer some of the worst of the species to tfvp 
a power over them, to supersede the righteous laws dp^ 
government, and to exercise all kinds of injustice andfaardsLip, 
in gratifying their own vicious lusts. Wherever soch enonni- 
ties are practised, it is when a few rapacious statesmen ooiDb>i><| 
together to get and secure the power in their own hudB, uic 
agree to divide the spoil among themselves. ForaskiDf " 
the cau^e is to be tried only among themselves, no queiitiaijiu^ 
they wilt always vouch for each oSier. But, at the sam* ^ 
it is hard to determine which resemble brutes roost, thff'J 
acting, or the people In suffering them to act their vile i^ 
schemes. 
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FAB. CXXXt lie Hawk and the Farmer. 



A Hawk, pursuing^ a Pigeon over a corn.-tield, with 
great eagerness and force, threw himself into a net, 
which a husbandman had planted there to take the 
crows; who being employed not far oW, and seeing 
ibe hawk diiltcring in the net, came and took him; 
but just as he was going' la kill him, the hawk be- 
sought him to let him go, assuring him that he was^ 
only foUowiDg a pigeon, and neither intended nor had 
done any harm to him. To whom the farmer.replied, 
and what harm has the jioor pigeon done to yout 
upon which, he wrung his head otf immediately. 



THE APPLICATION. 

Pa*slon, prejudici>,.ar']SinT(ir, maj so fkr blind ■ ratn, u iwt 
Id mficc him jiu.ly to diatiiwiii^h nhsther he is not acting, iii- 
jurioualr, it the «ame tLma that he fancies he in only doinif hi< 
dntj. Now the beat way of being convinced, whether nliBt 
Tc do ia re«KiD«l>Ie and flt, ia to pat outkiItbi in the place of 
imed, and then eonanit oar 
t bBhaviour. For Ikia w« 
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thine to anotlnr, which we should thmk umost — 
toiu. NotUI■eb))l■h^tIu]in■llTeftalC^Hlo(UiIHti«. 
Itf, eu be the occuico th>t ■» duc; iiig«p|a« >aUe Wfi'a 
ua ofte/i engigtd in coo^ca so opposite la Tirluc ind henno. 
He thU woiud sttuUe, if a little ittonie; ■boatd lainpeT "^ 
hiia to fiinwaar himsdC to bring off socoe unaU oSeniec, n* 
ordtuuj tieiipBBBet, will, without Bcru|^ infiiag* Iba caoiUtfr 
tioa of his coogtrj, for tfae precarioiHi pnwMCt of ft pka H > 
peiuion. Whieh is moat corrapt, ha tlul he> like ft buglitsl 
the pdit, ibt hilf a crown and dbner, oi he Ihtt lioes it trt i!k 
niofe BUbatantial coiuidcrHtiaD i^ a. thonaajul pcxuida ft Rs' 
Wfaifth would be doiog utcwt senicc to the puUic; gliing tnr 
teatiraony ia a case between two private men, uii aguort f 
little cominon thief, vrho has stole a gold wateb, oi rotini iat 
estlf or courageoucil J agaiDit a rogue of aisle, who hu gtgfV 
and bound liie laws, and atripped Uie Butian? Let UtMc " 
intend to aet justly, but view tlnogs in thta hght, ud all voi^ 
be welL There would ba no danger of their af^ircMing Dibcn, 
or few of being oppressed themselveu. 

FAB. CXXXII. Death and Cupid. 



t^pid, one sultry summer'd 
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nd Adite with imty went into aoo(d gn>tfciLto rapqae 
iiiifletf» wbi6likq»eBed lobe the cave of DmUi* Ho 
ture«r Mtattlf ciimesaly down on ,the fleor^ and his 
[uiver tarnitig tqpsy turvy, all the ftmrns fell out, and 
Clinked with thode <^ Death, which lay seatteted up 
nd down the place. When he twoke, he gathered 
hem up as well as to could, but they were so inter- 
ciingledy that though he knew the certain number^ he 
(ould not Dghtly distinguish them; from whence it 
happened, tkit he took up some of the Arrows which 
belonged to Death, and left several of his own in tho 
oom oi them. This is the cauise that we, now and 
.hen» see the hearts of the old atid decrepid transfixed 
^ith the bolts of love; and with equal grief and aur« 
prise, behold the youthful blooimng part of ottT iq^ies 
smitten with the darts of Death*. 

THB APPLICATION. 

If we aXtfm Ibt this iKable's bein^ written by a heaflien, and 
according to the schema of the ancient pagan theology, it will 
appear to be a pretty prooable solution of some parts of the diib 
pensation of providence, which otherwise seem to be obscure 
and unaccountable. For, when we see the young and the old 
fall promlAouously, by the hand of Death, and at me same time 
to conflid6r that the world is goigemed by an alUwise yitnridence, 
we are puzasfod how to account for so seemingly preposterous 
and unnatural a way of working. We shoula look upon a 
gardener to be mad, or at least very capricious, who when his 
young trees are just arrived to a degree of bearing, should cut 
them down ifor fuel, and choose out old, rotten, decayed, sapless 
Btockst to graft and innoculate upon; yet the irregular proceed- 
ing of those two levellers, Love and Death, appears to be every 
jot as odd and unreasonable, 

However, we must take it ibr granted, that these things,' 
though the method of them is hidden ftora our eyes, are trans- 
acted after the most just and fit manner imaginable; but, human* 
\y speaking, it is strange Siat Death should be sufi^red to make 
saoh undistinguished havoc in the world; and at the same time, 
just as shockmg and unnatural to see old ago laid betwixt « 
pair of weddinff sheets, as it is for youth and beauty to be lock- 
ed up in the c(3d embraces of the grave. 

* X 



( JESOPS FABLES, 

FAB. CXXXm. Tie Dotb and tk^ AOL 



clear purling rivulet; but the current, with its crrdini 
edd;, snatched her away, and carried her down tbe 
stream. A Dove, , pitying her distreased coadilion. 
cropt a branch from a neighbouring tree and let it fall 
into the water, by meana of which the Ant saved be> 
Belf and got ashore. Not long after, a fowler, ha^inj 
a design upon the Dove, planted his nets, and all bis 
little artillery in due order, without the bird's obeen- 
ing what he was about; which the Ant perceiving, jwt 
as he was going to put his design into execution sbe 
bit him by the heel, and made him give so sudden a 
start, that the Dove took the alarm and flew awaj. 

,THE APPLICATION. 



£30P8 TABLES. M3 

so T Mj jnit um) njnitabte >. thing, and (o mneti •»» nan's 
daty, that to ipeak of it praperlj, one abonld not mentian it ■• 
any thing meriloricHU, or that may cUim prUK uid idmiralllui; 
any more than we «liauld wy, «. mm aught lo lie lewudcd or 
cjiaiaen'ied Ibr nut hilliug his fatjiar, or Soibetriag lo set Biv 
to his neiglibour'a house. The bright and shining piece of 
inora.lity, ^erefere, which it rccommeaded lo as in this Fmble, 
is set ibrth in the eiHinple of the DoTe, who, wilhout any obli- 
gallon or eipectatioa, do« a voluntary office of charity to ila 
fellow creatine in distiess. The conalatit uninterruplod prac- 
tice of this virtue, is Ihe only thing in which ve are capabla oT 
imitBting the great Author of our being, whoae Beloved bnn, 
besides tbe many precepla he baa given to enfiiree this duty, 
used tliiH expreaaion as a oununon saying, it is more bleued lo 
give than to receive. 

FAB. CXXXrV. Th€ Eagle and the Crow. . 



An Eagle flew down ^m the top of a high rock, 
and settled upon the back of a Lamb, and then instant. 
]y flying up into the air again, bore his bleating prize 
aloft in his pounceB. A Crow who sat upon an elm,' 
■nd beheld this exploit, resolved to imitate it; so f1y> 
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ing ^QWn up<m ti|9 back of » ram, and entunn^ing his 
claws ID the wool, he fell a chattering, and attempted 
to fly; by which means he drew the obsenralioQ of the 
shepberd upon him, who finding hivfeet hampefed in 
the fleece of the ram, easily took him, and giave him 
to his boys for their sport and diversion. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Eveiy qodlty whioh it exqcttenl vad coiiimeiidahle» ii art 
liowever, luwayt a proper objeet of ovt iiDitaMim, We onglit 
to atate our o#a aeooont hooeitiy uut ftixij^ thai wo may atf 
what oor ahilitiea are, and bow oar ciroQinataaoeo fltaiid,oUier* 
wiae, we may not oalj become ridicukKu to othera* but pr^ 
diciaL to onrselyea, by some awkward and iU judged omnlatinB: 
tfaoi^rb it happened to be in a qaaiification truly laadabla and 
great. It benores every man to exert a good soara ofiadasly 
towards the advancement of his interest, or if ha plaases,<fha 
repotation. But Chen 

Metari se qoemque auo modolo ac peda Taram est— jQot. 
it is faighljvQo<^o*HLry that he does this wilh a traa i^gvito 
his own einadty, aad without apy daager of ^poslag^ eei^ 
hamasii^ amiself la tba opmtMp. 



■s 
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TAB. CXXXV. TV BiiTioua Man and the CcHretoua. 



An envious mui happened to be. offering up tiia 
prafBra to Jupiter, just ii) the time and place with a 
covetouB miserable fellow. _ Jupiter, not caring to he 
troubled with their impertinences himself, sent Apol- 
lo to esamine the merits of their petitions, and give 
them such relief as he should think proper. Apollo 
therefore t^ned his comnMsaiim, and withil told 
them, to mike short of the matter, whatever the on« 
asked, the other should have it double. Upon this, 
the covetous man, though he had a thousand tbioga 
to request, yet forbore to ask first, hewing to receive 
a double quantity, for. he concluded that all men's 
wishes sympathized with his. By this means, the 
envious man had an opportunity of preferring his pe- 
tition first, which was the thing he aimed at; bo with- 
out much hesitation, he prayed to be re-believed by 
having one of his eyes put out; knowing that of . 
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consequence, \u» companion would -l>e deprived of 
iMith. 

THE AWUCAnOp. 

In this Fable, the folly of thow two ^dcM,«DT3riiiidsiwoe,ii 
fUlly exposed, aad faaiuteomeiy xtllied. 'Ae BM«er, ljhai||hlB 
hae the richee «f tiie worM, wUhent etint, laid o|^^ te hu 
cboiee, yet daree not name t^ epfii, Ibr lear ^oolfaer filMald be 
richfir tiuw ' hlmeeU; The advantage ef & iimUe o oantity, (7 
reoeiiri«ff l«at, la vbat we oaon^ bear to loae; and h» fears ac- 
oonlin^. The envknui raas, though he ba6 the power of call- 
ing for good thtQgs, withool meaaure, to hinaseif or othcn, |et 
wavea die bmiy pririlege, and is oontnit to iiunlab hubpelf by 
a very ifraat losa, even thai of an eye, that he may hriBg dovn 
a dooble portioB of the lUce calamiiy upon another. Twee are 
the true tempers of the oovetoos aM erivioua: one caa aearoe 
delwnmie whether tli^ are move vhchievova to theiaaelveior 
the public; hut H i* manifoat, that tiiey are highly nojiaig to 
both, and ahoold be treated aoBoninglyf 
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FAB. CXXXVI. Tlie Fox and the Lion. 



^n>e first time the Fmc aaw die Lion, he fell don 
at his feet, and was ready to die with feax. The 9i 
ctni time he took courag;e, and could even bear to loo 
D^B Jiim. The third time is had the impudence t 
cptne ap to himi to Balute him, and to enter into fi 
Miliar conveTsation with him. 

THE APPLICATIOIf. 
From lli'ii Palile wg may obserre the two extremei in tihi- 1 

we Toay &lt, u to a proper betwvtonr Umaxia our mtpetio 
A> one ii » bashfulnen, pmoMding etthsr from a ricioiu gv i 

mind, or tJniorDu§ taeticj: the other, an overbeaiinff imp . 

lus, which uiamea mare thao becomo it, and to riHiden 1 1 
perMa ionlSeiable to the conrarialion of well-brid reasonal I 
people. But there ii this difference between tin baahiiitni ! 
UMtariMa from (he want of edaCBtioa,Bnd the ihuiiefacedRi ' 
tW «ecompuiieB consdoiu gnillj the firat, b; a continonnce i 
line, and ■ nearer aoquaintance, maj be ripened into • proj i 
libenl b«b«naar: the athet do Moner finda an eaty prtctica I 
aecen, but it throwa oGT all maimer of r< 
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bat upon a little recollectum, or n nsirar luigfat, i 
OOmlTCS, and appeu ioditferent and nnconunied, wfaeit, Ik- I 
fore wo ttTfi randy to sink under ■ load of diffidence and fai, 
Ws alioiild, upon such Oceanian, ase our pnilcuTouni to re^ 
a. due decree ot* steadiness and reBaintioo; hut. at llio simc lUK 
we mniit have a care that oar cffbrta in (JieI respect do uot f«n 
the balance too much, and mako it to j ' ' 
fteedom, and an olfenaiTe &iniliBritjr. 

FAB. CXKXVn. The Geese and the Cnata. 



A flock of G«ese and a pared of Cnnes used oAm 
to feed together in a corn-field. At last the owner<* 
die corn with his Bervants, comiqg upon them of i 
■udden, surprised ibem ia ("he very act; and the geftc 
being heavy, fat, full-bodied creatures, were most of 
them suiferers; but th» crtaea, being thin and lirtt, 
•aaitj flfiw awaj. 
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THP APl»LICATION. 

When the enemy comes to make seizure, they are sute to 
suSm^ most whose cireumstanccs are the richest and fkHest. 
In any case of persecution, m<mey han|rs Hke a dead wetufht 
iibopit a man; and we never ftel gold so heavy as when we are 
making off with it ' 

Therefi>re wise and p^tic ministers of state, whenever Uiey 
see a storm begin to gather cfver their heads, aJways tfike eaie 
to nnlade thenuelves of a good part of their eareo; and by this 
means, seldom find but the blasts of obloquy Sirough which 
they are to make their way, isre less deaf and inexorahle than 
the stormy waves of the ocean. 

Indeed, pofverty is too fiequently the ocdurion o^men's be- 
ing* treated as if they were gfnilty of the greatest crime, and re- 
prvocbes; but then ttiese sort of criminals have this advantage, 
that no one thinks fit to treat them with any tfainf worse than 
oootempt; whereas, if any pretence can be found to fall upon 
tilt ittap who is rich, it is a miracle if he eacf^ws wiUi both lift 
and money. 

In abort, riches are like the baggifa of an anny; very luafbl 
when we lie in miiet possessioB of me camp, or are powerful 
enough to defy m smUBf^ bat when once we are put to the 
rout if we Would get <^ with our lives or liberties, we must 
quit our baggage iui soon |tf passible, and leaxee it fir plunder 
to our pursuenu Nay, hfiwever atrxngly eitfrenched we m^ 
think oqrselves, a^ long as money is in the case, it is good to 
look about fts ftor fear of surprise; ibr after aO, he that does not, 
upon oecasion, make hiraielf wiiigs with his riches, to fly off 
with, desopves to be poniaM, like a goose as he is, fbr hie 
heatiness. 
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FAB. CXXXVIII. The Horse and the Ass. 



Thk Horse adorned with his great war-saddle, and 
champing bia foaming bridle, came thundering alon{c<i 
the way, and made the mountains echo with his loud 
shrill neighing. He had not gone far before he over, 
took an Ass, who waa labouriDg under a heavy bur- 
den, and moving slowly on the same track with faim- 
self. Immediately he called out to him, in a haughty 
imperious tone, and threatened to trample him in the , 
dirt, if he did not break the way for him. The poor, 
patient Ass, not daring to dispute the matter, quietly 
got out of bia way as JTaat as he could, and let him go 
by. Not long after this, the same horse, in an en. 
gagement with the enemy, happened to be shot in the 
eye, whieh made him unfit for show, or any military 
business, so he was strip! of his fine ornaments, and 
sold to a currier. The Ass meeting him in this for. 
lorn conditioa, thought ^at now it was hia turn to 
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imnilt; $nd wo sajs hd, Heyday, friend! is k yout 
Wellt I alwi|.ys believed that pride of yours would one 
day have a fall. 

THE APPLICATION. 

' Pride 10 a wary nnACCouxitable vice; many people fall into it 
miawaxes, and are oAen led into it by motives, which, if the/ 
oonsidered things rightly, would make them abhor the very 
thoughts of it. There is no man that thinks well of himself^ 
but Msires that the rest of the world should think so too. Now 
it is the wrong measures we take in endeavouring after this 
that exposes us to discerning people in tliat light which they 
call pride, and which is so far nom giving us any advanta^ in 
their esteem, that it renders us despicable and ridiculous. > ll is 
an affectation o£ aj^e^ring considerable, that puts men upon 
being proud and insolent; and the very being so, makes them 
infaUibly little and inconsiderable. The man that claims and 
calls for reverence and respect, deserves none; he that asks for 
appli^use, is sure to lose it; the certain way to ret it is, to seem 
to shun' it; and the humble man, according to the maxims, even 
of this world, is the moit likely to be exuted. He that, in his 
words or actions, pleads for superiority, and rather chooses to 
do an ill action, than to condescend to do a good one, acts like a 
heathen, and is void of reason and understanding. The rich 
and the powerfiil want nothing but the love and esteem of man- 
kind to complete their felicity; and these they are sure to ob- 
tain by a good humoured, kind condescension: and as certain 
of being every body's aversion, while the least tincture of over- 
bearing rudeness is perceivable in their words or actions. What 
brutal tempers must they be of^ who can be easy and hidiftr- 
ent, while they know themselves to be universally bated, though 
in the midst of affluence and power? 

But this is not all; for if ever the Wheel of Fortune should 
whirl them from the top to the bottom, instead of friendship or 
oommiseraikm, they will meet with nothing but contempt; 
and that with rnudi more justice, than ever they themsehw 
exerted it towards othsn. 
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and being desirous his aons should pursue tbst 
CBQt eDKrtaiaing course of apiculture, in which H^- 
■elf had been engaged ail his life, nudo ose o( w^ 
expedient to induce them to it. He called them ^ ' 
his bed'side, and apoke to this effect. All the pirt- 
mony I have to bequeath to yoa, ^ns, is my fiLnaun 
vineyard, of which I make jou joint-heicE. Sat i 
ehuge you not to let it gootit of yonr own oaw^ 
tionj for, if I have any treasure besides, it lies burin 
annewhere in the ground, within a foot of tKe ^ 
&ce< This made the Sons conclude, that be ul^^ 
Bf money, wfiich he had hid there; bo after their bl^ 
air's death, with unwearied -diligence and applic*''' 
they carefully dug up every inch, both of the laraiu*' 
vineyard. Fr«n whence it came to pass, that Iho^ 
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they njjised i^ ih» iteatsme which the]r ei^fMCtedt dM 
ground by being so well stirred and (obeened, prodii* 
cad so plentiful a crop of all that was sowed in it, as 
proved a real, and that no inconsiderable treasure* 

THE APPLICATION. 

Labour and industry well applied, seldom fall of fading' a 
treasure; and since something towards the ittconrenkacM and 
pleasures of life may be thus procured, why. should we iose 
and throw it away, by being slothful and idle? Exercise is a 
great su^urt of health, and heahli is by far the giwatest sii^gia 
Uessing of life; which alone will weigh sufficientlr with any 
considerate man, so as to keep him from being utterly destitute 
of employment But of all the kinds of treasure which are sore 
to reward the diligence of ifae active man, none is more agt«e» 
able, either in the pursuit or possession, than tW which arisea 
from the culture of the earth. What can be mcNra satisfiustory, 
than to have our hope grow and increase every day witli the 
product of the ground; to have our minds entertained with the 
wonderfiil Economy of the vegetable world; our nerves strengtb. 
cned, and our blood purified, by a constant return of exereise; 
and a new relish given to every meal, fVom the fragraney of 
the air, and freshness of the soil; add to these, that tte interest 
of the husbandman is, as it were, planted in his ^Id; which 
will sever cheat or deceive him; and his stock is placed in a ftr 
better fund than South Sea, Bank, or India: a fimd wbicli wffl 
bring him in cent per cent without hurting any body altOy naj^ 
to tli^ advantage and convenience of the public 

O ibrtunates nimium, sua si bona norint, 
Agricolus! quibis ipsa, procul discordibus armis, 
Fnndit hiimo facilem victem justissima Tdlas. Vnifeu 

The treasures and delights of agriculture are so varieusi, that 
they are not easily to be described, and are naver to be otod. 
led. They are scarce to be conceived by a«e that haa aot ftlft 
them, nor to be .truly painted by any but the greatoft VOOU. 



XSOrS FABLES. 
PAB CXL. TTteHotaeaad 



A Lion, seeing a fine plump Nag, had a grejtmi 
to eat a bit of bim, but knew n(A which vt-jtop 
Itiminto his power. At last he bethought himself > 
this contrivance; he gave out that he waa a physicJi- 
who, having ^ined experience by his tratels i"'i 
foreign countries, had made himself capable of cuni! 
toy sort of malady or distemper, incident to anj km 
of beaat) hoping, by this Btr&(agem, to get an en'-Q 
admittaoce among the cattle, and find an opponuc?! 
tocxecute his design: The horse, who anwkeii i;=j 
uatter, was Teaolved to be evt& with him; sod ^ 
fannxHiring the tbing, as'tf he svspected nolhinc. -I 
prayed the lion to give him his advice in relation i ■ 
thorn he had got in his foot, which had quite lii: - 
him, and gave bim great pain and uneasine^ ^' ' 
lion readily agreed, and desired he might s« <-^ 
foot. Upon which the hone lifted up both hit h..'i 
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)egs, and while the lion pretended to be poring eiff* 
nestly upon his hoof, gave him sach a kick in the face 
as quite stunned hini» and left him sprawling upcm 
the ground. In the mean time, the horse trotted 
away, neighing and laughing merrily at the succesi 
of the trick, by which he had defeated the purpose of 
one who intended to have tricked him out of his life. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Thoagh all manner of fraud and tricking^ is mean, and atter* 
I7 benealh a man of sense and honour, yet, metfainka, eqaity 
itself allows us to disappoint the deceiver, and to repel craft by 
cunning. Treachery has something so wicked and worthy or 
punishment in its nature, that it deserves to meet with a return 
of its own kind; an open revenge would be toofii^inral for it, and 
nothing matches it but itself. However, therefore, abominable 
it is, to be the aggressor in this point, yet it cannot be iaoon* 
sistent with virtue to counterplot, and take all manner of ail* 
vantages against the man who is undermining us. 

t)olus, an virtus, quis in hoste requirat? Vuio. 

This practice is a maxim which that nice poet makes for the 
use of his good iEneas. And we may at any time follow th» 
same example, without incurring the Imputation of doing a 
wrong thing. 



*S0r8 FADtES. 

ITte Lion. Ike Bew. Md (U Vat. 



A Lion and & Bear fell together by the ears OTet id" 
eiWase nf a Pawn, which (hey found in the fores'; 
their title to it being to be decided by force ol'f^^ 
The battle was severe and lough on both skies; un 
they held it out, tearing and worrying one another » 
long, that, with wounds and fatigues, they were so 
faint and weary, that they were not able to stri« 
another stroke. Thus, while they lay upon thegw"'"'' 
panting and lolling out their tongues, a Fox cimi'""' 
to pass by that way, who, perceiving how the m» 
Stood, very impudently stepped in between them, wi"' 
ed the booty which they had all this while been cm- 
tending for, and carried it off. The two combsw^ 
who lay and beheld all this^ without having '^'^"K 
enough to stir and prevent it, were only wise enw^ 
lo make this reflection} behold the fruits of oarrtnV 
and contention! that villain, the For, bears a«J ^ 
prize, and we ourselrea have deprived esch olb^ ^ 
tb* power to recover it from him. 
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THE APPLICATION. 

When people eo to law about an uncertain, title, and hare 
spent their whole estates in the contest, nothing is mcve com* 
mon than for some little pettifogging* attorney to step in, and 
secure it to bimseifl The very name of law seems to imply 
equity and justice, and that is the bait which has drawn in many 
to their ruin. — Others are excited by their passions, and xare 
n«jt if they destroy themselves, so that they do but see their 
enemy perish with them. But if we lay aside prejudice and 
folly, and think calmly of the matter, we shall find, that going 
to law is not the best way of deciding differences about proper* 
ty, it being, genertQIy speaking, mueh safer to trust to the 
arbitration of two or three honest sensible neighbours, than at 
vast expence of money, time and trouble, to run through the 
tedious, frivolous forms, with which, by the artifice of greedy 
lawyers, a court of judicature is contrived to be attended. It 
has been said, that if mankind would but lead virtuous, moral 
lives, there would be no occasion for divines; if they would live 
temperately and soberly, that they would never want physician^ 
both which assertions, though true in the main, are yet express- 
ed in too great a latitude. But one may venture to affirm, that 
if men preserved a strict regard to justice and honesty in their 
dealings with each other, and upon any mistake or misa^>re* 
hension, were always ready to refer the matter to disinterested 
umpires of acknowledged judgment and integrity, they never 
oould hav€ the least occasion for lawyers. When people have 
gone to law, it is rarely to be found but one or both parties was 
either stupidly obstinate, or rashly inconsiderate. For, i£ the. 
case should happen to be so intricate, that a man of common 
flense could not distinguish who had the best title, bow easv 
would it be to have the opinion of the best counsel in the land, 
and agree to determine it by that? If it should appear dubious 
even a^r that, how much lietter would it be to divide the thing, 
in dispute, rather than go to law, and hazard the U>sin^f not^ 
only the whole, butr costs and damages into the bar^flin? la 
short, if people were but reaUy as well bred, as sensible and 
hoiest as they would be thou^tht to be, nobody wopM go to law. 

v2 
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FAB. CXLIf. Tke Foi and the Sick Uon. 



It was reported that the Lion viae sick, and ibe 
beksts were made to believe, that they colild not mske 
their court better, tlian by going to visit him. Upoa 
this, tbey generally went; but it was particuUri; ta- 
ken notice of, that tbe Fox was not among the nam- 
ber. The Lion, therefore, dispatched one of hit 
jackals to Mund him about it, and aak him why hs 
had w little charity and reaped, te never to cora« 
neai him at a time when be lay so dangeroudy ill, 
snd et^Tj body else had been to see him. Why, re- 
jAies Inii^Fox, fray present my, duty to his majeaty, 
and tell hua that I have the same respect for bim m 
ever, and hate been coming several tiines to fciy hii 
foy«l faqnd; bV I am so terribly frightened at ths 
mouth of bis cavfej to see the print of my fellow sub- 
jeela' feet all point^.^ forwards, and none backwmU, 
that J bad not resolutien - ' - 
lb« truth of the matter 
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Lion's was only a sham to draw th6 beasts mto his 
den, the more easily to devour them. 

THE APPLICATION. 

A man shoc^d weigh and consider the nature of any propoial 
well, beibre he gives into it; for a rash and hasty compliance 
has been the ruiu of many a one. TuUy says it is ^Nirvi et ar- 
tQs sapientiflB non timere credeid,* the quintessence of prudence, 
not to be too easy of belief. Horace, whose way of thinking 
was so refined and so distinct from the vulgar, tells Meoenaa, 
that iqion a supposition of the people of R(Mne*s asking him 
why he differed from the received notions and opinions of the 
mmtitode^ he would give him this answer: 

Olim quod Vulpes ss^rote canta Leoni 
Respondit, re&ram: Quia' me vestigia terrent 
Omnia te adversum spectantia, nnUa retrorsum: 

•which is an abridgment of this very fable. Indeed the muhi* 
tode think altogether in the same track, and are much upon a 
footing. Their meditations are confined in one channel, and 
th^ rollow one another very, orderly, in a regular stupidity. — 
Can a man of thought and spirit be harnessed thus, and trudge 
along like a pack-horse, in a deep stinking muddy road, when 
he may frisk it over the beauteous lawns, or lose himself agree- 
ably in the shady Tcrdant mazes of unrestrained contempluion? 
It Is impossible. Vulgar notions are so generallv attended with 
error, that wherever one traces the fooSsteps of many tending 
all one way, it is enough to make one suspect, with the Fox in 
the Fable, that there is some trick in it The eye of reason ie 
duQed and stupified when it is confined, and made to gan con- 
tinually upon the same thin^; it rather diooses to look about it, 
and amuse itself with a variety of objects, as they lie scattered 
up and down in the unbounded prospect He that goes im- 
plicitly into a thing, may be mistaken, notwithalyuiding the 
number of those who keep him company; but he who keeps out 
till he sees reason to ent^, acts upon true maxims of policy 
slid prudence. In short, it becomes us, as ws are reasonabie 
creatnresi, to behave ourselves as such, and to do as i^ things 
as possible, of which we may have occasion te repent 
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FAB. CXLUI. Tie Mice in Council. 



The Mice called a general council, and having met, 
afler tlie doors were locked, entered into a free con- 
sultation about wayi and means, tion to render their 
fortunes and estates more secure from the dangera 
of the cat. Man; things were offered, and mucliwai 
debated pro and con, upon the matter. At last a 
young mouse, iji a fine florid speech, concluded upon 
an expedient, and that the only one which was to put 
them in future entirely out of the power of the ene- 
my; and this was, that the cat should wear a bell 
about bis neck, which, u[>on the least motion, would 
give the alarm, and be a signal f»r them to retire iaio 
their boles. This speech was received with greatap.' 
plause, and it was esen proposed by some, that the ' 
mouse who made it should ha<re the thanks of the u. 
aemblr. Upon which, an old gray mouse, who had 
■at silent all the while, stood up, and in snothar 



speeob, mailed that tlie eoatriTAnce Urta Adiiiinible» 
and the aiitfaor of it without doubt an ingeaious 
mciuse; but, he said, he thought it would not be so 
proi>er to rote him thanks, till he should farther in<» 
form them how this bell was to be fastened about thd 
cat's neck, and what mouse would undertake to do it* 

THE APPLICATION. 

Many thin)^ appeaf sensible in speculation, which arc after* 
wards found to be impracticable. And since ilie executioB d 
any thinflf, ia that which is to complete and finish its very exis- 
tenee, what raw counsellors are those who adrise, what pre. 
cipitate politicians those who prooeed to the mana|f6ioent of 
thinipa in their nature incapaHle of answering their own expec- 
tations, or tb^ir iHromises to others. 

At the same time the fable teachea as not to expoae oursalTeft 
in any of our little politic €k>ffee-house committees^ by deter- 
mloing what should he dcme upon eyery occurrence of mal-ad- 
ministration, When we have neither commission nor power to 
execute it. He that ttpea such an occasion adjudges, as a pre- 
servative for the state, that this or thai should be applied to the 
neck of those Who have been enemi^ to it, will appear AiO aa 
ridicabua as the mouse in the fable, when the question is ask- 
ed, who shall put it there? In reality, we do but expose our- 
selves to the hatred of some, and the contempt of others, when 
we inadvertently utter our Impracticable speculations in re- 
spect of the publio, either in pHvatd compsuiy, or authoriied 
ass6nibii9i» 



S TABLES. 
7%e Lion, tke Ass, and Ike Fox. 



l^E Lion, the Ass, and the Fox, went a hunting 
together in the forest; and it was agreed that what- 
ever was taken, should be divided amongst them. — . 
They happened to have very good sporl, and caught 
a large fat slag, which the Lion ordered the Ass to 
divide. The Ass, according to the best of faia cspaci* 
ty, did so, and made three pretty equal shares. But 
such levelling doings not suiting at all with the crav- 
ing temper of the greedy Lion, without further delay 
he flew upon the Ass, and tore him into pieces^ and 
then bid'the Fox divide it into two parts. Reynard, 
who seldom wanted a prompter, however, had his cu« 

f;iven him sufficiently upon this occasion; and so nib- 
ing off one little bil for himself, he laid forth all the 
rest for the Lion's portion. The royal brute was sq 
delighted at' this dutiful and handsome proof- of his 
respect, that he could not forbear expressing the 
- •ttiafactira it gave him; and asked him witbal, wb»n 
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fl^€ould poceibly have learnt so proper; and flo court* 
ly a bebaviour? Why, replies Reynard, to tell your 
ns^e^y the^ truth, I was taught it by the As^ that lies 
dead there. 

» 

THE APPLICATION. 

• 

We may learn a great deal of useful experience from the ex* 
umple of other people, if we will but take the pains to observe 
them. And besides the profit of the instruction, there is oo 
small pleasure in being taught any proper sciencei at the ex- 
pense of somebody else. To ihis purpose, the history of former 
times, as well as the transactions of the present, are very well 
adapted; and. so copious, as to be able to furnish us with pre- 
cedents upon almost every occasion. The rock upon which 
another has split, is a kind of lighthouse or beacon, to warn us 
from the like calar^ty; and by taking such an advantage, how 
easily may we steer a sa^ course. 

He that in any negociaiion with his betters, does not well 
and wisely consider how tol>ehave himself so as not to give oH 
&Doe, may very likely come off as the ass did; but the cool 
tfaSnkinff man, though he should despair of ever making friends 
of people in power, will be cautious and prudent enough, to do 
nothing which may provoke them to be his enemies. 



jeaOFB TASLtK. 
FAB. CXLV. TTte OH IAki. 



A Lion, worn out with old age, lay fetching his last 
gaap, and agonizing in the convulsive atrugi^lea of 
death. Upon which occasion, several of ifaebeaBb 
wtin liad fonnerly been suSerera by him, came and re- 
'venged theuiselvea upon hitn. The boar with his 
mighty tusks, drove at him in a stroke that glanced 
like lightning. And the bull gored him with bis Tio- 
lent homs. Which when the Asa saw they might do 
without anj danger, he too came up, and threw his 
heels into the lion's face. Upon which, the poor old 
cxpiriag tyrant uttered these words with his last dy- 
ing groan; Alasl bow grievous it is to suffer insults, 
even from the brave aiid the valianti but to be spurn- 
ed by so base a creature aa this is, who is the disgrace 
of nature, ia worse than dying ten thousand deaths. 
THE APPLICATION. 
He that would bn ranreoced and raapaetsd bv the mt nf 
nuokind muH lay in ■ foumUtioii lot it of some kind oi ntiun 
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fin pBOfJe csnint be perrauled. bt pij ilefenDoe and eitaaia ' 
for oMiiag, 'Sotthat though we have IitmI in good repaU in 

the norld, it' erer we sliould hspoaa to out-live our itock;, wa 
niiut not tie siupriaed if w« tind ourselvei, ilighted and lAxiiit- 
ed, even bj the viieat acum o^'t!te peopla. 

If therefore we would ruse to ourselves a dignity which will 
coDtiDue not oidj to the end of our liTua, but extend iuelf hr 
down amoug; the ages of posteritji we ehould take care to estab> 
lish it upon a Ibundalion ot' virtue and goodnature; this will not 
uiily prod^rvo ue from the insults ofLiienxies, but, upon occaeioo, 
Buriouod uB with a trusty guiurd of faithful and sincere liiend*. 

FAB. CXLVl. The Old Man arid hU Sons. 



Ait old man had many sons, who were often falling 
out with one another. When the father had eiertea 
his authority, and used other meand in order lo lecon* 
cile them, and ail to no purpose, at last had recourse to 
thia expedient; he ordered his sons to be cajled befoVe 
bini] and a short bundle of rods to bs brought; and 
llien conunaoded them, one by one, to try if, with all 
their might and strength, they coul^L«ny of them break 
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it: they all tried, bat to n<x purpose; for'the rods being 
closely and compactly bound up together, it was im- 
possible for the force of man to do it. After this, the 
father ordered the' bundle to be untied, and gave a sin- 
gle rod to &ch of his sons, at the same time bidding 
them to try and break it; which when each did with all 
imaginable ease, the father addressed them to this ef- 
fect. O my 'sons, behold the power of unity: for if you 
in like manner, would but keep yourselves strictly con- 
joined in the bonds of friendship, it could not be in the 
power of any n\ortal to hurt you; but when once .the 
ties of brotherly affection are dissolved, how soon do 
you fall to pieces, and are liable to be violated by every 
injurious hand that asstults you! 

THE APPLICATION. 
Nothing is more necessary towards completing and oontinii« 
ing the' well-being of mankind, than their eiitering into and 
preserving friendships and alliances.. The safety of government 
depends chiefly upon this; and therefore it is weakened and ex- 
posed to its enemies in proportion as it is divided bj parties. 
A kingdom divided against itself is brought to desclation. And 
^ the same holds good among all societies and corporations of 
* men, from the great constitution of the nation down to every 
little parochial vestry. But the necessity of friendship eztenda 
itself to all sorts of resolutions in life; as it conduces mig'htily ta 
the advantage of particular clans and families. Those of tli» 
same blood and lineage have a natural disposition to unite to> 
gether, which they ought, by all means^ to cultivate and iqi^ 
prove. It must be a great comfort to people, when they 4[sU .ai]i. 
der any calamity, to know that there are many others w)]^ 
sympathize with them; a great load of grief is mightily lessen^ 
when it is parcelled out into many shares. And then joy, iit aU 
our passions, loves to be communicative, and generally in- 
creases in proportion to the number of those who partake of it 
with us. We defy the threats and malice of an enemy, when we 
are assured that he c&nhot attaek ma single, but must encoun- 
ter a bundle of allies at the same time. But they thajt behave 
themselves so, as to have few or no friends in the world, live 
in a perpetuail fear and jealousy of mankind, because tJi^y ar» 
sensible of their own weakness, and know themselveii liable to 
be crushed oit brokea to j>ieces by the first aggressor. 
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FAB. CXLVII. The Old Woiimu and her Maids. 



A certain old woman had several maids, whom she 
used U) call lip to (heir work every morning, at the 
crowing oP'fhe cock. The wenches who found it 
grievous fo have their sweet "sleep disturbed so early, 

combined together and killed the cock, thinking that 
when the aknn was gone, they might enjoy them- 
selves in their warm beds a little longer. The old 
woman, grieved for the loss of her cock, and having 
by some means or other, discovered the whole plot, 
was resolved to be even with thein; for, from that 
time, she obliged them to rise constantly at midnight. 
THE APPLIQATJHW. 
It can never be cipeeled4iiatt1iuigslioald be, in all respBcla 
4gree3ble to our wisiiesj and if tliej are not verj bad indeed, 
we ought ia man; osBes to be coatented witb themj lest nhea 
throagti impa^ence, we precipitately quit qui preeeot Condi, 
tion^f life, we may lo our Borrow find, with the old Baying, Ii«l 
•eMoiJI come* > belter. Before wa allerapt. aayaUeralion^ 
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mommt, yn ihould he certain wh&t atats it will prgdooe; flr, 

when thing! ira ulieidy bad, lo make them worse br tiyiag ex- 
perimenti, ii on or^ment oF great weakaeu and mUj, uul u 
— ■ ' -- ■ ■ ■■■ -Bjlatt "-- =' 



e attended with too Tote repenttuice. 
raally such, aught b; all means to be redrsiaed, proridsd wa 
can be mra of doing it with Buccea^ but we hod better, a^ any 
tioM, bear with eome incoaveniences, Ibon make our cooditioD 
<M>ne, by attemptiOg to mend it. 
FJiO. CXLVIfl. The FalcbneT and the Partndge. 



A FHlconer having taken a Partridge in hia nets, 
the bird i>egged hard for a reprieve, and promised the 
man, if he would let him go, to decoy other Par- 
tridges into hia net. No, replies the Falconer, I wan 
befoiedeterminednot to spare you, but now you ha V'! 
condemned yourself by your own worda; fur be who 
IB flucb a scoundrel, aa to ofiet to betray his friends, 
to iBM himself, deserves, if possible, worse than death. 
THE APPLIOATION. 

However contenieni it may bo for ui to Jike the IrPiMn, yel 
ws inuil be vcr; desli.Uio ul'ltonDUi-, nu[ lo haU and alnminalj 
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ttm traitor* And accordingly, history fumisheB us with manj 
instances of kings and great men, who have punished the actors 
of treachery vfi& death, though the part they acted has been so 
conducive to their interests, as to give them a victory, or per- 
haps the quiet possession of a throne. 

Nor can princes pursue a more just maxim than this; for a 
traitor is a viUain of no principle, that sticks at nothing to pro- 
mote his own selfish ends: he that betrays one cause for a great 
sum of money, will betray another upon the same account; and 
therefore it must be very impolitic in a state to suffer such 
'wretches to live in it. 

Since then this maxim is so good, and so likely at all times iti 
be practised, what stupid rogues must they l^, who undertake 
such precarious dirty work! If they miscarry, it generally proves 
iatal to them from one side or other; if they succeed, perhaps 
they may have tbo promised reward, but are sure to be detest- 
ed, if suffered to live, by the very person that employs them. 

> V. ■ ■ 

z !2 



BTO JESOP'S PAELEa 

FAB. CXUX. The Porcupine and the Snakes. 



A Porcupine wauling to shelter himself, desired & 
nest of Snakes to give him admittance into their cave. 
They were prevailed upon, and let him in according- 
If ; but were so annoyed with his sharp prickly quills, 
' timt they soon repented of their easy compliance, and 
entreated the Porcupine to withdraw, and leave them 
their hole to themselves. No, says he, let them quit 
the place that do not like it; for my part, I am well 
enough satisfied as I am. 

THE APPLICATION. 
Some people ars of such bru^b inhoepitabla tempers, tlut 
thero IB no liviag with them, without great!; incamniodiiv oor- 
nrlvRS. Theriafne, before ws enter into an; degree of trieud- 
■hip, alliance, or ptrtnerehip with any peinn whaterer, we 
■houM tboroi^hlf cooBidei his nature and qualities, his ciicum- 
■tuceaandhishuniaut. There ought to be something in each 
at these leipects to tall; and corresiiond with our own mea- 
atires. to suit our genius, and silnpt itselfto the size and propor. 
ires, otherwise our ussociation, of whatever kind, 
life. 
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Ybun^ men are apt to ran into this error; and beiar warm 
in all their passions, throw open their arms at once, and admit 
in tibe greatest intimacy, persons whom they know Uttie o^ but 
hv false and uncertain lights. Thus they sometimes receive a 
vtper into their bosom, instead of a friend; and take a porcopine 
fi>r a consort, with whom the^ are obliged to cohabit, tiiougfa 
abe ipay prove a thorn in their sides, so long as they live. A 
true friend is one of the greatest biessiags in lite; therefore, to 
be mistaken or disappointed of such an enjoyment, when we 
bopB to be in full possession of it, must be as great a mortifica- 
tion. So tlikt we cannot be too nice and scrupulous in our 
cboice of those who are to be our companions for Ulb; for they 
must have but a poor, shallovir notion of friendsliip, who intend 
to take it like a lease, for a torm of years only. In a word, the 
doGtrin^which this fable speaks, is to propare us against being 
injured or deceived by a rush combinution of any sort. The 
manners of the man we desire for a friend, or of the woman we 
like for a wife, oi' the person witli whom we would jointly man- 
age and concert measures for the advancement of our temporal 
interest, should bo narrowly an4 cautiously inspected, before 
we embark with them in the same vessel, lest we should after 
cor mind when it is too late, and think of regaining the shore, 
after we have launched out of our depth. 
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FAB. CL. The Peacock and the Mafpic. 



The birds met together upon a tin^, to choose s 
king. And the Peacock standingcandidate, display- 
ed his gaudy pluniea, and catched the Byea of the sil- 
ly multitude with the richness of his feathers. The 
majority declared for him, and clapped their wings 
with great applause- But, just as they 'were going 
to proclaim him, the Magpie stepped forth in the 
midst of the aasemhly, and addressed himself thudijto. 
the new king: may it piease your majesty elect, to 
permit one of your unworthy subjects to represent to 
you his suspicions and apprehensions, in the face of 
this whole congregation; we have chosen you for ^ur 
king, we have put our lives and fortunes into your 
hands, and our whole hope and dependence is upon 
you: if therefore, the Eagle, the Vulture, or the Kite, 
should at any time make a descent upon us, as it is 
highly probable they will, may your majesty be so 
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gracious u to dispel our fears, and clear our doubts 
about that matter, by letting us know how you intend 
to defend us against themt This pithy unanswerable 
question, drew the whole audience into so just a re- 
flection, that they soon resolved to proceed to a new 
choice* But, from that time, the Peacock has been 
looked *upon as a vain insignificant pretender, and the 
Man^ie esteemed as eminent a speaker as any among 
the whole community of birds. 

THE AFPLICATION. 

Form and oataide, in the choice of atulsr, shdold not be bq 
much xe^fmrded, u the qoalitieB 'and mdowmenti <^ the mind. 
la chatmuig Ifitdt of oorporatiooa, firom the king of the land, 
dilWB to the master of a company, upon eyery neir election, it 
BhoBld be inquired into, which of the candidates is most capa. 
bib at Bdwvadsig the irood and welfare of the oommunitv and 
upon him the c£>ioe should ftll. But the eyes of the multitude 
are so daxded with pomp and show, noise and ceremony, that 
they cannot see things really as they are; and from hence it 
odmoe to pass, that so many absurdities are committed and 
maintained in the world. People should examine and weigh 
the real worth and merit of the person, and not be imposed 
npon by iUse coloun and jwetences, of I know not what 
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FAB. CLI. The Parrel and hit Cage* 



A Panot, which belonged to a person of <iualit7, 
nas fed every da; with plenty of choice dainties, and 
kept in a stately cage, which waa set abroad upon a 
^larble table in the garden, that he might enjoy the 
light of the sky, and the freshness of the air, to the 
best advantage. His master, and all the family, when 
they talked to him, used the most tender and fond ex- 
pressions, and the disorder of 'his feathers was smooth- 
ed with kindly touches, by the fair hand of his lady. 
Yet, nnt withstanding this happy situation, he was un- 
eapy, and envied the condition of those birds who liv- 
ed free in the wilderness, and hopped up and down, 
unconfined, from bough to bough- He earnestly long- 
ed I6 lead the same life, and secretly pined with grief, 
because his wishes were denied him- Aftpr some 
tiitie, however, it heppi'ned Chat the door of his cage 
was left unfastened, and the long wished for opportu- 
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nity was given him of making an elopement., Accord« 
i^glj) out he fiew, and conveyed himself among th» 
shades of a neighhouring wood, where he thought to 
spend the remainder of his days in content. But 
alas! poor Poll was mistaken; a thousand inconveni- 
ences, which he never dreamt of, attended this elope- 
ment of his, and he is now really that miserable crea- 
ture, which before his imagination only made him. — 
He is buffetted by the savage inhabitants of the grove; 
and his imitation of a human voice, which formerly 
rendered him so agreeable, does but the more expose 
him to the fierce resentment of the feathered nation. 
The delicate food with which he used to be fed, is no 
more; he is unskilled^ in the ways of providing for 
himself, and even ready to die with hunger. A storm 
of rain, thunder and lightning, fills all the air, and he 
has no place to screen and protect him: his feathers 
.are wetted with the heavy shower; and blasted with 
the flashes of lightning. His tender nature, suited to 
a milder climate, could not stand the severe shock; 
he even died "iinder it. But just before he breathed 
his last, he is said to have made this reflection: ah^ 
poor Poll! were you but in your cage again, you would 
never wander more. • 

THE APPLICATION. 

This fable may be a proper lesson to those who are possessed 
with a spirit of rambling, and trying experiments; wbo are so 
in&tuated with tlifese airy notions, that though they have a 
warm house over their heads, and a good table to eat 4t, kiod 
indulgent parents, or fond husbands, yet they cannot be con^ 
tented, but must sally forth into the wide world, and pass, as it 
were, into a new and untried being. People may have felt 
im^iginary ineonvenienoffs at home; but as they have been use^ 
to live in a dependence upon otherO^t them go abroad, and try 
toshifl fyr themselves, and th^ will, in all probabilitjt, soon 
feel real miseries. No ship puts to sea without an experienced 
pibt; nor do armies take the field, but under a general of eon« 
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duct lod mange; yet •□me women mud children are so per* 
Teiee uid wronv-beuled, tiat, thej will leara i qoiet auSa port, 
and Ivmch out into a world of liouble uid danger*, witbcnt the 
least ahue of discretion to steer their ooaiae by. How cu 
tbev bope to escape splittiog upon eveij rock, who ore thus 
rub and adienturaiu? A seTera n^ntuice, lilBi lach elope- 
ments, is generally as certain as it u ateien aqd unregarded. 

, FAB. CLn. T&e Fawlet,and the Riiig.«h>Te. 



A Fowler took hia guD, and went into the woods a 
Bfaooting. He spied a Ring-dore amon^ the braochea ' 
of an oak, and intended to kill it. He clapped the 
piece to his shoulder, and took bra aim accordinglr; 
but just as he was going to pull the trigger, an ad- 
" c the grass, atung 
\9 loreed to q>iit 
„ . B gun down in a paaeion.n- 

The poison immediately infected his blood, and hi« 
whole bodj began to mortify; which when he perceir- 
ed, he could no( help owning it to be juat. Pate, be 



uui juBi vs nts Vila j^iu^ U3 jvuit Liic uj 

der which he bad trod upon, under the 
him BO paiafbUyin the leg, that be waa (• 
his design, and throw bis gun down in 
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MySy has brought destruction upon me, while I was 
cootriring the death of another* 

THE APPLICATION. 

This is another lesBon Against injustice; a topic in which our 
jiwt iuthor afoocmds. If we consider the matter fiurly, we 
moflt allow it to he as reasonable that some one shtald Jo yio- 
Ifllice to ns, as we should commit it upon another: when we wre 
imfartial in our reflections, thns we must always think. Hie 
QBJiut man, with a hardened, unfeeling iieart, can do m. thou- 
smd hitter tilings to others; but if any singh) calamity tauches 
himself, O how tender he is! how insupp<utable is the uneasi- 
negs it occasions! Why should we think others bom to hard 
treatment, more than ourselves? Or imagine it to be reasonaUe 
to do to another, what wcourselyes would -be unwilling to suf- 
fer. In our behaviour io all mankind, we need enly ask our- 
selves these plain questions, and our conscience will tefi us how 
to eot Conscience, like a cood valuable domestic, plays the 
rememhranoer to us upon au occasions, and gives us a genfle 
twitch when we are goine to do a wrong thing. 

It does not, like the adder in the fable, bite us to death, but 
only gives us kind cautions. However, if we neglect these 
just and frequent warnings, and continue in a course of wicked- 
ness and injustice, do not let us be surprized if jtrovidenoe 
thinks fit at last, to give us a home sting, and exercise a little 
Retaliation upon us. 

2 A 
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FAB. CUIb ne Sow ami tke WolC 



^A Sow had just farrowed, and lay in the sty, witb . 
her whole litterof pigs about hct. A Wolf, who long- 
ed for one of them, but knew not bow to come at it, 
endeavoured to iiieinuate himself into the Sou-'s gwd 
opinion. And accordingly, coming up to her, how 
does the good woman in the straw do? says he; can I 
-be of any service to you, Mrs, Sow, in relation to your 
- IHtle family bereT If you hare a mind to go abroad, 
and air yourself a littte or bo, you may depend upon 
it, I will take as much care of your pigs as you couirt 
ilo youraeIC You* humble seiranit, e»fn t)ie Sow, I 
thoroughly understand yotrr meaniug; and to let you 
know I do, I most bo so free as to tell you, I btd rather 
have your room than your componyrand tlicrefore,if 
you wouW act like a Wolf of honour, and oblige me, 
I beg I iiwy Dcver ace your fi'ce again. 
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THE APPUCATIOM. 
' Vha being officimBly food lutam) uid ciTil, ia (aiiiethiiig ao 
lincoimDan in the world, tbat one cumol heai ■ maa make pro- 
^e«ion of ili^without being garpriaecl,or at least, Baipectiitg the 
jdiemtereetedneaB of Lis intcnlion. EBpEcially, when one who 
■is a Btrangor to ua, or (hough known, is ill eel*emed by as, will, 
be xoaking ofFpn of aprvices, we have great reason to look ta 
OurselTeo* and exert a shynMs^nd ooldoeH towards him. We 
Bhonld resolve not to receiie even ikionn from bad kind of 
people; for should it happen that some immediate mischief was 
not couched in them, yet it is dan^roos to have obligations to 
BiH^ or to give thcio aji oppoTtonity of making a copiniunica- 
tibn with OB. 

PAB. CUV. The Huabaninmi.and the Stork. 



Thb Husbandman pitched a iwtin his fields to take 
the Cranes and Geese, which cam© to feed upcm the 
new-sown corn. Accordingly, he took sevetal, both 
Cranes and Geese, and among them a Stork, who 
pleaded hard for his life, and among other apologies 
which he made, alleged that he was neither Goose nor 
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Crane, but a poor barmless Stork, who performs his 
doty to his parents to all intents and purposes, feed- 
ing them when they are old, and as occasion requires, 
carries them from place to place upon his back. All 
this may be true, replies the Husbandman; but as I 
faave taken you in bad company, and in the same 
crime, you must expect to> suffer the same punish* 
ment. 

THE APPLICATION? 

If bad company had nothing else to make us shon and mwoid 
it, this, methmks, might be sii£cient, that it infects and Udnta 
a man*8 reputatioato as great a degree, as if he vrere-tlKHoii^h. 
ly versed in the wickedness of the whole gang; What is it to 
me, if the thief who robs me bf my money, gives part of it to 
biuld a ehnrch? Is he ever the less a thieO Shall a wonuu's 
going to prayers twioe a day, save her reputation, if slfte ia 
known to be a malicious lying gossip? No, such mixtoiM of 
religion and sin make the offences but the more flagraiit, as 
they oonvince us, that it was not oommitted crtit of igBoraxwe. 
Indeed, there is no living without being guiky of aqmo iaults^ 
more or lecp; ^hich the world ought to be good nattured enoi^fh 
to Qirerio6k, in consideration of the general frailty of mankiBd, 
when they are not too ^ross and abundant But when we are 
80 abandoned to stupidity, and a neglect of oar reputatioo, tts 
to keep bad ocnapany, however litue we may 1m criminal In 
reality, we must expect the same censure and punishment as 
IS due to the most notwious of our companions. 
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I^ATl. CLV. 71^e Shepherd's Boy. 



A certain Sbejtherd's boy kept hia sheep upon a 
common, and in aport and wantonness would often cry 
out, the wolf, the woir. By this meana, he several 
times drew the huabandmen in an adjoining field from 
their work; who finding themaelves deluded, resolred 
for the future to take no notice of his alarm. Soon 
after, the Wolf came indeed. The boy cried out in 
earnest. But no heed heinj; given to bis cries, the 
sheep are devoured by the wolf> 

THE APPLICATION. 
He tint is d«tocted lor being & notoriotit liu*. beBicIes the 
ignoiDuiy and reproach of the uiing, incan thi* rniichief, that 
he triU Karca be able to got uij one to belicTS bim igiin, as 
long at he liyei. Howerei troe our com)Jaiiit mar be, or how 
much soever it hut be tor oor inlereit to hivo it belirved, f i^t 
if we faice been frequently caught trippinjr bclbrc. we ihall 
hudlybe able to gain credit to what we relate anenmirda. — 
Thonj[h nvnkind are gmerany atapid enough (o be often im- 
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poaed upsD, jet few ara to senaelen u to b*lien an 

liar, or to truet 'a cheat upon record. Tbeae Uttlo ihaipa, wbMi 
baai oat, aie wiffielentl; prejadidal to the inUreat of ireij 
ptijtitB ^twoo who pracliaei tliem. Bat, when we »re alarcD- 
ed wUb imaKiiuu; lUagers in respect tf the pablio, till timacry 
{mwi qnits itile ud tbie&dbus, bow can it be «xpetAB<l wa 
■bouU Mow when to gaaii ounelvai igiinst red oi-es. 

FAB. CLVI, The Serpent aiidaie Man. 



A child wu playing in a meadow, and by chance 
trod upon ft serpent. The serpent, in the fur; of hii 
passion, turned up and bit the chiid with his poison- 
ous teeth, so that it died immediately. The. father 
of the child. Inspired with grief and revenge, toidi > 
weapon in hie hand, pursued the serpent, and before 
he could get into his hole struck at him, and topt off 
a piece of his tail. The next day, hoping by this 
atratagem to finish his revenge, he brought to tho 
serpent's hole, honey, meal and salt, and desired him 
lo come forth, protesting, that he only sought a re- 
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conciliation on both sides. However, he was not 
able to decoy the serpent forth, who only hissed from 
within to th& purpose: in vain you attempt a recon- 
cilifttidD; for, as long as the memory of the dead child 
and the mangled tail subsists, it will be impossible 

for yott and I to have any charity for each other. 

i 

THE APPLICATION. 

Thi maa who has iniared you, will ndver fiirgivB jaa, la a 
Spankh proverb, and after their dry way, a very good one. It 
aaema odd at first sight, because one would thmk the back- 
wardness to ibrrive should be on the side of him who received 
th# iiijnrV; but tiie truth of the maxim lies, with more certainty, 
on the other side. 1%e consciousness of having provoked the 
reseiitment of another, will dwell so continually upon the mind 
of the aggressor, that he cannot rest till ho has finished his 
work* axid put it as much as possible out of the enemy's power 
to make any return upo^ him. Therefore, as the serpent wise- 
ly observes, it is in vo^n for' two people, who have palpably in- 
jurad each other, ever to expect to live well together for the 
fbture. Morality bids us to fiirgive our enemies, add the voioe 
of reason confirms the same; but neither reason nor morality 
Ud us enter into a friendship with, or repose a confidence in 
those who have injured us. We may resolve not to return ill 
usage; but ought never to be forgiven, if^ when we can prevent 
it, we put ourselves into our enemy's hands. 



FAB. CLVII. Tie Swallow and o&tr Krda. 



A Fanner was sowing his field wifb flax. .The 
Swallow oli^RrTed it; and desired the other birds lo 
awiist her in picking the seed up, and destroying it; 
telling' them, that the dax was that piMnicious ma- 
terial, or which the thread was composed which n»de 
Mie fowler'a nets, and hy that m^ana .contributed to 
Ifae ruin of so many innocent birds. But the poor 
Swallow, not having the good fortune to be regarded, 
the flax sprung up, and appeared above the ground. 
She then put them in mind once more of their im- 
pending danger, and wished them to pluck it up in 
the hud, before it went any farther. They still ne* 
glected her warnings, and thp flax grew up Into a high 
stalk. She yet again dedred them to attack it, for 
that it was not yet too lale. But all that she could 
get was, to be ridiculed and despised for a sill;f.pie- 
(onding pri^het. The Swallow, finding all ber »• 
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nxMWlratices availed nothing, was resolved to leave 
the society of such unthinking careless creatures* be- 
fore it wa9 too late. So quitting the woods, she re- 
{Mured to the bouses; and forsaking the conversation 
of tbe birds, has, ever since^ made her abode among 

the dwellings of ihen. 

♦ 

THE APPLICATION. » 

ftm0lt, we ■hcndd always exercise so mooh hamanity, as to 
roar the welfiuD of mankind; particularly of oar aoqfiaio> 
tanee and relationi^ and, if by nothio|r farther, at least by oar 
good advice. VIThen we have done this, and if occasJiBi reqnir- 
ed, continued to repeat it a second or third time, w#%haU have 
acfiiiitled ourselves sufficiency from any imputation upon their 
miBcayriagqit and have nothing more to do, bat to separate our- 
aelwe fit>a]m^iiL t|^t we may not be involved in their ruin, or 
be-mpooied to piutake of their enor. This is excommunica- 
tion miah reason illows. Fot, aii it would be cruel on the one 
md% to persecute and hart people for being mistaken; so, on 
tbo olher,^ it would be indiscieet and over comphusant to keep 
them oompany through all their wrong notions, and act ood- 
trary to imr opinil^ out of pure civility. 
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FAB. CLVlll. rSe Trumpeter laJim Prisoner. 



A iTumpeteT Deing taKen prisoner, in ^Dattie, Dig- 
ged faatd tof quarters, declai'ing hia innocence, and 
proteetinf, that he neither had, nor could kill any 
inan, beating no armi but only his trumpet, nhich he 
was obliged to sound at the word of command. For 
that reason, replied his enemies, are we delerntioed 
not to spare you; for though you yourself never Ggbc, 
yet with that wicked instrument of '^oura, you blow ; 
up animosity between other people, and so are the 
occasion of much bloodshed. 

THE APPLICATION. ' . 

A mnn niBj tv p'ullty of murder, who hai Berer hindtrd i 
urmri, or pulled q Irk'ser, or lifted up his arm wilh iny nii- 
filii^irouB wcapnn. Tiioro ia «. litUo incendiary, eallcil the 
touaiie, irliich is mole vpnomoiM than ■ poieoncd arrair,anit 
luoro icilllne than a twn-tdgod sword. The moral of lire liMo 
(iHT'-'brc U lhi«, that if in any civil inaurrccliaii, thn penoni 
takcii in iiruu agaiiut tljE government deaema to dia, miidi 
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taora do tkej, wbow dsvilUh tonraei giv» birlh to Uib ledUrao. 
aad MCitad the tumulL When wicieil priests, . iMlOTd oT 
preoctihi; peace ind oharily, employ Uial ongioe of icuKkL 
•fa^-toigruB". to fijiDBQt tflhelKoDB, whether thoj aueeaH ia 
Ui** .d«^pu or aX, they ought to be aayenYj paDisfaMl; lor 
they hn» *mB wh« b tbam Uy, to net fclk* togethei by Um 
OQr«,tfiey haio blfcwn Uie tirnnpet^id BOimded the idsrnii and 
iTi^aiuub «re «.t (toslnif ed hy^swoid, it u none of their 

. #FAB.^CL1X. . TTu: Hare and (fa Tortoise. 



A Hare insulted the Tortoise upon accomt of his 
E^ownesS, and vainly boasted of her great speed in 
ruDning. Let us make a match, replied tl^ Tortoise, 
1 will run with you five miles for five pouads, anS the 
Fox yonder shall b« umpire of the race. The Hare, 
agteed't-and away ibey both started toother. Bui 
the Hue, by reason of her exceeding swiftness, out- 
ran fhe Tortoise, to such a degree, that she made s 
jest of the matter; and finding herself a little tired 
•quatted ia a tuA of fern that grew by the way, and 
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took a nap; thinking that if the Tortoise went by, she 
could at any time fetch him up, with all the ease 
iraaginahle. In the mean while, the Tortoise came 
jogging on, with a slow but continued motion; and 
the Hare, out of a too great security and confidence 
of victory, over-sleeping herself, the Tortoise arrived 
at the end of the race first. • 

THE APPLICATION. $ 

Indiutry and application to biudness makes a m en d a ftp tin 
want of a quick and ready wit Hence it ia, that the vicfory is 
not always to the strongs, nor the racd to the swift. Men of 
fine parts are apt to despise the drud|;ei^y of bosiness; b«£t by 
afieoting to show the superiority of their genius, iqpon many 
occasions, thev run into too great an extreme the other way; 
and the admmistration of their aHairs'ia ruined tkroagk idle- 
nass and neglect What advantage has a man from the ftrtili. 
tjjT oilm mvention, and the vivacity of his imagination, nnless 
ms resolutions are executed with a suitable and unintemiiited 
rapidity? In short, your men of wit and fire, as they are called, 
are offon times sots, slovens, and lazy fellows;' they aie gene- 
rally proud and conceited to the last degree; and in tbs main, 
net the fittest persons for either conversation or bUBiness.*- 
Such is their vanity, they thiidc the sprightliness of their 
humour inc(»sistent with a plain sober way of thinking and 
speaking, aiul able to atone for all the little neglects of their 
business and person. But the world will not be thus unpoaedi 
upon: the man who would gain the esteem <^ others, and make 
his own fortune, must' be one that carries his point effectually, , 
and finishes his course without swerving aqd loitering. Men 
of dull parts, and slow apprehension, assisted by a oontinaed 
diligence, are more likely to attain this, than vour brisk retail- 
ers of wit, with their affected spleen and indolence. And, if 
buMness be but well done, no matter whether it be done by the 
sallies of a refined wit, or the considering head of a plain plod- 
ding man. 
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FAB. CLX. TTie Wolf in Sheep's Cbthing. 



A Wolf clothing himself in the akin of a sheep, and 
getting in among the ffock, by this means look tbs 
opportunity to devour many of them. At last the 
Shepherd discovered him, and cunningly fastening K 
rope about his neck, tied him up to a tree which atood 
hard by. Some other Shepherds happening to pass 
that way, and observing what he was about, drew 
near, and expressed their admiration at it. What, 
says one of them, brother, do you make hanging of 
sheep? No, replies the other, but 1 make hanging of 
a Wolf whenever I catch him, though in the habit 
and garb of a Sheep. Then he showed them their 
miatakoi and the; applauded the justice of the esecu< 

THE APPLICATION. 

Thii fable xhowi as, that no legud ii to be bad lo tha owa 

liabit <x ouuidc of uiy parson, bnl to undiigiUBSd w<Kth and ■n- 

Uiiuic virtue. Whon we place ow eitaom upon tha (iitMrnll 
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gtaht belbre w« inform ouraelTes of tho qualities which it cor- 
era, we may often mistake evil forffood, and initead of a sheep 
lake a wolf into our protection, "nwrefore, bowerer innooMit 
Yff saoc^ed any one may appear as to the vesture wherewitii 
i» is clothed, we shall act radily, because we may be imposed 
upon, if fincnn thence we take it K>r granted, that he is inwardly 
as ffood and righteous as his outward robe would persuade us 
he IS* Men of judgment and penetration do not use to give an 
impUeit credit to a particular habit, or a particular coloQr,.bat 
lore to make a more exact scrutiny. 

Batrabere et pellem, nitidus qua quisque p^ ora 
Cederet, introrsum tarpis. H<hu 

He that wonH come up to the character of an honest good 

kind of a man, when stript of his sheep^s clothing, b hut the 

- more d^teitable fyt his intended imposture: as the w<^ was but 

the more obnoxious to the shej^erd^s resentment, by wearing 

p. habit so liUle suiting to his manners. 



.< 
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FAB. CLX1. The Wolves and the Sheep. 



I^E Wolvea and the Sheep had beea a. long (ima 
in a state of w»r toother. At last a cessation of amu 
waa proposed, in order to a treaty of peace, and hos- 
tages were to be delivered on both sides for security. 
The Wolrea proposed that the Sheep should give up 
their dogs on the one side; and that they would deliT* 
er up their young ones on the other. This proposal 
wan agreed ti>; hut no sooner executed, than the young 
Wolves began to howl for want of their dams. The 
oM ones took this opportunity to cr^ out, ■ the trea^ 
wa3j>roke;'aiid so falling upon the Sheep, who were 
destitute of their fsithfiil guardians, the dogs^ tbejr 
worried and devoured them without controi. 

THE APPLICATION. 

In all oar tranmetioni with mankind, even in the moat pri. 

ntn anii Injur lil^i we ihould have a aipeciiil rag;trd how, imi with 

whom wfl (rail uurwlvei. Men, in Ibia mpcct, mi|^t to look 
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DpoB mdi other u wolves, aiul to keep themfctves oader ■ | 
■ecure pajd, and in a continual posture of defencep PajlJcQ-' 
Urij, upon aaj trestiw of impnrtuice, the Becurities on both 
•MeB (hDuld be ttiialj oouidsred; and e&ch ihouU act witb » 
OUitiom 1 view to their own intare8t,u never to pledge or pBit 
with that which ii the very euence and balii c^ their aaie^ 
•nd Well being. 

And if thia be > jmt and reum&ble rule fiir men to gomra 
tbamaelTMi by, in tiwii own piivUe oflain, how much more fit- 
ting and Decmmy ia it in an; canjnnctaie wherein the publio 
k concernedl If the enemy ahaiild demand oar whole ariny S>t 
• InatKge, the danger in our complying with it woold Im bd 
giofa and ipparent, tbat we could not help obwrvlng it; but 
parfaftpe a country may eqwU; eipoM itself by parting wiUi ■ 
pailicalai town oi general, a< it* whole army; ita a^ty not 
■eldom depending u much upon one of the tbimer, aa aposthe 



kller. In short, hoetsna end securities may be aoaMtliing 
MTT dear to Ds, bat oogfit never to be given up, if oar welfcro 
■ju [oeaervatimi have any dependence upon them. 

FAB. CLXn. 71l« Young Mao and &ia Cat. 



;e9ofs fables. <M3 

it; and to Bueh a dejEfree, that he could not rest nei- 
ther night nor day, for the excess of his passion. At 
last lie prayed to Venus, the goddess of beauty, to pity 
him, and relieve his pain. The good-natured god* 
dess was propitious, and heard his prayers; before he 
rose up from kneeling, the Cat which he held in his 
arms was transformed into a beautiful girl. The 
youth was transported with jovi and married her that 
very day. At night they went to bed; and as the new 
bride lay encircled in the embraces of her amorous 
husband, she unfortunately heard a mouse behind the 
hangings, and sprung from his arms to pursue it. — 
Venus, offended to see her sacred rights profaned by 
such an indecent behaviour; find perceiving that her 
new convert, though a woman in outward appearance, 
H'as a Cat in her heart; she made her return to her 
old form again, that her manners and person might 
be agroeabk to each^other. 

THE APPLICATION. 

People, as to their manners and behaviour, take a strong bias 
from custom and education, but a much stronger from nature. 
Iler laws are so strong, that it is in vain for us to ^ to oppose 
them: we may refine and improve, but can never totally alter 
her works. 

Upon this account it is, that we oflentimes see silly, awkward 

blockheads displajing their idiotism and fdlly through all their 

ens^ns of dkgnity; for some natures are so coarse and rustic, 

that all the embroidery of a court cannot eoneeai them. Doubt- 

less audi people were intended by nature for nothing above 

driving hogs to a fair, and laughing at the jokes of a country 

merry-andrew. — Fortune has mand them worthy of her fiivors, 

ami given tlmm a lifl out of the mire; but yet they do Hot fiiil 

to give frequent indications of their true . eompesition, by m 

thoosand little <firty actions. A fine equipage, and a grand 

estate, may raise a man to any exalted station, and procure a 

respect te his outward person; notwithstanding which it may 

so happen that every time he speaks and acts, be eannol help 

playing the fool for tlie hlood of him. 

2b3 



JESOPS FABLES. 
PAB.,Caj£ni. 7%e Asa eating Thiallfs 



An AsB waa loaded with gc»od provisions of several 
sorts, whicb, in time of harvest, he was csrrying into 
the field for his master and the reapers tn dine upon. 
By the nayjie met widi a fine large t^i^tle, and being 
very hungry, began to mumble it; which while he was 
doing, he entered into this reflection. How many 
greedy epicures would think themselves happy amidst 
sueh a vaiiety of delicate Tiands as I now carry? But 
to me the prickly thistle is more savoury and rettshing 
tban the most exquisite and sumptuous banquet. 
THE APPLICATION. 

Uappmentt and misery, and oflontim^a pleofnira and pun 

lor tlun the differBtiCB of taetes. Thai which is one dub'p 
meat ii Bnolher man'i poiwm, it > propoeition (hat ought to bs 
■Hcwod in all psrtieulare, where the opinion is concerned u 
well as in ealin? and drinkinR. Odr wnw>B murt io&tm at 
whether » thing ploBBeB or diirpleaiM hofiiTB we can dacU™ OUT 
jadr»ent of it; and that ie, W any man good or evil which hi) 
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own underataiKfing luggeste to him to bo bc^ and not thtl which 
is agreeable to another^s fancv* And yot, as reasonable and 
as necessary as it is to erant this, how apt we ate to wonder at 
people, fyr not liking this ot that, or how the/ can think so and 
so? This childish haroour, of wondering at the different tastes 
and ofMnions of others, occaipons much uneasiness among the 
generality of mankind. But if we consider things rightly, 
why should we be more concerned at others differing f^mn us 
in their way of thinking upon any subject whatever, than at 
tlieir lijcing cheese or mustard, on6 or both of which we may 
happen to dislike?. In truth, he that expects all mankind should 
be c» his opinion, is much more stupid and unreasonable than 
the Am in the &ble. 



m .Ksors pablesl 

FAB. CLXIV. T%t Horse and the loaded x 



Af idle Horse, and an Ass labourinjf nnder s hea*; 
. burden, were travelling the road together; they both 
belonged to a counlry fellow, who tnid^l it on foot 
by them. The Asa, ready to faint under hla beaTj 
load, entreated ihc horse to asaiat him, and tighten 
his burden, by taking some of it upon his back.-r 
The horse was ill-natured, and refused to do it; upon 
which the poor Aas tumbled down in the midst of the 
high-way, and expired iu an instant. The country* 
man ungirted his paek-saddle, and tried several wayi 
to relieve him, hut all to no purpose; which when he 
perceived, he took the whole burden and laid it upon 
the Horse, tf^ther with the skin of the dead Ass; so 
that tile Horse, by his mbroseness in refusing Co do a 
amall kindness, justly brought upon himself a great 



TOE AWLICATIOIC. 

SclP-love is no rucIi ill principle, if it were but well and truly 
directed; for It \6 impoasifafo, tttst anj mini should love himself 
to any purpose, who withdraws his assistance from his friends, 
or the public. Every government is to be considered as % 
body politic; and every man who lives in it, as a member of 
that body^ Now, to carry dn tlie alle^or^, no member can 
thrive better, than when they all jointly unite their endeavours 
to assiM. ind improve the wbole. If \h» head was to refhse its 
asBistaoc^ in procurinr food for the mouth, they lUiist both 
starve and perish together. And when those, who are parties 
concemed in the same community, deny such assiirtanoe to 
each other, as the preservation of that eommunity necessarily 
requires, their self-interestedness in that case, is ill-directed, 
and will have a quite contrary effect f^om what they intended. 
How many people are so senseless, as to think it hard that 
there should be any taxes in the nation! whereas, were there to 
be none indeed, those very peopto would be undone immediate. 
ly. Th«t litUe property they have, would be presently plunder. 
^ by ftirei|rn or cknnestic enemies; and then ^bey would be glad 
to contribnte their quota even wkhout an act of parliament. — 
The charges of supporting a government are necessary thingti 
and easily supplied by a doe and weU propbrtioned contribu- 
tioD. 

Qut, in a narrower and more confined view, to be read^ to 
usist our friends upon all occasions, is not only good, as it is 
fA act of humanity, but highly discreet, as it strengthens our 
interests, and gives as an opportanity of lighlening the burden 
«fUfe. 
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FAB. CLXV, The Bees, the Dronea, aitd the Waip. 



A parcel of Drones got into a hive among the Beea, 
and disputed the title with them, swearing that tho 
. honey and the combe were tlieir goods. The Bees 
were obliged to go to law with them, and the Wasp 
happened to be judge of the caiiae; one who was well 
acquainted with the nature of each, and therefore tbo 
better qualified lo decide the controTersy between 
thpRi. Accordingly, gentlemen, saya'he, (speitking 
lo both plaintiff and defendant) the usual method o( 
proceeding in these courts is pretty chargeable, and 
slow withal; therefore, na |ou are both my friends, 
and I wish you well, I desirl you would refer the mat- ' 
ter to me, and I will decide betwixt you instantly.— 
They were both pleased with the offer, and returned 
faim thanks. Why then, sajs he, that it may appear 
who is the just proprietor of these honey .combs, (for 
being bolb so nearly alike, as you are in colour, I 
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must needf own the point is somewhat dubious) do 
you, addressing himself to the Bees^ tako one hive; 
you, speaking to the Drones, another; and go to ma^ 
king honey as fast as you can, that we may know by 
the taste and colour of it, who has the best title to the 
dispute. The Bees readily accepted the proposal, b«t 
the Drones would not stand to it. And so judge 
Wasp, without any farther ceremony, declared in 
fisiToUr of the former. 

THE Application. 

Nothing is so sore a sign of a man's being, or, at least, think- 
ing himself in the wrong, as his refusing to come to a refer- 
ence. And, how happy would it be tor the public, if our judgres 
Qow-a-days were empowered to despatch causes in that easy 
expedite way which the Wasp in the faUe made use of. But 
as it is, the impudent, idle, good for nothing drones of the na- 
tion, many times possess mose favours and benefits, which 
should be the rewards of men of parts and industry. 

Princes may easily be imposed upon, if Uiey will take eveiy 
little ieUow*B word for the measure Of his own merit And it 
is indeed scarce possible that the encouragements of a court 
should always be dispensed to the most deserving men; for such 
are too modest to offer themselves* But it highfy concerns any 
government, in. the dispensation of its favours, to distinguin 
those who have behaved well; and not to let places of profit and 
s)dvantage be run away with by drones, who never exsrted the 
least degree of merit. 



FAB. CLXVL Ike Fm in the Wdl. 



A Fox IiaviofT fallen into a well, mods k shifl, bi 
slicking liis claws into the wdea, to keep his be^d 
above the water. Soon aAer, a Wolf came and peep- 
ed over the lirink; to whom the Fok applied himself 
very earnestly for ssaistancc; entreating that he woulil 
help him to a rope, or something of that kind, which 
■night favour his escape. The Wolf, moved with 
compassion at his misfortune, could not forbear ex- 
pressing his concern. Ahl poor Reynanl, says be, 1 
am soiry for you with all my heart; bow could you 
possibly come into this melancholy conditioni Nav, 
pry'thee friend, replies the Fox, if you wish rne well, 
do not stand pitying of me, but lend me some succour 
as fast as you can: for pity is but cold comfort when 
one is up to the cbin in water, and within a hair's 
breadth of starring or drowning. 
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THE APPLICATION. 
Pi^ indaed, u, oT ilael£, bat potR' comjbrt U laj time; and nn- 
leu it prodncei ■oiDethiug' mora sobsUntiil, ui rathsr impertL 
nentJr ImubleBome, tbui anj wav sereeabb. To fUnd b*r 
mouiuig' the misfortime* of our &ienda withont offering •am* 
expedient to alleiiiitA them, is oa]f eclKHDg to tkcii gnef, ud ■. 
pnUing them in miod that they ue misuable. He u Irolj 
my fiiend, who with i. readj preseiKie of mind aapperla ma; bm 
he wbo condole! with mo npon mj ill neceea, uid nji he !• 
very aorT; fbc my loea. Id shoil, a, tmTour oi obligation !■ 
doubled, b; being- well timed; and he ii the best beaefaelor, wha 
knowa our neccsaitieB, and compliea with oar winbea, eren b»- 
fcoe we aak him. 

FAB. CLXVn. 7»« Fox and rte Wolf. 



Thk Wolf having laid in a store of provisiooB, kept 
close at home.aod made much of himself The^Fos 
observing this, and thinking it something porticuliir, 
went to visit him, the better to ioforni himself of the 
truth of the matter. The Wolf excused himself from 
seeing him, by pretending he was very much indis- 
2C 
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posed. All this did but confirm the Fox in bis sus- 
picioQs: so away he goes to the shepherd, and made 
discovery of the Volf, telling him he had nothing 
else to do l^ut come with a good weapon, and knock 
him over the head as he lay in his cave. The shep- 
herd followed his directions, and killed the Wolf. — ' 
The wicked Fox enjoyed the cave and provisions to 
himself, but enjoyed them not long; for the same shep- 
herd passing afterwards by the same hole, and seeing 
the Fox there, despatched him also. 

THE APPLICATION. 

This fable toems to be directed against the odiouB trade of 
iQfi)rining. Not that giving information against criminals and 
enemies of the public, is in itself odious, tor it is commendable; 
bat the circumstances and manner of doii^g it, oi\entimes make 
it a vile and detestable employment. He that accu0es another 
merely for the sake of the promised reward, qr in hopes of getp 
ting his forfeited estate, or with any other such mercenary view, 
nay, even to save his own life, whatever he gets by the bargain, 
is sure to lose his reputation. For, indeed, the most innocent 
company is not safe with such. a one in it, nor the neighbour- 
hbod secure in which he lives. A villain of his stamp, whose 
only end is getting, will ajs soon betray the innocent as the 
guilty: let him l)Ut know where there is a suspected .person,, 
and propose the- reward, and he will scarce fail to work the 
suspicion up to high treason, or be at a loss to give sufficient 
proofs of it 

W^ have no small comfort concerning this sort of people, 
when we eonsider how improbable it is that they should thrive 
er prosper lon^ in their ill-gotten possessions. For he that can 
betray another, for the sake of a little pelf^ must be a man of 
such bad prinjciples, that it cannot be for the interest of any 
community to isuJFer him to live long in it Besides, he him- 
self will not be contented with one single villany; and there is 
no foar bnt he will provoke justice to hurl down upon his head 
«A least as great a calamity, as he» by hli malicious infonna. 
fioa has bfcyoght upon another.. 
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FAB. CLXVni. TJte Frog and ike Mouse. 



There was once a great emulation betveen (Ka 
Frog and the Mouse, which should be master of the 
fen; and wars ensued upon it. But the cn(tj Mouite, 
lurking; under the grass in ambuscade, made sudden 
sullies, and often surprised the enemy at a disadvan- 
tage. The Fro^, excelling in strength, and being 
more able to leap abroad and take the field, challeng- 
ed the Mouse to single combat. The Mouse accepts 
the challenge; and each of Ihem entered (he lists arm> 
ed with Ibe point of a bulrush, instead of a speliT. — 
A kite sailing in the air, beheld them afar off; and 
while they were eagerly bent upon each other, and 
pressing on to the duel, this fatal enemy descended 
souse upon them, and with her crooked takms, car- 
ried off both the champions. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Nothing so much eipoK> a man's weak vide, and hya him 
io open to an enemy, u paaaion and malice. Ho irboae atlen- 
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• 

tion 18 wkoBy fited apon ftrmtng^ a prefect of rdvenge^ in icno' 
rant of the miscbieft that may be hatcninp^ afrainst him Sma 
sdme other quarter, and upon the attack, is unprovided of tin 
means of defending or securing himselfl 

Hoy are the members of a commonwealth sometimes diTid- 
ed amongBt themselves, and inspired with rancour and maliee 
to the last degree: and often upon as great a trifle, as that which 
was the subject matter of debate tetween the Frog and the 
Mouse: not n>r any real advantage, but merely, who shall get 
the better in the dispute? But such animosities, as insignificant 
add trifling as they be among themselves, are yet of the last 
importance to their enemies, by giving them many fair oppor. 
tnnities of falling upon them, and reducing them to misery and 
sl4very> O Britons, when will ye be wise! When will ye throw 
aitray the ridiculous distinctions of party, those ends of bul- 
rushes, and by a prudent union, secure vourselves in a state of 
peace and prosperity? A state, of which, if it were not ftr the 
intolerable foolish and unnecessary divisions at hom^, all tto 
pdwers upon earth could never deprive you. 



XaoVB FABLES. 
FAB. CLXIX. The JOAa and the Weawl. 



A Man had caught a Weasel, and was just going to 
kilt it. The poor creature, to escape death, cried out 
in a pitiful manner, O, pra; do not kill me, for I am 
useful to you, and keep your house clear from mice. 
Why truly, sny^ the man, if I thought you did it 
purely out-of love to me, I should not only be inclin- 
ed to pardon you, but think myself mightily obliged 
In ya6, Biit whereas you do not only kill them, but 
yourself do the same mischief they would do, in eat- 
ing and gnawing my victuals, I desire you would place 
your insignificant services to some other account, and 
not to mine. Having said this, he took the wicked 
vermiiii and strangled it immediately. 
THE APPLICATION. 

Thii fiUile 18 pointed at those who ue apt to impula aetioni 

iihicli ue done »ilh a ptiitte view of tAeir own, to their lea} 

ibi the public. This is tlis case of many a poor Grah.>treet 

milet; who peihapi is far no party but hinmlf, and of no prbi- 

3c2 
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cipk but what u sabaervieat to his own uiterett: yet has the 
ini|HidBnce to erf birnsetf up tor a quondam' conlesBor of the 
cuiaa tlmt happens lo tloutisb, ■ thorough honost man, who 
duMslianhimseirin the worst uftiines. And with thiapoUtio 
view, there are a hundrocl thousand men hi the nation, well at- 
tached lo which parly ;au plea^; who hie serving the inlereal 
III' that side ontj, in tlieir several cajwciLiea. B; this way of 
working, the; havo a double advantage; first, as they procure 
to Ihctnsclves a good number of constant cualomers of the sama 
fdctiiHl; and secondly, OS they arc entitled to some remote share 
"in the government whenever their faction succeeds. But such 
a pretence to favours is, in truth, little better than that of the 
wi*iieL Both may chanco lo hate done the services thej; boast 
OJ) but as tncy were principally intended for the promotion of 
their own private affiim, whatever Uiey might occasionally pro- 
duce, cuinot be a sulficicnl ground for t)iein to raise any merit 
npon. A highwayman may as well plead in his own behaU^ 
that he never robbed any but those who wore enemies to the 
government, and men of unsoond principles. But how abeurd 
would such a pretence bv? 

FAB. CLXX. Maop and tke LnpeTtinent Fellow. 



jEsop's msBter came home, one day, soroewli&t eir- 
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lier than usual; and there happening to be no other 
slave in the house but iEsbp, he was ordered to get 
Slipper ready as fast as he could. So away he rns 
to light a candle, in order to kindle his fire; anjl rae 
iveather being warm, and it wanting a pretty deal of 
night, he went up and down to several houses, before 
he could speed. At last, however, he found what he 
wanted; and being in haste, he made no scruple of 
returning directly over the market-place, which was 
hid nearest way home. But, as he went along, an im- 
pertinent fellow among the crowd, caught him by the 
sleeve, and would have been arch upon him. O rare 
-/Esop, says he, what occasion for a candle, old boy; 
what, are you going to light the sun to bed? Let me 
alone, says iEsop, I am looking for a man. And hav<* 
ing said this, away he scuttled home as fast as he 
could. 

THE APPLICATION. 

It is not every one who calls himself a man, or bears the ap- 
pearance of one, that truly deserves the name. If man be a 
.^^asonable creature, and none ought to be allowed for such, but 
those who fully con^ up to that definition^ it is certain one 
would have occasion for morelight than^hat of the sun, to find 
them nut by. And it is plain that our old philosopher did not 
take the impertinent fellow in the fable for one; nor, indeed, 
■should such be looked upon as reasonable creatures; who, with 
empty nonseiise, which they call wit, unseasonably interrupt 
men of thought and business. When one is disposed to be 
merry, one may bear with any shallow, flashy buffoonery; as 
music, that is not the most. elegant, will keep up the spirits, 
when once they arc raised: but wHen the mind happens to be 
in a serious cast, and is wholly intent upon any matter -of im- 
portance, nothing is so QfTensive as a fool or a fiddle. 



FAB. CLXXI. Tfte Hart and the Vine. 



A Hart, being jursued hard by the hunters, bid 
himself under the broad leaves of a shady spreading 
vine. When the hunters were ^ne by, and had giv- 
en him over fork's^ he, thinking hinself very secure, 
began to crop and eat the leaves of the vine. By [hii 
means the branches being put into a rustling motion, 
drew the eyes of the hunters that w.iy; who seeing 
the vine stir, and fancying some wild' beast had taken 
covert there, shot their arrows at a venture, and kil- 
led the Hart; who, before he expired, ntlflfed his 
dying words to this purpose. Ah! I suffer, justly for 
my ingratitude; whocouid not forbear doin^ au injury 
to the vine, that so kindly concealed me in time of 
danger. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Ingrktitade hu be«n bIwi^b cateemedthe biegeat of crinMi. 
■nd what, an it wore, comprohendB nljothar iicei within il^ 
Nor c«n wc My, iJiat tliis estimuli«ii t« rasdly or uoidTuad?/ 



made; for he that ia 
wUl ho HCruplo towarda" another? If hia" 

felt with the weight of an obhgatinn added to it.inucb leu wiU 
it have uif influence where Uicrc is none. So that npon the 
whole, we raaj conclude that the man who haa been dqcd goil- 
tj of ingralitude, will not stick at anj other crimes of an in- 
ferior nature. Since there is do human laws to punish this 
infamous prevailing mischief^ it would be i great piece of hu- 
man prudence Co mark and obecrve this kind of criminBls, in 
order to avoid all tnanner of communication with Ihom. And 
if this weie atrictl; put in eiecalion, it could be looksd opoa 
as no other than a just and proper punishment. 

FAB. CLXXIL Jlu Drunken HuBbancl. 



A certaiQ womftn had a drunken husband, whom, 
when she had endeavoured to reclaim several ways, 
to no purpose, she tried this stratagem. When he 
was brought home one night, dead drunk, as it aeems 
he frequently used to be, she ordered him to be car- 
ried to a burial place, and there laid in a vault, as if 
he had been dead indeed. Thus she left him, and 
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went away, tilt she thought he might be c<Hne to bfin- 
se!f, and grown sober again. When she returned, 
and knocbed atlheiJoor of thc'vaull, the man cried 
out, who ia there? I am the person, saya she, iji * 
dismal tone, that wnjts upon the dead folks, and I am 
come to bring jou'sonie yictuals. Ah!^;ood waiter, 
says he, let the victuals alone, and bring- me a little 
drink I beseech thee. The woman hearing this, fell 
i^ teanng her hair, and heating hei breast in a woful 
manner: unhappy, wretch that I am, says she; this was 
the only way that J could think of to reform the beast- 
ly aot: but instead of gaining my point, I am only 
convirieed.that this -ilrunkenness is an incurable habit, 
which he intends to carry with him into the other 



TLICATION. 

[how us the prevalence of caatanr, 
imuch to an; evil practice, we may 
as we mny be never able to divest 
("at we are sensible may be prejo- 
'(brtunen, we should lake care aot 
< inta a habi^for though the former 
lur firet setting out, and directed 
10 latter, like a heBd-alrong nnraty 

it wer oT cootrollfng iL— 

■ ..arm, and their intaeinB' 



/ tiailB livel/, it wo^ - Jt 
' the purs/i of inn, 
think itf nil, can : jt 
tion, tiian to enfter 1' 
ink atways at Iciaure 
that which IB ollierv 
onbiaHed Judg mant 
Isaat hufttbt, if not n 



But those among- them, that 

re useful and happj reaota- 

enfter themBeliea to be drawn into a habil, of ba- 



^FUtabl 
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FAa CLXXlll. Tke Blackamoor. 



AcertaiD man havingboir**iC..i< ' 'ioor,wasBO 

simple as to think, that tl s skin waa 

only dirt and liltfa whic^ ted for want' 

of due care, under his fo.. This fault ha 

imagined might easily be removed. Sg he ordered 
the poor black to be put into a tub, and ^as at con- 
itderable charge in providing ashes, .soap, and scrub- ' 
bing brushes, for the operation^" ^.'f *s5rk they went^ 
rubbing and scouring his skin li, v—^ut to no man- 
ner of purpose: for when they haQ repeated their 
wHahings several times, and were grown quite weary, 
all they got by it was, that the wretched Blackamoor 
caught cold and died. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Many penile attempt impouilalitieBtfi>i wuif of Mnwdering 

ttie nature of thin^ uifhl, FMi u («lpablB * Uonder u tbia 

man in the fable committed, thaia aie tliijae wtn are goiltj of , 
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u (teat DMUkw e^wciall; when they endeavour, by OnilfeM 
eoluntioiu, to ruos Bra^eB fiom Ihe mind oi body, of which 
neither is eap^de. When any one weot lo meddle with aiU 
and scieneea, fer which hie genius wns not properly adapted, 
the Greeks had a piererb to turn it into ridicule, by Haying lie 
was no more fit for the baBinesB, than an wb lo play upon ■ 
harp. In eboTt, when people featn to dance without ahape oc 
tneiD, losing or ^ay on music, without a rmce or an car, paint- 
ing or poetry without a genius, it is attempting to wash the 
^bekuDoor white. They can never attain their end, but attiie 
■amtf time eipose themselTee to Uie jocoee humoDra of tho« 
that behold tliem. Instead ofa grace, they accguire adetbrnutj; 
as some boys at school, whom the muster, by ODdaaTOunng la 
whip into a memory, and bright porta, confirms stupid and in- 
Tincibte blockhiads for ever. 

FAB. CLXXIV. The Trayelleis; 



k Two Men travelling upcm tbe road, one of them 

^ WW an ax lying upon the ground, where somebody 

V-Jtad been hewing (imben so, taking it up, says he, I 

"^ nare found an ax> Do not say /, says the other, but 

tee have found; for as we are compaDioos, we ougbt to 
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share it betwixt us: but the first would not consent. 
However, they had not gone far before the owner of 
the ax, hearing what had become of it, pursued them 
with a warrant; which when the fettow that had it,, 
perceived, alas! says he, to bis eompanioB, we are 
undone. Nay, says ffae other, do not say ve, but / 
am undone: for as you would not let me share the 
pri^e, neither will I share the d<VQger with you. 

' THE APPLICATION. 

This faUe hinis to os the oonveniehcy, if not necesaity of 
making of firiendships 6rin and lasting And to this pnrpoas^ 
nothing is so requisite as a strict observance to the rules of 
honour and generosity; for the very life and soul of friendship 
subsists upon mutual benevolsnce, upon conferring «nd receiv- 
ing oUigations on either hand A stin^ reserved behaviour 
starves it; it ought to be open, free, and communicative; withw 
out the kast tincture ^suspicion or distrust For jealousy, in 
friendship, is a certain indication of a &lse heart; though in 
love, it may be the distinguishing mark of a true oofi. 

Nor is there any thing merely chimerical or romantic in this 
notion; Sot if we examine, we shall find, that reason will con- 
firm the truth, and experience evince the utility of it. He that 
hopes for assistance, or accommodation in any exigency or 
time of misfortune, must lay in a provision for it, by watchii^r 
t^lMMcessities of his acquaintance, and relieving the most 
d^H^nflHf them in their straits, by a ready and willing coo- 
trlRuoiiVBy this means, gratitude, which is never wanting 
to an honest mind, will secure us a reasonable fund in rever- 
sion; and all the &vours we bestow, will^ like the tide of a river, 
in doe season flow back again upon ua. 

3D 



FAB. CLXXV. Tile Fishenanu 



A certain Fisherman having laid his nets in the 
river, and encompassed the wliole stream fmm Mie 
side to the other, took a long pole, and fell a beating 
the water, to make the fish strike into his nets. One 
of the neighboiiia, that lived thereabout, aeging^n 
do so', wondered what he tneant; and so g(n^ i^no 
him. Friend, says he. What are you dmng here? Do 
you think it is to be suffered, that you sbi|l} stand 
splashing and dashing the water, and maJie it so mud- 
dy, that it is not fit for usel Who do you think can 
live at this ratet He whs going on in a great fury, 
when the other interrupted him, and replied: I do 
not much trouble myself how you are to live with my 
doing this; only I assure you, that I cannot live with* 
out it. 

THE APPUCATIOM. 

Thii fkble k iBvelled at IhoM, vbo u the prorwb ujm Ion 
t« firii k tiDuUed w«ur^ iWa we mow men of such uf- 
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«rab]0 principlBi, that they do not euro what mischief, or what 
OMiiiisi<»i they occasion in the world, provided thejr maj but 
Ratify some little selfish appetite. 

A thief will set a whole street on fire, to get an op||v>rtnnity 
of robbin|r one house; an ill-natured person will kindle the 
flanM of discord among friends and neighbours, purely to satisfy 
his own malicious temper. And amon^ the great ones, there 
are those, Who, to succeed in their ambitious designs, will make 
no scruple in involving* their country in divisions and animosi- 
ties at home; and sometimes in war and bloodshed abroad; pro- 
vided they do but maintain themselves in power, they care not 
what havoc and desolation they bring upon the rest of man- 
kind. They see all around them conrounded with faction and 
party rage, without the least remorse or compassion. The 
widow's tears, the orphan's cries, and the sighs of despair it- 
self^ cannot affect them. Like the fisherman in the fable, they 
boldly pursue the sport, and only reply, it must be so, because 
we cannot live, as we woald do, without it. What brutish un. 
sociable ^ntiments are these, such as a mere state of natura 
would scarce snggef>t! those that have any traces of equity in 
their breast, or any regard for the rights of mankind, should 
enter their protest against such notions as these, and opposa 
thfl practice of them, with all (heir mind and strength. 



\ 
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FAB. CLXXVI. Mercury and ihe Carver, 



MxRCUBT having a mind to know how much he 
was eeteemeii among men, tranaformed himself into 
the shape of one of them; and going into a Carrer's 
shop, where little images were to be sok], be saw 
Jupiter, Juno, himself, and most of the other gods 
and goddesses. So pretending that he wfuited to 
buy, says he to the carver, what do you ask for tbia? 
and pointing the finger to Jupiter. A groat says the 
cAber. And what for that? meaning Juno. I must 
have something more for that, says he. Well, and 
what is the price of Ihial says Mercury, nodding his 
head at himself. Why, sa^ b the man, if you are in 
earnest, and will buy the other two, I will throw- jou 
that into the bargain. 

THE APPLICATION. 



Nothing mskea a num so chasp and Uttlt in tbe eyes of die 

■ , t;. : — i_;_g^j his own worth,* ' 

ra set ujion bim. He tl 



nine people, 8«hia inquiring aiiot hiB own worth, uid wuit- 
;Ujkno ■ - • ■■ ■• - - 
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busies hutuelt in stating the account of his own merits will 
probably employ his thoughts upon a very barren subject; those 
who are full of themselves, being generally the emptiest lei- 
lews. Some are so vain as to hunt for praise, and lay traps lor 
comnfieadation; which when they do, it is a pity but they should 
meet, with the same disappointment as Mercury in the Fable. 
He that behaves himself as he should do, need not fear procur- 
ing a good share of respect, or raising a fair Nourishing reputa- 
tion. These are the inseparable attendants of tho^e that do 
well, aad in course follow the mati that acquits himseh" hand- 
somely. Bnt then they should never be the cod or motive of 
our parsaits. Our prmcipal aim should be the welliire and 
happiness of our country, our friends, and ourselves; and that 
should be directed by the ruleis of honour and virtue. As long 
as we do this, we need not be concerned what the world thinks 
of us. For a curiosity of that kind does but prevent what it 
most desires to obtain. Fame, in this respect, is like a whimsi- 
cal mistress: she flies from those that pursue her most, and 
fiillowt SQch as shaw the least regard to her. 
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FAB. CLXXVII. Tke Thieves and the Cock. 



Some Thieves, entering a houae with a ilesign to 
rob it, when they ivcre got in, found nothing worth 
talking; l)ul a cock; so ihcy took and carried him otT. 
But Rs they were ahout to kill him, he begged hani 
for his life, putting them iii mind how useful he waa 
to mankind, by crowing, and calling them up betimes 
to their work. You villain, replied they, it ia for thai 
very reason we will wring your neck off; fw you 
alarm and keep people waking, ao that we cannot rob 
at quiet for you. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Tlio same thing whicb recommends us to tlio cBtaeni of good 
people, will mako tbose tliat uc bad, have but an ill opinHni uf 
w. It ia in vain tbr innocent men, under oppreBsion, to com- 

eain lo those who are tho oocnsion of it; nil they cui urge, wlfi 
it make ogajnsl Ihom, and even Ihoir TOry innoccnGO, thootl' 
they fihould uy nothing, would rendet then) BulEcienltj' hN'- 
pected. The aJiice Ihercfore, that this fubie brings along with 
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it, is k> iiiiuriii ua, tliil there ia no triislin^, nor my hopa <^ 
living well with wicked unJUBtnicD. When vice iliHg^riteauMl 
IB in power, vren il poBsiblo lor > good man to livo qoUlly in 
tli« nflig-hlHiuflund at il, and preserve bia integrity, itmigM be 
eometimeB convenienl lot him to da an, rilhcr llian quurtl 
ivith and provoke it against him. But i( ia certain that rof^UM 
are irrecooctlable enentiea to men of worlli: if the Utter would 
be aecure, Ihej muat take a method to free Iheaiaelru fron 
the power and aociuty of the former. 



FAB. CLXXVni. TTie Fox and the Abb. 




An Ass finding a Lkhis skin d sguised himself 
nith it and ranged about lit? lor bI pulling all the 
botistB tliat saw him into a boJilf fear. After he haJ 
diverted himself thus for some time, he met a Fox; 
and being desirous to fright him loo, as well as the 
rest, he Ic3|)t at him with some &ercenesa,and en- . 
deavoured to iinitale the roaring of the lion. Your 
huinblc servant, says the Fox; if you had held your 
tongue, I might hure (aken you (or a lion as othen 
did; l)ul now von br:iv, I kiioiv who yoii are. 
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THE APPLICATION. 

This IB ao trite and oDromon a mibject, that there is 
mny oneVho is i|;norant of it A man is known by bis words, 
as a tree is by the fruit; and, if we would be apprized of the 
nature and ^aKties ef any one, let him but discourse, and he 
himaoif witt speak theqa to as, better tiian another can describe 
them. We may therefore perceive from, this fkble, bow proper 
it is ier thoes'lo hold their tongues, who wocdd not disoorer the 
efaaUownesi <af their understandings 

Assss «tt4 Owls, unseen, tbemsdves betray, 

Wlien these attempt to hoot, or those to bray. Garth. 

The deepest riYors are most nlent; the greatest Boise is erer 
ibund where there Is the least depth of water. And it is a true 
observation, that those who ure weakest in understanding, and 
meat slow of apprehension, are generally the strongest in opin- 
ion, and most precipitate in uttering their crude conceptions. 
When, with a secret awe, we regard the grave dress and im- 
|K>rtant meln of some senatorian pef son, whom we have chan> 
<eed to meet in a CoffeeJiouse, what a speaker do we often think 
he most be, before we hear himi speak! his air brea;thes the 
seriousness of a privy counsellor, snd his erect aspect the digni- 
ty of an eminent patriot; but he utters himself, and undeceives 
us; he brays, and tells the whole company what he is. 
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FAB. CLXXIX. TTie Hen md the Smllow. 



A Hen finding aome Seq»cnt's eggs in a dun^-hill, 
sat upon them inth a desi^ to liatch them. A Swal- 
low perceiving it, flew towards her, and said with 
aome warmth and passion: are you mad, saya she, to 
sit hovering over a brood of soch pernicious creatures 
as you do? Be assured, the moment you bring them 
to light, you are the first they will attack, and reek 
their venomous spite upon. 

THE APPLICATION. 
This &ble ia only to put u8 in mind, ODce moie, of wb>t wb 
luLTe already, mare than once, met trith in the coam of these 
fiibieB, lliat we ■hoold nerar hue hdj thing to do with ill men; 
no, not even to do them kindneaa. Hea of ill priiioip1« ue a 
gsnention of vipeTs, that ougliL to ba crushed under our (M, 
and dtsli'Djed &e liiat oppoitunitj. Every rogue ahould be 
loohed upon by honest men aa a poisonous serpenl; it is not 
mdScient that tii^ aioid and keep clear of him; but if they 
ban soy value lot tbeir own safety, they aboold pereecale and 



Mi JKSOP'S FABLEa 

mul Mm, ud rwidor him incapabtc of ever di^D^ mfichief— 
The ra«n who ia occasioniillj, or by accidenl, one*! eneiuf, 

nbe ciolliBed by kindiiBM, uid reclKimed bj good tamfti 
t, hehsTitror, r»«ecm and nHH-ality botii expect ftooi oe^ 
^t m ihould Bvsr renlve, ir not to sappnM, tl leut to hive 
BO dralin^ with tboM who«e Wood » tinctured with hermbta- 
ty, bshiloal itllunj, and liwir natare laaraned with evil, to lach 
ft dagim, ai to be meap^^ of a refimutioa. 

FAB> CLXXX. 7%e Dog inoited to Supper. 



A gentleman haf ing inTited an BxtTaordinar; friend 
to sup with him, ordered a handaome entertaiDinent 
to be prepared. His dog observing this, thought with 
himself, that now would be a good opportunity for 
him to invite another dog, a friend of his, to partake 
of the good cheer. Accordingly he did so; and the 
slrangc dog wa^ conducted into the kitchen, where 
IiKsaw mighty preparations goine forward. Thought 
he to himself, this is rarel I shatT fill my helly chann- 
irgly, by and by, with some of these dainties! I will 
' eat enough to la«t me a week; oh! how nicety and de. 
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licious shall I feed! while he stood and thus thoi}|^t 
with himself, his tail wagged and his chops watered 
exceedingly; and this dr^w the obsenration of the cock 
towards him; who, seeing a strange cur, with his eyet 
intent upon the victuals, stole softly behind him, and 
taking him up by the t\ii(o hind legs, threw him out of 
the window into the street. The hard stones gave 
him a very severe reception; he was almost stunned 
with the fall; but recovering himself, he ran yelping 
and- crying half the length of a street; the noise of 
which brought several other dogs about him: who» 
knowing of the invitation, began to inquire how be 
had fared? O, says he, admirably well; I never waa 
better entertained in my life: but,, in troth, we ^ank 
a little too hard; for my part I was so overtaken, thH 
I scarce know which way I got out of the houses 

THE APPLICATION. 

There ia no depending apon a Bccond-banded interest; iinfeM 
we know oureeWes to be well with the principal^ and are^^aa^ 
aured of hie favour and proteotbn, we stand up«n.tnit^ dippe^ 
ry foundation. They are straoffera to the world, who are so. 
vain as to think they can be weU with any one by proxy; they 
may » by this means, be cajoled, babbled, and imposed upon^ but 
are under great uncertainty as to gainincf their point, and 9»tif' 
probably Be treated with scorn and derision in the eihk 

Vet there are not wanting, among the several apeeiet of 
fiDpe, silly people of this sort, who pride themselves^ in anisMgi. 
nary happiness, from being in the good graces of a great man's 
friend. Alas! the great men themselves are but too apt to de- 
ceive', and fail in making good their promlset; how then etn we 
expect any good frma these who do not piomise and vow in 
their names?, to place a confidence in such sparks,, i«» indeed, 
80 false a reliance^ that we should be ashamed to be detected iu 
it; and like the cur in the fable, rather own w6 had #b«o well 
treated, than let the world see how']||tIy we had been ponisK 
ed for our ridiculous credulity. 
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FAB. CLXXXl. Jupiter <aid the Hei 



A Herdsman missing a young heifer that belonged 
to his herd, went up and downthe forest to seek it. 
And having walked a great deaf of ground to no pur 
pose, he fell a praying to Jupiter for relief; proraising 
to Bjcriflce a kid to him, if he would help hint to a 
discovery of the thief. After this, he went on a lit- 
tle laTther, and came near a grove of oaks, where he 
found the carcase of his heifer, and a lion grumbling 
over it, and feeding upon it. This sight almost scared 
him out of hia wits; so down he fell upon his knees 
Mice more, and a^dreasing himself to Jupiter: O Jn- 
piter Bays he, I promised thee a kid to show me the 
thi^, but now I promise thee a bull, if thou «iJt be 
BO meici^ as to deliver me out of his clutches. 
THE APPLICATION. 

How iimciruit and stu[nd are same people who {arm thnt 
tutiona or |J» Supreme Being, fVom their owK shsUow conctip- 
tkHU: and then, like iVowai''? children with thcit diUEOS, think 
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h uimkHiit witib hatMU wiadeoi, and tmerrinf juHHie, to eom- 
jpif with all their whimticft] petitions. Let men bat liTt m» 
joslly aM they can, and just providence will give them what 
they oa|f ht to have. Of all the voluntary sins which men eom- 
mit, scarce any are more, frequent than that of their praying 
abavrdlr, and improperly, as well as unseasonably^ when their 
time might have been employed much better. The many pri- 
vate ooHeotAons sold up and down the nation, do not a little coo- 
tribute to this injudicioas practice; which is the more to be 
oonfdefhned, in that we have so incomparable a public Liturgr; 
006 single address whereof, (except the Lord's Prayer) may be 
pronounced to be the best that ever was oompikMl; aiid aloiw 
preferable to all the various manuals of occasional devotion 
which are invented by hawkers and pedlars about our streets. 
It k te Moves: 

Almiobtt Gon, the fountain of all wisdom, who knowest oar 
necessities before we ask, and our ignorance in asking; we be- 
seech thee to have oompession upon our infirmities: and thoeo 
things which for our unwortbiness, we dare not, and fbr ofUr 
blindness we cannot ask, vouehsafe to gite us» for fh0 worthl- 
nees of thy Son Jisos CmisT our Lord. 
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FAB. CLXXXU. Tile Fighting Coei«- 



Two Cocks were fighting for the Boverei^tjr of the 
dung-fiill. And OQe of them having got the better of 
the other, he ttat was vanquished crept into a bote, 
and hid himself for some time; but the victor flew op 
to an eminent place, ctapt his wings, and cnnred oal 
victory. An eagle, who nas watching for his pnf 
near Ute place, saw him, ^nd Biaking a stoop, trnsaed 
bim in his talons, and carried Imn off. The cock tboC 
had been beaten, perceived this, soon quitted his holei 
and shaking off all remembrance of his late disgrace, 
gtUuited the hens with all the intrepidity imaginable. 

THE APPLICATION. 
Thin {Ms sbowa the improprietj and inconTODience nf run- 
ning into eitremea. Much of our happmraa dapeuda npoo 
keeping an evsu baluice in our wonia and aeliotu; in not tut- 
tning Ihe ccale of o<ir leaaon ts moont na too i^^ in time of 
pnaperilj, uir to amk too Imr with tiu vinght (7 mdnne fit- 
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ft 18 ft ^iiMtioa, which shows the peof^e 'in tiie most con- 
temptible Uffht, exulting immoderately upon a fresh acoession 
^ goodt or Deing slyectly cast down at the sudden approach 
of evil. We are apt to wrm our notions of the man, from the 
staibility of his temper in this respect; and account him a bram 
-or a wise .man, according to the proportion of equanimitjr 
which he exerts upon any coange of his condition. But thoufli 
oar reptitation were no ways concerned in the case, and a man 
were not to be reckoned aaCfMEComb for being elated, or a cow- 
arfl for being dejected with the yicissitades of life, yet the true 
regard far our own private salisfaetaon shoold incline us to plwi 
"the philosopher, and learn to keep our spirits calm and even; 
.because life would be a labyrinth-of perplexities without it. One 
-audden tiurh would com« so thick on the back of ^bioUier, that 
vre should be bewildered .in the quick succession of joys and- 
terrorsii without having so much as.a quiet moment to ourselves. 
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FAB. CLXXIUIL ne Young Men aitd the Cook. 



Two young roeo went into a cook shop under pre- 
tence of buf ing meotj aad while the cook's back was 
jpmed, one of them snatched up a piece of beef, and 
gave it to his companion, who presently clapt it un- 
der his cloak. The cook turning about again, and 
tniHsing his beef, began Co^barge them with it; upon 
which he that first took it, swore bitterly that he had 
none of it. He that hrul it, swoie ai heartily that he 
had taken none of his meaL Why look je, gentle- 
men, saya the cook, 1 see yoor equivocation; and 
though I cannot tell which of yon has taken ray meat, 
- 1 am fure, between you bolb^there is a thief, and 
couple of raicals. - 

THE APPLICATION, 
An hon«fit mftn^a word is ■■ good av his otth; uid bo it 
re^B'i loo; for he that will cheat and lia, ^T should he «eni. 
p!» lo forawear himHif I* tha latter more ctfmlnil thueXIff 
of the formorT An IioiHiat insn nceda no oath to. oblige hi 
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n, nffUA only deceives yoa the moro certainly by it; beeaoee 
jrott tnink you have tied hiin up, and he is sure yon have not. 
In troth, it ie not easy, with tiie eye of reason, to discern, that 
tiiere is any good in swearing at all. We need not scruple to 
take an boneet man^s bare asseveration; and we-shall do wroaf 
if we believe a.rqgue, though he swears by the most solemn 
ooths thotp^an be invented. ■ t _ 

There are, besides, a sort of people who are rogues, and yM 
do not know that they are such: who, when they have taken an 
oath, make a scruple of breaking it; but rack their invention to 
evade it by some equivocation or other; by which if they can 
but satis^ their consciences, and ^rve their own scheme, they 
tliink all is well, and never once consider the black and hein^ 
oatt guilt which mus*, att^id such a behaviour. . They solemii#> 
iy call the Supreme Being to witness; to what? to a sham, aa 
evasion, a lie^ Thus these unthinking prevaricating wretches, 
at the same time that they believe Siere is a God, act as if 
there were none^ or, which is worse, dare affront him in the 
highest degree. They who by swearing would clear Uiem- 
eelves of a crime, of which ihey are reaUy guilty, need not be 
at much pains libout wording their oath; for, express themselve* 
how they will, they are sure to be fo|;iiWorii^ 



9mt 



3» JESOe-i FABLES. 

FAa CLXXXIV. TU Jackdaw and iri« Swep. 



A Jackdaw sat chattering upon the back of a Bheep- 
"Peace you noisy thing, says tbe sheep; if I were a dog, 
you durat not «etve me so. That is true enougfa, re- 
plies the Jackdaw, I know very well who I have todo 
with; I never meddle with the suriy and revengeful, 
but I love lo plague such poor helpless cteaturet as 
you are, that cannot do me an; harm again. 

THE APPLICATION. I 

Minr people in tb« wor4d ore of tbelemper of thii Jtokdaw 
.In tlie (able, who do miBcbief (of miBehierB sake; and at the 
■ame time are BOver so well plcued, u wben thfty do it to 0W 
innaeent uid undoMrnno;. Thay love tlnnualwa too W«U to 
nftw VI tnjiiryto one eT their own nulicion* pTlnoiplea, for fbar 
of n BOitaUc i-eturn; bnt deure no better grounds, at any tlnie, 
&r being hurtfiii, tban the pfoepect of being ao with imptinit^. 
How inconBLHtsnt are sncb prttoeedin^ as uiOBe with honor And 
genflriMily; Imw opposite to tbe cliaracter of a great and good 
"•nl and how directly conlruy lo tlie ruiea presoribod for Uw 
■"""■■ tfiwbie and heroic «i«rili 
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FAB. CLXXXV. Tie Fioughman a»d Fortune. 



Thh Roughm&n, as he was ploughing the ground, 
found a treasure. Transported with joy, he immedi- 
ately began to return thanka to the ground which had 
been so liberal and kind to him. Fortune observed 
what he did, and could not forbear discovering her 
resentment of it. She instantly appeared to him, and, 
-you Ami, eaya she, what^a blockhead are yoa to lie 
thanking the ground thus, and take no notice of me! 
you sot yon! if you bad lost such a treawre, insteai) 
of finding it, I should have been the first you would 
have laid the blame upoa. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Ifonr Bdhirt fDOOood lod ([□ «Hll,w«oiiglrt tolet Uramliave 
(be credit of it, la whew intsreBt it ii chiefl; owine, mi wbum, 
npon any miacuriage, m ill muniigenunit, m aboiJd ture found 
fault with. That j nit rale of equity, to do u we mnid be done 
unto, ihould, u near aa we oui, be obflerred in erery action of 
oat Uv«B. Bat ranitj ojul pceiiahneu digpoM n* too often to 
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break it; Due nakM w ucribe thtt to our own good addtCM 
which !■ Dwiii^ to Home accident; the other puts oh i^ioii cbftfg- 
infr Fortune or rnnebod; beaides oanelies, with tint ill me. 
c«u, fbr which we miy probably be indebted to our own Mik 
pidit; and negligence onl;. Wbat titles of honour, wbal sta* 
tiona of dignity, what plaeea of profit in cha[ch and stata ars 
DOW and tbeu paasened b; dull uselan wretcbesl wl» nerct 
cmoe dreamt that tbej were obliged to Fortune alone for their 
happiness in obtaining tliem. Vet if the cam were quite otber- 
wim, if ttMse places had been filled with men of hnoAn abili- 
ties, and thoss creatnnw left toiv and nndialing'uiehed as tltcir 
<A>a uieiit, it ii ten to one bot tlie/ would hare cursed thitr 
Btara, fi-clted in their ill tucli, and stormud at tb« barbarous 
Iraatuienl of their capricious Fortune. 

FAB. CLXXXVI. TieApeandkerlJBoYovngOties. 



An Apebaviji^two joung ones, was doatin^j fond 
of one, but disregarded and slighted Ihe other. One 
day shejshanced to be surprised by the hunters, and 
had mutrh ado to get otT. However, she did not (at- 
get her farourite young one, which she look up in 



her anus, i^ it might be th^ more aeeuro; the ather, 
which she neglected, by natural instinct leapt upon 
her back, and so awaj tfaey scampered together.— 
But it unluekihr fell out, that the* Dam, in her pre* 
cipitate flight, blinded with haste, dashed her favour- 
ite's head against a stone, and killed it. The bated 
one cjimbing close to her rough baek, escaped all the 
4an^r of tlie pursuit. 

• 

THE APPLICATION. 

Tfiis &bie if desigrned to expose the .folly of lome paienilit, 

w)&o« by indulging^ aQd humouring their &vourite children, spui] 

im4 rnin them; while thoi», of whom they have been th9 lea9t 

fi>ad h9.ve do^e very well. The ohUd that knows it can com. 

mand its parentn* aflbctionSf will hardly be brought to know 

how to obey, 7*he fondness of indJMreet parents to fa^^ourite 

d^ildren, jbst blind ad love itself; they are po fiur ftom seeing any 

blei^iiihe« pc imperfections in th^m, that tbeir very d^lbrmity 

is bea^Qty, and all their ng}y lii«ks graces. Tims, without ever 

being* checked and corrected &> their fkiUts, but rather applaii- 

d»d and MTfisSfid Sar them, when they oorae abroad upon the 

theatre of the world, what rook, will th^y npt split tipon? while 

the ehil<l who is' so hAppy as to' escape these very tender re. 

crards, these pernieiou9 |iM}ii|reocep, is obUeed to be good and 

Sonest in its own defence. The parent looks iipon it with fa 

eye clear from the mists of fondaeseu He has no regard to its 

diisiike or approbationf hut fbr his Qwn credit, puts it into such 

a way of education as reason dietates, and forces k to be as ac- 

iKHi»pU«Ml 9» iti cap^ity will admit. 
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FAB. CLXXXVm. 7A« Shepherd turned Merchant 



A Shepherd that kept his abeep near the sea, one 
clear summei's dtij, drove them close to the shore, 
and Bat down upon a piece of a rock to enjoy the cool 
breeze that came from the water. The green ele. 
ment appeared calm and smooth; and Thetis, with her 
train of smiling beautiful nympha, seemed to dance 
upon the floating surface of the deep. The Shep- 
herd's heart thrilled with secret pleasnre, and he be- 
gan to wish for the life of a merchant. O how happj, 
says he, should I be, to plough this liquid plain, in a 
pretty tight vessel of my ownl and to viait the remote 
parts of the world, instead of sitting idly here to look 
upon a parcel of senseless sbeep, while they are graz- 
ing! then what ample returns would I make in the 
way of traffic! and what a short and certain path 
would this be to riches and lionour! In short this 
thought was improved into a resolution; away ha 
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posted with aI4 expedition, sold his flock, and all that 
he had; then be bought a bark, and fitted it out for a 
voyage; he loaded it with a cargo of dates, and set 
sail for a mart that was held cm the coasts of Asia, 
five hundred leagues off. He had not been long at 
sea, before the wind began to blow tempestuously,. 
and the waves to rage and swell; the violence of the 
weather increased upon him, his ship was in danger 
of sinking, and he was obliged to lighten her, by 
throwing all his dates overboard; after this, his vessel 
was driven upon a rock near the shore, and split to 
pieces; he himself hardly escaped with life. Poor, 
aod destitute of subsistence, he applied himself to the 
man who had bought his flock, and was admitted to 
attend it, as a hireling. He sat in the same place as 
before, and the ocean again looked calm and smooth* 
Ah! says he, deceitful, tempting element, in vain you 
try to engage me a second time; my misfortunes have 
left me too poor to be again deluded the same way; 
and experience has made me so wise as to resolve, 
whatever my condition may be, never to trust thy 
faithless bosiMn more. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Bought wit is beit: and the more variety of dhappointmentv 
we meet witb» the greater will be our experience, and the bet* 
ter we shall be quuified to -rub through the world. Mankind 
have a strange propensity for things that are novel and untried; 
and so strong a bias incunes them to shifting and changing, 
that every one disrelishes his own profession, and wishes he 
had been of some other employment The young academic, 
desired to be the most grave of all pro(e8sionl^ hates to think 
of his peculiar habit, or that formal reserved deportment by 
which he is to separate himself from what he counts the plea^ 
Bures of the world, and bid adieu to that irregularity which 
youth so much delights in. He longs for a commission in the 
army, that he mav be fashionably licentious, and indulge him- 
self unquestioned, in the wantoned sallies oC a brisk youthfiil 
appetite. In the meantime, the old sc^er, harassed out with 
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kboritNNi ownpaigaB abroad, and vexad witikthe alow 
of his half pay at hcane, repines at the happf oonditioa of the 
ecclesiastic, fattening in eaae and plenty, and aleeping nnmo* 
leated in one of the upper stafie of a cathedral. With remorse, 
be calls to mind hie fbraier perverseiteia in qnitting « ooUege 
life, and defeatin|f the purpose of his relations, wbo had par. 
chased tlie. next reversion of a &t benefice for Mm. He shakes 
bia head aMJ reflects, that if it ^d not been &r his ^jIIj, in- 
•tlMui of ^W^ limbs, and an eij^ty purse, h» mi^ht have en. 
Jbyed as nMl^leiNure m4 luxury, as any priest in the land. 

Thus, sometones with^ somethnes witii^t reason, we are dnu 
guffted at our station, and euwy those who a^e emfaarifed in 
another way; which, however it may seem. to be a misfiirtone 
entailed upon us, yet carries this advantage with it, that, as we 
are almost sure m bein^r disappointed by a change, we are as 
eertato likewiaa of gaining some ezpwieBce hj tbe bnvgain, 
•nd bebig wiser fi>r the fufwe. - 



S'AB. CLXJKVm. The Ybung Man and the Urn. 



Thbbk was a certain old man, who was )ord of a 
terf great estate; and had one ont; child, a son, of 
whom he was exceeding tender and ibod; he waa like- 
wise one very apt to be influenced by omens, dreams 
«ad prognostics. The young man, his son, waa mighti- 
If'aMicted to hunting, and used to be up earty erer7 
Morning to follow the chase. But the father happen- 
ing to dream one night, that his son waa kill^ by s 
IJon, took it so to heart, that be would not suSer 
bim to go into the forest any more. He built a finn 
cWtle for his reception, in which he kept him close 
confined, lest he diould step out privately a hunting, 
aiA meet his fate. Yet, as this was purely the effect 
of his love and fondness (ot him, he studied to make 
his CoHfln«iiKnI as agreeable to bim as possible; and, 
in order to it, furnished the caatle with a variety oi 
fine pictures, in which were all sorts of wild beasts, 
8F 
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such as the son used to tak&«delight inJmnting; and 
among the rest the portrait of a lion- Tiiis the young 
man viewed one ^nj nunre attentiveljr than ordinary; 
and being vexed in his mind at the unreasonable con-, 
finement which his father's dream had occasioned, he 
broke out into a violent passion, and looking sternly 
at the iion, thou cruel Ravage, says he, it is to thy 
P^rim and terrible form that I owe my iihprisonment; 
if I had a sword in my hand, I woukl thus run it 
through thy heart. Saying thi^ he struck his fist at 
the lion's b^ast, and unfortunately tore his hand with 
a point of a nail which stuck in the wainscot, and was 
hid under the canvass. The wound festered, and 
turned to a gangrene; this threw the young man into 
a fever, and he died. So that the father's dream was 
fulfilled by the very caution that he took to prevent it. 

THE APPLICATION. 

This fable, though it may seem to favour and encourage the 
notion of dreams, and such fancied discoveries of future events. 
Is, however, intende4 to ridicule and explode them. What can 
be more absurd than the practice of those credukms fix>lfl, who, 
having &ith enough to beliem the veracity of oracles^ had the 
impudence or stupidity to try to defeat them afterwards; this 
was making a god with one hand, and throwing him away with 
the other. First they ask the Almighty what he intends to do7 
when he has told them, they believe him and tremble, btit 
resolved to disappoint him if they can; nay, they think theg^~ 
and set about it accordingly. These low inconsist^ott no< 
of Grod, gave the first birth to atheism; and were tboy not too 
common in the world still, that pernicious principiil^, if there ber 
any such principle in reality, would be either entirely rodted 
out,' or grow so thin, as not to hinder the increase of virtue.?*- 
Wh^n the Deity, which the generality of the world acknow- 
ledge, is used as if he wore a Deity of irresolution, instabifity, 
mutability, and passion, men of any discernment iramedlaltfy 
reno&nce such a Deity as that; and, for want of due considlra- 
tion, remain atheists. It being, indeed, less §^bsurd of the twOf 
not to believe in a Snpreme Being at ally than to believe he is 
subjeet to tJie frailties of us wretched mortals, and governed by 
whim and fancy. 




P%. 



.SSOF'S FABLES. 
FAB. CLXXXIX. Tie Hen and the Fox. 



A Rix having crept info an outhouse, looked up 
and dwn, seeking what he .might devour; and at iast 
spi^i Hen sitliriff upon the uppermost perch, so 
high, l|at he could! by no means come ^ her. He 
theti hal recourse to t^s own stratagems; ilear cousdn, 
says he addressing himself to the Hen, how do you 
do? 1 bard that you were ill, and kept within; at 
which I was so concerned, ^at I c<Hild not rest till I 
came tosee you. Pray, how is it with you now? Eet 
me feel your pulse a little; indeed you do not look 
well at all. He was running on after this impudent 
fukomc manner, when the Hen answered him from 
■tbe^roost, truly, cousin Reynard, you are in the right 
on it; I jiever t^as in morg pain iji my life:*I must 
beg youi pardon for being bo free iis to tell y<^u, that 
I see no company; and you must excuse me too for 
not coming down to you; for, to say the truth, mj 
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coAdilioii is 8Uoh, \hBn\l fear I should catqh my ^eati 
tf I should do iU 

THE APPLICATION. 

There ere lOQie people in the world, whose addree* end eai- 
Yersatioo ar« eo impertinent, so Rhocking and disameabjk, tkl 
it is doing penance, and suffering a J^ind of bodiTif paio, tobe 
in their company. When these familiar fools, with their »- 
peated officioosness, ask us how we do, no wonder if we Je 
really sick; fhr bow can we be well whenthdy are aear os^ tfey 
eitiier mean vothing, and are vain, silly impertinents, who^we 
abhoo*; or, cover some evil purpose under a disguise of nausoos 
palpably flattery, and therefore are to be treated with rearve 
an^ caatiun. A man who sees through flattery, is indeed 9^ 
f^om the danger of it- But he should not fan^ satisfied with^at 
If he if » ppiSlie spirited man, he ovtght to dboountena^cttnd 
expose t^e person th<i^t practised it, to prevent it from flotfiab- 
ing ah^ad^ and hurting those who may not be wary enQ^li to 
discern, or stanch enough to resist its attacks. Th^ mo of 
flattery, as tl^ey ar^^ in some degree or otl^er, a cooomoii mis- 
chiej^ ought to' fas treated as eemmon enei^ies: an/d ar it is 
generally their dssign to delude and impose apon othwra If we 
can be beforehand with, and disappoint them, we shall iiot, if 
not geneiQiQsly, y^'bowev^rt fyii^j tnd dis^roetly. 

f 
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.EBOPS FABLES. 
FAB. CXC. The Man and the GnaX. 



Aa a clownish fellow was sitting upon a bank, ft 
Gnat settled upon his leg, and stung it. He clapt 
his hand with great vehemence upon the place, with 
intention to kill the Gnat; but the little nimble insect 
skipping lightly between his fingers, escaped] and 
every time he struck he gave himself a smart blow 
upon the leg, without being in the least able to touclT 
the Gnat., This provoked him very much, sothat in 
the height of his passion, he fell to invoking Hercules. 
O mighty Hercules, says he, since nothing can with- 
stand thy power, aid me, I beseech thee, against this 
pernicious Gnat, and with thy invincible strength, 
subdue him in compassion to me, miserable creature, 
who am tormented with his veneraous sting. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Many peo^ile, like the olown in the fible, are apt lo invoka 

the Almighty upon every little trifling accident Uut befalla 

them< Not in >, habitual unmeaning exclamation, such ai 

2 f2 
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.^ _, I, whichifwawera 

to iaiulra into tern, ua mere Tanilies, uid ntch w we oi^bt 
to te ^t'f'i™' of b»iiag! not ihii Ibe Saprama B^if, who w 
■ILkiuiwiiiKi >nd pment ererj whece, con ba nippwad (• ba 
inonntafaverylittle thought of oar Houl^ or imakla to M"- 
plf with the limidJcitT of oni wubee; bU it u coobai; to hia 
enlte(l''n>ta(e to condoaceDd (o oar paltry aelfiih aebwQoa, or 
to fient aoy of tlMiac petitioaa, which w« oonalTaa, if v« Cal- 
ais, ihoiikl be Bihantod to put op. 

FAB. CK.CI. JTte Deer and the Lion. 



A Deer being hard pursued by the houods, found 
■ cave, into wbicb he rushed for security. But he 
was no sooner got in, than he saw himself in the 
power of a lion, who lay' couched -al the furthest end 
of the cave, and sprung upon him in an instant. Bp- 
ing at the' point of destfi, he complained tiius: un- 
happy cresture that t am! I entered this cave to es- 



JESOrS FABLEa 343 

cape tht pui»uit of men and dogs; and am f^ien into 
the jaws of the most druel and rapacious of all wild 
bcia^ts* 

THB APPLICATION. 

Some fun so iwfi)itunate, as to be oyer Mumipg into troable 
and di^ciilties; ikeir ill-luck seems to ride them through n 
serififl pf jnisfortanes; ant) in- the mean time, like stumbling 
hors^* the more they are spurred, the ofbener they flounce alonr 
in ti|0 dirt, and the more trips they make. But, as much of 
tiiis may Ije attributed to fear and hurry, which, whenever they 
ta^e plaoeC indispose and hinder us from acquitting ourselves 
as we should do; it is therefore highly necessary £>r such as 
"^oiil^ be thought to behave themselves like men, never to let 
fear h(Lve any share in their words or actions. This passion 
blinds uft from disoeminff oi^* true interest; it no sooner points 
out an evitto us, but it throws us into the utmost confusion, in 
oqr manneir *and method of flying firom it. We start from the 
• present mischief, before we have retched upon a place of refuge; 
and in the* hurry, fall into a thousand worse accidents, which 
we have not time to observe and avoid. 

But ^1 this is far below the character of a great and a good 
man. He dreads nothing more than shame; nor is ashamed of 
Any thing so much as fear. Not all the terrors of this, or any 
^tber worldfCan blind ^e eyes of his reason, or disarm his un- 
iderstanding. Honesty dictates to his conscience, and his con- 
science is the rule of his actions. And in this happy situation 
^ bis mind, though the world were to be crushed, and thunder 
in pieces about his ears, he would be found with surprise amidst 
the ruins of it It is peculiar to knaves or fix)ls to be hurried 
through a sense of their own guilt or shame; and to be always 
labouring under jealousies, doubts, distrusts and disappoinl- 
ments. 



r 



FAB. CXCn. TheGaidmetandhiiiDog. 



A Gardener's Dog, frisking about the brink <rf a 
well in the garden, happened to fall into it. The 
Gardener very readily ran to his assistance; but as he 
was endeavouring to help him out, the cur biV him 1>J 
t!ie hand. The man took this ungrateful treatment 
so unkindly, that he left him to shift for himself, with 
(his expostulation; wicked wretch, quoth he, are you 
BO unreasonable as to injure the hand that cornea to 
save your life! the hand of me, your master, who have 
hitherto fed and taken care of you! die as you deserve; 
for so mischievous and ill-natured a creature is not 
fit to live. 

THE APPLICATION. 

AD the obligaUoaB yoa li; upon im ungntefiil pBtmm, are 
throwD away. And therefore, they, wbo would be eateinned 
wi», ■■ well as good, ihould use aome eKaotoesB in the direc. 
tion of their I^Tours aa well u generitsity in the disposal oT 
them. For ihera are Bome of sueb malenjlent tempera, that 
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in reaped lo uii, thit we cannot approecb them, though to do 
tlitom ■. kindoeee, without oDian^ring our own safety. 

Out ^ood aatiue, theielbre, ai ga«l u quality u it is, will 
DQt excuse us, if we fall bto the iiands of tbeie kind of people; 
something muat be imputed to our eBsmessiand want of atteo. 
tion; «jid if we are w free an to bestow our favour* without 
conaidering where we place them, the diaoenung part tf man- 
kind will rank ui in tiie dan of ft" ^ — ^ :— .— j -e 

gJTiag Ui the atqilauaa that ia due to actic 

FAB. CXCin. Tke Cock a 



Thb Fox, passing early one summer's morning 
near a farm yard, waa caught in.a springe, which Ihe 
farmer hail planted there for that end. The Cock, 
at a distance, saw what happened; and hardly yet 
daring to tniiit himself too near so dangerous a foe, 
approached him cautinualy, and peeped at him, not 
without some horror and dread of mind. R«jnard no 
•oonei perceifed it, but he addressed himself to him, 
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with all the designing artifice imaginable, pear 
cousin, says he, you see what an unfortunate aoci* 
dent has befallen me here, and all upon your account. 
For as I was creeping through yonder hedge, in my 
way homeward, I heard you crow, and was resolved 
to ask you how you did before I went any farther: 
but by the way, I met with this disaster; and there- 
fore now I must become an humble suitor to you for 
a knife to cut this plaguy string; or, at least, that yoa 
would conceal my misfortune, till I have gnawed it 
asunder with my teeth. The Cock, seeing how the 
case stood, made no reply, but posted away as fast as 
he could, and gave the farmer an accountof the whole 
matter; who taking a good weapon along with him, 
came and did the Fox's business, before he could 
have time to contrive his escape. 

THE APPLICATION. 

Though there is no quality of the mind jpore gracefhl in it- 
self, or that renders it more amiable to others, than the having 
a tender regard to those who are in distress; yet we may err, 
even in this point, unless we take care to let our compassion 
flow out upon proper objects only. -When the innocent fall 
into misfortunes, it is the part of a generous brave l^irit to con- 
tribute to their redemption; or, if that be impossible, to admin, 
ister something to their comfort and support But when wick- 
ed men, who have been enemies to their fellow subjects, are 
entrapped in their own pernicious schemes, he that labours to 
deliver them, makes himself an assdciate in their crimes, and 
becomes as great an enemy to tlie public, as those whom ha 
would screen and protect. ' 

When highway-men and house-breakers are taken, and con- 
demned, and going to satisfy justice, at the expense of their 
vile paltry lives; who are they that grieve for them, and would 
be glad to rescue them from the rope? not honest men, we may 
be sure. The rest of the thieving fraternity would perhaps 
ccmimisserate their condition, and be ready to mutiny in their 
favour; nay, the rascally solicitory who had been employed 
upon their account, would be vexed that bis negociations had 
succeeded no, better, and be afraid of losing his reputation 
among other delinquents for the future. But every friend to 
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JoBtice miuld btTa do reHon ts be duutisfied at any thing, bat 

a mournfiil rBflection, which he could not forbear making. — 
That while thew httle criminals swing for wme trifling rapine, 
othorB, BO tranacandcntl^ Ihsii superiora in frand and plunder, 
eacape with n whole skin. 

FAB. CXCIV. The Raven and the Serpent. 



A fauD^3r Ravea, flying about in queat of Mb proyi . 
saw a Serpent basking himself upon the side of a - 
Bunny banki down he soused upon him, and seized 
him with his horny beak, in order to devour him; but 
the Serpent, writhing to and fro with the pain, bit 
the Raven with his venomous teeth, to such a degree, 
that he could not survive it. The Raven, in th6 
agonies of death, is said to have confessed that this 
judgment happened to him justly: since he had at- 
tempted to satisfy his craving appetite at the expence 
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THE APPLICATION. 

Tbaj who are of 1 raTeraiaa greedy temper, and fbr ■walfew- 
u^ &U that comM into their way, m»y chin™ to meet with « 
■tioi in the end When people are actiuteil b^ go insaliibk 
4vuiee. thay atick at nothing: vrithout conaidering Ibe lawfijl- 
neai, or indeed, the real emtdument of anapping U all, right or 
wrong, down it roaa; and, if it has not the appearaniM ot fain, 
they are tor malinjf seizore, let the cooaequeiiMa be what it 
wilt 

Thni the coretoiu, whom 6od and man aUMr, pmiiahea 
himaelf lor hia own iniquity. Being deaf (o the vtuce at cot 
•cienco, and the diclat«« of naturri rsawm, and blind to ewrj 
thing* but hia own vile ielQoh viewa, he thrown himBelf aftar 
their getting, with a precipitate violeDCe, and olWn daabM bim- 
■elfto inecea upon an unMsn rock. 

FAB. CXCV. T^e Fox and tke Hedge-hog. 



A Pox was swimming across a ri«r; and when he 
came to the other side, he found the bank so steep 
and slippery, that he could not get up it. But this 
was not all his misforlunej for while be stood in the 



4SaQP*S FABLBB. S48 

water deliberatiiig what to do, he was attaeked by a 
swvra of fliesy who settling upon hia head and eyes, 
atQng and plagued him grievously. A Hedge-hog, 
who stood upon the shore, beheld and pitied his con- 
dition, and withal, offered to drive away the fliea 
which molested and Jeazed him in that sid manner* 
Friend» replies the Fox, I thank you for your kind 
offer» but must desire you by no means to disturb 
those honest Uood-suckers that are quartered upon 
me» and whose belKes, I fancy, are pretty well fUled; 
for, if they should leave me, a &etAk swarm would take 
their places, and I should not bave a drop of blood 
left in my body* 

THE APPLICATION. 

Tliii AUe b reoarded by Anstod^ who tells vm that JEm/p 
«|fl^ it Id the ftimiaiWi as an argument to dtnaade them ftom 
d0|)osing their great nuni^sr <n state. Aad a shrewd and 
weight J one it is too. For iTkninister of state is either an hon- 
e|t pttUic spirited man, and labours fiur the good of the oom- 
aionwealth, or he is chie% h^teat by all ways and raeaas, upon 
fUluvg hb own cofibrs, and upon agmndizing and enriching 
his rmtkms. Now whire the first happens, one need not say 
how much Mehoves every particular man, and all in general, 
' V for thf» continuancatif so wise and eood a patriot But 
^(should tlm[ part with him merely ibr being one of the 
stamp; ibr^ wwever criminal he may be, in naving rob- 
bed wad phmdered the pttblic, we should oonsider that, lUw 
flies in the &ble, he is pretty near fbll, and if he were to be re- 
moved, Woold only roake way for some other more hungry, 
who would' Mfven out of the poor people the remainder of 
their proiier^. 

2G 
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FAB. CXCVI. The Master and hU scliolar* 



ii?er,.not far from his 9ch<H/he hoard a cry as of 
one in distress; adrancin^ a few Daces farther, he bi 



e of his scholars in the water, Ranging tlLfhe bough 

a willow. The boy had, ilj|pcems, beenlearnina to 

swim with corks; and now thinking himself suffi4Pb'- 



ly experienced, had thrown those il^ements aside. 
and ventured into tlie water with.out them; bo((h<; 
foTCe of the stream having hurried him ont of hij 
depth, he had certainly been drowned, had not the 
branch of a willow, jvhich greji- on the {miA, provi-' 
dentiajly hung in his way. 1'he Master took up the 
corks, which lay upon the ground, and throwing them 
to his Scholar, made use of this opportBnity to nad a 
lecture to him, upon the inconsiderate rashness of 
youth. Let this be an exHmple to you, say^ he, in 
(he conduct qf your future life; never to throw away 
your corks, till time has given you strength and ei- 
periciice enough to swim without them. 



JESOT'S FABLES. 351 

« 

THE APPLICATION. 

fiome people are so vain and self-conceited, that they will 
xtin themsekes into a thousand inconveniences, rather than 
be thought to want assistance in any one respect Now there 
mie many little helps and accommodations in life, which they 
"wllp launch out into the wide ocean of the world ou^ht to make 
Qse of as supporters to raise and buoy them up,»till they are 
groUrn strong in the knowledge of men, and sufficiemly versed 
in business, to stem the tide by themselves. Yet many, like 
the child in the iable, through an affectation of being thought 
able and experienced, undertake affairs whioh are too big for 
them, and venture out of their depth, before they find their 
own weakness and inability. 

Few are above being advised; nor are we ever too old to iearn 
any thing which we may be the better fi>r. But young i^en, 
above all, should not disdain to open their eyes to example, ftpd 
their ears to admonition. They shoul(i^]f)t be ashamed to fur- 
nish themselves with rules for their bc£aviomr in the world.— 
However mean it may seem to use suck helps, yet it is realh 
dangerous to be without them. As a man who is lame with 
the gout, had better draw the ob^rvation of^the people upon 
him, by walking with a crutch, than expose himself :to their 
ridicule, by« tumbling down in the i^rU' It is as uni^atural to 
see a yoimg man throw himself ottC into oonvei|sation with an 
assuming air, upon- a subject of Which ^ be knows nothing, as 
for a dfld of three months old to be left to g^ wAout its lead- 
•strings; they are equally shacking and painffi to the spec- 
ial them have but patience till time anct^-ngxperience 
len the mind of the one and the limbs of tHe other, and 
tl^ may both make such excursions as may not be disagree- 
,able or offensive to the eyes of the beholdiBf . ^ 

And here it may not be improper to say something Jry Wiiy 
of application to the whole. It is not ex(>^cted that the^\t%o 
ute versed and hackneyed in the paths o^^life, should treble 
themselves to pursue these little Ioosq sketches of mfrali^y; 
*^ such may do well enough' without them. They are writtep iSr jf 
the benefit of the young, and unexperienced; if they <jN> but 
' relish the contents of tliis book, so -as to think it worth reading 
over two ot three times, it will have attained its end;'and should 
it meet with such a reception,, the several authors originally 
concerned l| those'^fables, and the present compiler of the 
whde, may oe aflowed, not altogether to have misapplied their 
time, io prsparihg s^ch a collation for their entertainment. 




(The figures refer to the page,) 



A. 
Adtiob, when to be reject- 
ed, 157. Who are unfit 
to ffiTeit, 193. Consider 
who gives it before you 
. take it, 62. 

Afiectation, the inconvenien- 
. ces of it, 96. It is the 
* tttoe of beauty, 122. Other 

inconveniences of it, 178. 
Agricaltoie recommended, 

35a 

Athenians enslaved by Pisis- 
tmtOB, 25—29. 

AUomey, draws the 'Squire 
into a mortgage, 63. 

Avarice, and Ambition, fre- 

. cuentiy disappointed, 118. 
Unaccountable, 154. That 
and Envy exposed and in- 
quirsd into, 249. That and 
Ambition ought to suffer, 
83. The inconveniences 
of it, 851. 

Authors merit not by writing 
much, but well, 137. 
B. 

Beauty, that of the Mind pre- 
ferable to that of the Body, 
122. 

Biter bit, 203. 

Brave men, above being pro- 
voked by cowards, 46. 

Bribe cannot tempt an honest 
inan,20a 

2e2 



Britons jealous of strangers* 
126. 

Bullies, .generally cowards, 
139. Overact their part, 
223. 

C. 

Captious, not good to be so, 
102. 

Change, seldom makes things 
better, 268. 

Changeling Plumbstock, Sir, 
vies with Lord Castlebuild- 
er, 42. 

Children ought to take their 
Parent's f^vice, 212. 

Church, those that frequent 
it out of vanity, their re- 
ligion not worth a straw, 
69. 

Civility overacted is suspi- 
cious, 98. 

CofTee-house Politics, ridicu- 
lous, 261. 

Company (when bad) to be 
avoided, 280. It concerns 
us to keep good, 149. 

Complaints, letter let abne, 
206. 

Condition, seldom pleased 
with our own, 349. Un- 
reasoir ble to repine at it» 
73. iKade worse by repin- 
ing at it, 100. 

Ccntent makes a poor man 
happy, 118. 

353 



354 



IMDR. 



Convenatkm, when disagree- 
able, 247. 

Country, and CountrV Life, 
recommended, 83. 'Smurcr 
damns a Couit life, 61. 

Courage, nothing without 
ccMiduet, 109. 

Court, those who frequent it, 
flhould aat value them*' 
selves, 09. ,\ 

Cowttfds cannot impose upon 
those who know them, 144. 

Craft rraelled hy cuntnng, 
aUowable, SE^, 305. 

Critic, enyiousy 61. 

Cunning, generally silly fel- 
tows w1k> set up ^ ill IS^ 
D. 

Death-bed Uepentanoe con- 
sidered, 71< 

Death, dreaded by those who 
pretend to wish fen* it, 134. 

Death and Love, unaccount- 
able, 241. 

Decrees of Fate not to be re- 
sisted, 60. 

Discarded Statesman, discon- 
tented, 61. 

Distress, cru^l to insult peo- 
ple in it, 120. 

Divisions among the great 
ones how encouraged^ 49. 

Do as you would be £)Qe by, 
242. 

Double tongued people to-be 
avoids, 115. Have a care 
•of him, 156. 

Dreams and such idle notions, 
thefolly ofthcm, 351. 
E. 

Education, the efieeta of it, 
218. 



Enemies, not to be 

or thisted, 79. 
£nvy, described, its 

veaieaBeSf 286. 
Evenness of temper reooro- 

mended, 116. 
Example, usefifd fi)r instmc- 

ti6n^56. 
Etperifflentai have 4 ears 

how you make then, STTK. 
P. 
Fashions, oddly introdnofed, 

Idd. 
Fault, not to be found with| 

others, if guilty oweiveB, 

20L 
Favourite, every one ml fit 

to be so, 227. Surpnabig 

when honest, 66. 
Fear, the inconveniences of 

it, 820. It is unreasooable, 

73. . Vain and insifiiifi- 

etot4 Ida 
Fkttery, mischievousv Iwt 

hai<d to be avoided, 99. 
Foreigner, dbonld not slight 

the country they are m, 

187. 
Fortune, often biaraed wrdog- 

flilly, 172. Ought to have 

her due, 331. 
Forwardness should be <lis- 

couraged, 211. 
Foul means sometnues best, 

2oa 

Friend, false one, a detestable 
thing, 170. Them and re- 
lations tt6t to be depended 
on, 89. We should be nice 
inout choice ef them, 270. 

Friendship, necessary to oor 



^y . 



W6lt bra^r, lia, W9, 8iL 

Insecure till tried, 101. 

G. 

Oa ming-HQUfles, tlioee Btn]^ 

that Sequent them, 141. 
Gknealogy, foolish to insist 

opon it« 174. 
Grenerosity, a handsome vir- 

tae, 75. 
Glass, a reason Mrhy we shoold 

often eonsult it, 148. 
Glory, nothini^ should be qb- 

dertaken for the sake of it, 

1% 
Tjrod, served better another 

way than by Prayer, 116. 
Good nature, oor interest .to 

exercise it, 75, 
Government, necessary to be 

8iipp6ned, 87. 
Greatness, exposed to storms, 

161. 
Great cry and little wool, dS. 
Great saen, bad neighbours, 

104. 

H. r 

HalMt, the inoonvenience of 

it, 310. 
Haste, the more the worse 

Rpeed, 191. 
Honest ifan, his wMae good 

as his oath, 849. 
Honesty the best Policy, 305. 

Dangerous in bad times, 

28. 
Hoaanity, how ikr it onght 

lofQ,385. IsagrditTir- 

tite,.164. 

L 
llHe fellows^ troubtesame any 

where, 105. Jest, iiow to 



baffle and defeat it, WSL 
ni men not to be served, 96. 
ImitBtiqn, the ruin of mBay^ 

244. 
Impatienoe, hurtful, 107. 
Idmerdnents, pleasant to see 

mem matched, 167. 
ImpoesilHlities should not be 

attempted, 811. 
Incendiaries, what we shojild 

think of then, 82L 
Industry recommended, 221. 
Industry, makes amends fy^ 

want of parts, 268. 
Informer, an odious charac* 

ter, 802. 
Ingratitude, a great vice, 8061 

Considered, 64. 
Inhuman to treat aa old e^r- 

vant ill, 70. 
Injuries, often hnrtfnl to those 

who do them, 281. 
bijury, he that dees it never 

foripves, 262. 
Injustice, a lesson against it, 

277. 
Innocent people, persecuted 

for bemg so, 84a 
Inquisttion, why severe upon 

the Jews, 127. 
Insnlts to people in distress, 

inhuman, lu2. 
Interest, a second-hand, oat 

to be depended on, 328. 
Invention, an Art recommen- 
ded, 110. 
Jufaa, his address wotdd be ill 

taken by some, 122. 
Judgment, want i^ it makes 

us unhappy^, 77. Cause of 

its being wrong, 804. 



I 



Juatic^i iriwilar, 182. 

Kiag, be that breftks his word, 
not to be trusted, 176. How 
he ought to be qualified, 
ibid. He that is indolent, 
cruel to his people, 54. 

Kite, a king good enough, for 
some people, 50. * 

Shaves, once known never to 
be well esteemed, 214. 
L. 

Law, the inoooveniences of 
going to it, 257. 

Lend witb caution, 41. 

Liar, once detected, never to 
be believed, 81. 

^Liberties of the people not to 
be trusted without securi- 
ty, 50. 

Life, full of uncertainty, 185. 

Little people suffer when 
great ones fall out, 4^. 

liook before voa leap,^152. 

I^uxury 9m intomperance 
short lived, 121. 

M. 

Man, a true one hard to he 
&Qnd^ 307. His mind like 
a bow, 188.. 

^(lankipd, averse to boister- 
ous treatment, 04. Never 
know when they are well, 
216. 

Marriage, fhtal when un- 
equal, 82. When the ef- 
fects of love only, fatal and 
rash, 21IS. Young fellows 
undone by it, ibid. 

Ilfartyrs, their blood the seod 
pf the /ehurch, 04; 



Men always loiem bgr the 

Women, 52. 
Meneniua Agrippa appewee 

a tumult, ^. « 
Merit arises from good soise, 

105. 
Minister discarded, bow he 

may clear himself 127. A 

wicked one, why to he 

tolerated, 840. 
Modesty and impudence^ m 

extremes, 247. 

Nature, the force of it, 307. 
O. 

Offices, good to be done to 
proper objeete, 65. 

Officiousness, to be suspect* 
ed,281. 

Old age, an agreeable one, 
180. 

Opinion, we must judge ac- 
cording to it, 297. 

Opportuni^, the present not 
to be neglected, 130. 

Outside, not to be trusted, 
280. 

P. 

Panics, created by onrsehes^ 
73. 

Parents, the folly of some, 
S46. Our du^ to them 
arises from their goodnesi^ 
56. They may be unduti- 
ful, ibid. 

Party, no truth to be expects 
ed ftom party histonuifl^ 
113. They are wicked who 
occasion parties, 112. 

Parly, base to desert, boi veiy 
common, 229, 
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the ill eflEbctt of it» 

805. 
pQpieciitioiit makes people 

obstinate^ 92. 
nmicjaii, should heal him* 

-Mlf ^. 
Plir is but poor comfort, 301. 

Not always to be shown, 

344 
Place, often the cause of in- 
solence, 200. 
Poverty, those that dread it, 

part with their liberty, 80. 
Pojyer, not to be trusted, 34. 

Especially unlimited, with 

no man, 50. 
Prvrers, the impropriety of 

them, 11& 
Praying, the manner of it 

ooBSidered, 325. How of^ 

ten used fi^ trifles, 8i2L 
Preacher declaims against 

drunkenness, 97. 
Precaution, agood thing, 170. 
Prerogative, seldom imuie a 

jfood use oC 79. 
Pnde, the inconvenience of 

it, 244. 
Principles^ not easily to be 

counterfeited, 190. 
Promise nothing but what is 

in your power, ^ 
Providence inscrutable, 225. 
PuUic spirit, many pret^ 

toit,d06. 

a 

Quality, who are men of 

tracOa 

R. 
Rashness, the inoonvenien- 

eesof it,25a 



Respect, how to be preaorv^ 

ed,266. 
Revenge easy, 133. Its b^ 

ing so, a reason against do- 
ing injuries, 45. 
Revolutions in govemmenti' 
. ' seldom hurt the poor, 145. 
Rich, those who oecome so 

unjustly, what they must 

do, 85. 
Riches, when an incomi* 

brance, 251. Too often m 

ill hands, 225. 
Ridiculous, how some People 

make themselves so, 200. 
Robbers of the public ought 

to live in fear, 9SL 
Rogues multiplied by hemg 

successful, 171. 
ftuleis of a state to be kept 

up m mndeor, 87. m|t 

to be cS w wn for tbeir oiil* 

side, 275. 

a 

SelC every man should eawrt 
hunsel^ and not trust oth- 
ers, 89. 

Self-love, no ill princi^e» 29^. 

Servants neglect their mas- 
ter's affiurs, 54. 

Slavery, rogues and villains 
who consent to boar it, 56« 

Spectres^ dtc. when they 
flourish most, 158. 

Spendthrifts, repent too kte^ 
141. 

Suspicion, a useful quality, 
169. 

T. 

Tiiqes deplorable, when vil- 
lainy is protected, 240. 
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Tnutara hated by t3)06(^ tfatj Wicked men in power, essi- 



employ them, 271. 
TraveUers given to lying*, 

146. 
.Troflt, have a care who, 293. 
Tru9t, no injuries so bitter as 

from those we trust, 197. 
Tarn, one grood turn deserves 

another, 244 
V. 
Very pretty fellows, strang- 

crs to virtue and know- 
ledge, 26. 
Virtue troublesome to a 

young lady, S7. 
Visits which appear charit- 

able, not always so, 34. 
Vulgar, not to be followed, 

70. 

W. 
Weakness in conversation, 

uriiat happens upon it, 96, 



Jy find pretences, 238, 
&te those that are otfftr- 

, wise, 320, 

We should avoid tfaem, 32S. 

Wlj^that loves her husband, 

' what she should doi, 52. 

Wit, daiigerous for fools to 
attempt it, 45. Hurtful to 
him that uses it to hart 
others, 42. 

Words, men known by them, 
821. 

Worth, a man^ leaseiis hit 
own, by inquiHttg' ofVer i^ 
318. 

Y. 

Yoqng Lady practising at her 
glass, 37. 

Young Men, a piece of ad- 
vice to them, 351. 
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